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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Reminder letter about vapes in policy

When implementing or relaunching a smokefree policy, the organisation may need to send a reminder to parents, visitors and carers that vapes are included in this policy. Below is a template that settings may wish to adapt in this event. 

Template

Dear Parent/Carer/Visitor,

I am writing to let you know about a change to our Smokefree Site Policy which comes into effect on [Insert date]. As you will be aware, [Insert setting name] operates a full no smoking site and works hard to promote a smokefree future for all students. 

Whilst vapes/electronic cigarettes are considered 95% less harmful than smoking and can be a useful quit aid for adults who smoke, they are not recommended for children or young people who don’t smoke – therefore their use on the site will not be permitted. There are a number of reasons for this, including the age restrictions on their sale, the potential for mixed messages to students, the difficulty in differentiating between vapour and smoke, and the uncertainty of the long-term effects of vaping. Vapes should not be charged on site as they represent a fire hazard. 

[Insert setting name] are supportive of students who wish to stop smoking or vaping and can make referrals to Smokefree Hampshire. These services are open to everyone who lives in Hampshire, over the age of 12. If you or another family member would like support to stop smoking or vaping, please visit www.smokefreehampshire.co.uk for more information or call 0800 772 3649. Or text QUIT to 80011.

If you have any concerns or queries about this policy, please contact [Insert name].

Yours sincerely,

Head Teacher
Governors

Part of the Smokefree Me resources for teachers and youth workers
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