Hampshire County Council

Tree Strategy 2020

Introduction
Hampshire County Council
recognises the importance and
value of trees and other ‘green
infrastructure’, such as hedgerows,
wetlands, flower-rich meadows
and pasture, chalk downland and
heathlands, in providing multiple
benefits for health and wellbeing,
biodiversity and carbon capture.
In addition to owning and managing
substantial areas of land and estate
across the County, Hampshire
County Council has strategic links
with organisations such as the
Forestry Commission, Forestry
England, Woodland Trust and
District Councils, making it well
placed to connect and add value to
existing woodland sites through tree
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planting and natural colonisation,
on the basis of the ‘right tree in
the right place’ as part of a wider
climate and nature strategy for
Hampshire.
This strategy sets out the key
principles Hampshire County
Council will follow to achieve the
target of planting one million trees
by 2050 and how it will work in
partnership to further increase
tree planting and cover across
the County.
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The approach will include:
•

•

•

increasing tree planting on our
own land, including schools,
residential sites, Country Parks,
County Farms and highways
land;
expanding our capacity to
propagate and grow additional
trees to meet demand and
ensure that appropriate species
of trees are planted;
working with partners to
increase and connect woodland
areas, ‘green’ corridors and
networks across the County;

•

•

•

influencing and encouraging
increased planting on new
residential and business/
industrial developments;
enabling and informing
residents on the benefits of
tree planting in their own
gardens;
promoting tree and woodland
management skills.

This strategy will link in with current and emerging policies and
requirements around environmental net gain and local nature recovery
strategies as set out in the Environment Bill.
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Climate change
It is recognised that climate change
is the biggest threat and the single
most important driver of change
within the County.
To respond to this threat, the
County Council has declared a
Climate Emergency and embarked
on an ambitious programme of
work with partners to reach net
zero carbon for the county of
Hampshire by 2050 and build
resilience to a 2-degree celsius
temperature rise.
Trees play an important role in
both sequestering carbon and
helping to provide resilience
to climate change impacts, for
example cooling, shading and flood
alleviation. They also have proven
benefits in tackling poor air quality
by filtering out small particulates.
However, tree planting alone
will not provide the solution to
reaching net zero carbon.
The average person in the UK
is responsible for 5.5 tonnes of
carbon dioxide emissions a year.
Although the amount of CO2 a
tree will sequester depends on
3

many factors, such as the type of
tree, where it is planted and the
amount of room it has to grow,
on average, one broad leaf tree
will absorb in the region of one
tonne of carbon dioxide during its
lifetime. There is also a significant
time lag before significant carbon
reductions will be realised by trees
planted today, with the process
of sequestration taking at least 20
to 30 years in some species and
others taking hundreds of years
to reach a period of maximum
carbon fixation.

Action: The County Council
will deploy tree planting as
part of a wider approach
to tackling climate change
through land use.

Although this strategy focuses
on increasing tree cover and
connecting areas of trees across
the County, Hampshire County
Council recognises that other
forms of habitat creation and
management can also provide
carbon sequestration as well as
other benefits to local ecology
and land productivity. All these
options should be considered
strategically by services when
carbon sequestration solutions
are being designed.
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Hampshire County Council
Hampshire County Council has a
key role to play as a legacy investor
to realise the long-term benefits of
tree planting. Through working on
its own estate and with partners, it
will supplement and connect existing
sites through group tree planting, to
create a County-wide ‘Hampshire
Community Forest’.
Currently nearly 20% of Hampshire
has woodland cover, existing mapping
tools will be used to identify areas
and corridors where new group
planting and green infrastructure
can be deployed to link up existing
sites, forming a network of woods,
copses, shelter belts and hedgerows
to increase this.
Influencing planning authorities
to increase tree planting on new
developments and encouraging and
informing residents around planting
garden trees in existing developments
will also be key strands of activity.
The Hampshire Community Forest
will provide opportunities for carbon
sequestration, increased biodiversity,
and corridors for pollinators as well
as health and wellbeing benefits for
residents.
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In addition, the County Council will
plant single and grouped trees on its
own land on sites such as schools,
residential homes, libraries, Country
Parks and County Farms, with a
target of planting one million trees
by 2050. This is in line with, and
will contribute to, the target of net
zero carbon for Hampshire by 2050
as part of the Hampshire Climate
Change Strategy.
To meet increased demand for trees,
the County Council will look to
expand its capacity; this will also help
to ensure that the most appropriate
trees are being grown and planted.
Specialist advice will be sought to
ensure that species planted are
appropriate, in the right locations and
resilient to future climate conditions
as well as pests and diseases. The
County Council recognises that
Ash Dieback is a major issue for
tree stocks in Hampshire and that
it will need to be carefully managed
through existing strategies and a
coordinated approach to ensure
that both the loss in biodiversity and
landscape character are mitigated.
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The Hampshire Ecological
Network Map can be used
to guide new tree planting to
enhance connectivity between
woodland sites either through
physical corridors or through
‘stepping stones’.

Action: Specialist advice will be
sought to ensure that planting
is appropriate and sustainable.

Action: The County Council
will map the County to create
a blueprint for a County-wide
Community Forest. Using
this blueprint, the County
Council will use its own land
to plant additional trees and
other green infrastructure to
extend and enhance existing
woodland sites.

Action: Networks such
Action:
Existing planting
as the Hampshire
and Isleon
County
Council
land
will be
of Wight Planning Officers
baselined
and
Group will
beplanting
utilised of
to new
trees
incorporated
into the
develop
a uniform approach
Asset
Management
Strategy.on
to increasing tree planting
new developments.

Action: Networks such
as the Hampshire and Isle
of Wight Planning Officers
Group will be utilised to
develop a uniform approach
to increasing tree planting on
new developments.
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Working with partners
Working in partnership is central
to delivering the strategy and
the County Council has already
formed a Strategic Alliance with
the Forestry Commission, Forestry
England and Woodland Trust.
The Alliance will work together
at a strategic and local level
to improve the connectivity
of woodland and forest sites
and promote the adoption of
a similar approach by partners,
residents and those proposing new
development in Hampshire.

Working with residents
Partners such as District Councils
and Hampshire and Isle of
Wight Wildlife Trust will also be
encouraged to add their own sites
and planting schemes, to further
extend the ‘Community Forest’
across the County.

Action: The County Council
will work with partners to
influence and encourage them
to use their own sites to
increase the connectivity of
sites across Hampshire.
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Tree planting has recently
experienced an increase in public
interest with many residents eager
to participate in planting schemes
such as Woodland Trust’s ‘Big
Climate Fightback’ initiative which
calls for a million trees to
be planted.

principles for tree planting and
longer-term management and
maintenance from a single tree to
large woodlands.

Hampshire County Council
will harness and build on this
enthusiasm and will work with
partners to produce shared
guidance for residents and
partners, setting out key

Action: The County Council
will work with partners to
provide shared guidance
for residents to ensure the
resilience and sustainability
of new trees.
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Delivery framework

Summary

This will be achieved through a range of activities and policies which
relate to, and complement this work, and these will be the mechanisms
through which the strategy is delivered.

Hampshire County Council recognises the importance and multiple
benefits of trees within landscape planning and management and will
work with partners to:

Work areas include:

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

landscape design management;
ecology;
flood and water management;
highways, verges and
hedgerows;
planning and development;
tree and woodland
management;

•
•
•
•
•

countryside service;
property services (including
schools);
fire and police estates;
public health;
Hampshire Climate Change
Strategy and Action Plan.

This strategy is a living document and will be regularly reviewed to ensure
it remains relevant and in line with policy developments. Progress against
the outcomes will be monitored through the Hampshire Climate Change
Action Plan reporting process.

•
•

•

•

increase tree planting on its
own land and sites, including
schools, residential homes,
Country Parks, County Farms
libraries and highways land;
increase capacity to grow our
own tree stocks;
map existing woodland and
forestry sites and work with
partners to improve the
connectivity of these sites,
creating a County-wide
‘Hampshire Community
Forest’;
encourage and influence
partners and organisations
to plant trees and add green
infrastructure to their own
sites and land;
work with planning authorities
to increase planting on new
developments;

•

•

•

use expert advice on which
species and sites to use to
increase the resilience and
sustainability of Hampshire’s
tree stock;
work with partners and
within our own countryside
management activities to
promote tree and woodland
management skills;
enable residents to plant trees
in their own gardens and
land by providing signposting
to subsidised schemes and
advice to help ensure they are
choosing appropriate areas and
species to plant.

Action: Tree planting will be
incorporated into all relevant
policies and strategies as part
of the Hampshire Climate
Change Action Plan.
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