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Welcome...
...We hope that you have had a restful
summer break and are poised for another
year of fantastic youth music events.
Reflecting on a busy summer term we saw
the last collection of Music Logs for the
Chairman’s Year of Music Schools’ Award
Scheme. We would like to thank all the
schools who took part in the scheme and
look forward to celebrating their
achievements in October at the final
presentation event. 2016-17 was a year like
no other and it gave many thousands of
young people memories to last a lifetime.
Very best wishes to Keith Chapman for a
wonderful project. I’m delighted to let you
know Keith has accepted our invitation to
become patron of Hampshire Music Service.
Looking forward, there will be many
highlights over 2017-18, the focal point
being Hampshire at the Hall. Thousands of
young Hampshire musicians
will perform at The Royal Albert
Hall, London, on 23 April 2018,
for a huge celebration of the
county’s dedication to music.
Jill Larner
Head of Hampshire Music Service

Success for Hampshire Flute Choir
Hampshire Flute Choir (HFE), wowed the judges
at the first Flutewise national contest, competing
with three other finalists in the school-age
category. The judging panel, which gave first place
to the 13-strong HFE, included celebrated
professional flautists Gareth McLearnon and Ana
Pucihar, as well as renowned composer/pianist
Blaz Pucihar. HFE’s winning pieces were: ‘The
Dolphin’ by Blaz Pucihar, and ‘Walk Like This!’ by
Ian Clarke. The £300 prize money is a contribution
towards the purchase of a new ‘Trevor James low
flute’. Organised by Flutewise and ABRSM, the
final took place at the London Oratory School’s
John MacIntosh Arts Centre. The day also
included workshops and activities for the young
flautists, with plenty of opportunities to play music
alongside professional flautists and learn from
examiners.

Please see our website for news and forthcoming events:

www.hantsmusichub.org.uk

Working for the benefit of all our partner organisations.
Contact us with your news, comments and suggestions:
music.service@hants.gov.uk , facebook.com/hantsmusichub, @HantsMusicHub

www.hants.gov.uk

Partnership news & events across Hampshire
‘A Reimagined Dream’ enchants
audiences at the Winchester Festival

Hampshire County Youth Chamber Orchestra teamed up
with Hampshire Youth Dance Company and members of
the Hampshire County Youth Choir to bring a
Shakespearian music and dance spectacle to The Great
Hall, Winchester. The production was based on the
incidental music for A Midsummer Night’s Deam by Felix
Mendelssohn. Following the Hampshire County Youth
Orchestra’s memorable performance of Noye’s Fludde
(Noah’s Flood) last year, they made their return to hub
partner Winchester Festival, accompanied by dance.
Mendelssohn’s evocative music and the professional
sights and sounds by the county’s young talented
performers matched the historical venue perfectly on the
two summer evenings in July.

Rock opportunities for
bands and guitarists

This May saw hub partner Music
Fusion host a Band Showcase at
The Spring Theatre, Havant. The
offer of a performance spot was
offered to young bands across
Hampshire and they were joined
by hip hop and grime artists to
put on a successful gig joined by
family and friends. The Rock ’n’
Roll Creation guitar festival
followed in July where young
guitarists were treated to a
number of workshops honing
skills in songwriting, looping,
composing and improvisation.

Four excited youth ensembles travel across Europe

Every year some of our ensemble pyramids, in addition to residential courses
throughout the year, have the chance to share their talents outside of the UK
on international tours. It’s a great chance for bringing the ensemble teams
closer together and building on long term friendships. Young musicians will
experience different cultures, perform to new audiences and develop their
musical skills. This summer the Hampshire County Youth Band headed off to
Croatia, Basingstoke Area Youth Orchestra went to France, and both
Hampshire County Wind Youth Ensemble and Gosport and Fareham Area
Orchestra travelled to Germany. All returned safe and sound with some great
memories for their musical journeys. You can read more about their
adventures, such as the Croatian TV interviews, on their blogs, see the News
section of the Hampshire Music Service website www.hants.gov.uk/hms

Cast members and Musical Director

Partnership news & events across Hampshire
Young performers reach for their
ambition in brand new musical

Young Hampshire performers took to the stage in a
brand new musical in May, telling the story of a boy
band on their journey to stardom, and the sacrifices
they face in pursuit of their dreams. The musical was
written by Hampshire playwright Zella Compton, and
has a musical score composed by David Cefai and
Tom Guyer, with Tom also as Musical Director. The
musical’s two final performances, in hub partners the
Berry Theatre, Hedge End, and the New Theatre
Royal, Portsmouth, gave the young performers their
first taste of the pressure and thrills of being on stage
in a commercial theatre, in front of a paying
audience. Members of the 17-strong cast and eight pit musicians of
‘Ambition’, all drawn from Hampshire schools and colleges, are pursuing
dreams of their own – and they have welcomed the opportunity to kick-start
their performance careers with a part in a brand new professionally
produced musical.
Fergus

We caught up with two of the show’s stars to find out more about their
ambitions. Fergus Ross, 17, who attends Bay House School in Gosport,
starred as Osborne, a member of the boy band at the centre of the story.
Fergus said “Ambition was a great opportunity for me. I’d like a career in
stage acting but I know it’s a very competitive
Keeley
industry. This was the first production I have taken
part in that was not organised by my school. When you perform in a
professional production, you start out not knowing anyone. Ambition has
really built my confidence in getting to know new people when you join a
production. You don’t know them at all when you start, but you quickly
become like a family!”. Keeley Bradbeer, 17, from Fareham, played flute
and sax in the pit band. She said: “Playing at the Theatre Royal was
incredible. It was my first opportunity to play in a professional theatre
venue and I was very excited! I was confident about playing the music; we all were, as the whole
band was made up of quite experienced players, but the experience of playing in a theatre, with a
professional setup was very new. I felt quite exposed because I was the only flute player. It was a
really valuable experience.” Keeley hopes to study music at university, and her dream is to one day
perform in a West End theatre.” She said: “I’m doing everything I can to gain experience – I play in
several bands – but this is a completely unique thing to be able to put on my CV. It was also interesting to play music that nobody has performed before. I was able to see the process of new music
being honed for performance – during rehearsals, small changes were made by the director,
because the material was being played literally for the first time. It was interesting as everyone is so
used to playing the famous songs from well-known musicals.”
'Ambition' is being turned into a secondary school musical production pack, which will be available
2017-18, enabling schools across Hampshire and beyond to return it to the stage in years to come.
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Partnership news & events across Hampshire
Bitesize Hub Highlights
The Music Garden

Hampshire Flute Choir

French Horn Day

Early Years music sessions
Thursday 14 September 2017
Yellow Dot Nursery, Otterbourne

‘Feast of Flutes’
The Lantern Theatre, Romsey
24 September 2017

Sunday 5 November 2017
Thornden Hall, Chandler’s Ford

Mother and daughter enjoy steel drums

After a successful first year, the
project has changed venues and
the team is ready to get your
toddlers exploring music.

The next chance to hear the
national award-winning flute
choir in action

Workshops and a performance
supported by Hampshire
County Youth Orchestra

The sound of world percussion in Basingstoke

The 2nd year of the World Music Festival was held at hub partner,
The Anvil, this July. Family learning workshops were on offer in all
corners of the venue as Anvil staff joined in the fun. Two new
cultures were added this year bringing the menu to eight workshops,
in the form of the Nigerian Udu and Caribbean Steel Drums. Young
helpers from Romsey School’s steel drum group and the North East
Hants Area Japanese Taiko ensemble assisted in workshops before
taking part in the concert at the end of the day. Other workshops
included Javanese Gamelan, West African Drumming, Brazilian
Samba, Peruvian Cajón, Indian Tabla and Japanese Taiko.

Oku Nojo Daiko wows out of county
The North East Hants Japanese Taiko drumming
ensemble, Oku Nojo Daiko, had a busy summer
term. On top of their normal performance calendar
they took part in the Music for Youth National
Festival in Birmingham as well as the 12th UK
Taiko Festival in
Exeter. Performing
in the Birmingham
Symphony Hall and
taking part in
workshops by some
of the best tutors in
the country is just
reward for this
distinctive and
powerful group.

Playing Day for the North

There has been a ‘playing day’ for young
instrumental members at Fairthorne Manor,
Southampton, for a number of years, but it
was time to give the new Hampshire County
Council outdoor centre near Farnborough
(Runway’s End) a turn. Brass, string,
woodwind and
percussion players
became a one-day
ensemble and
perform to family
and friends, as well
as taking part in an
exciting outdoor
activity.

Young players and singers perform to primaries

Hampshire Music Service and school ensemble members were again
at hub partner, The Anvil, Basingstoke, for the annual Primary Prom.
Around 3000 primary-aged schoolchildren attended the two days and
four concerts celebrating the young talent of Hampshire. The theme
this year was ‘Heroes and Villains’ and the audience members were
treated to music from stage, film and screen as well as more formal
classical music. The performers hoped to inspire the next generation
of pupils to learn and perform music and challenged them to become
the ones on stage in a few years time. A good time was had by all!
Thank you for your interest in Hub activities. Look out for the next newsletter in the spring term

Making Music Together – Participate, Enjoy, Achieve!
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