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Non-technical summary
The purpose of this report is to document the initial ‘screening’ process, undertaken
as part of the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) of the Joint Minerals & Waste
Plan (the Plan) for the Central & Eastern Berkshire Authorities. The objective of the
screening process is to identify any aspects of the Plan that are likely to have a
significant effect on European protected sites for nature conservation, either alone or
in combination with other plans and projects, and thereby affect the integrity of those
sites. A flow chart outlining the steps in the screening process is provided in Figure
3.
The need for HRA is required by the European Habitats Directive 1992, transposed
into UK law by the Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2017 (Habitats
Regulations). The aim of the Habitats Directive is to “maintain or restore, at
favourable conservation status, natural habitats and species of wild fauna and flora
of community interest”. European sites relevant to the Plan are documented in
Section 4.
The first stage of the HRA process is screening, a broad filter or ‘likely significant
effect’ test, which determines whether the plan or individual element of the plan is
likely to have a significant effect on European sites, either alone or in-combination
with other projects and plans. The potential environmental hazards from minerals
and waste development and the potential impact pathways that might give rise to
significant effects on European sites are described in Section 3.
The aim of this stage of the HRA process is to ‘screen out’ elements of the Plan that
are unlikely to have any significant effect on European sites, either alone or in
combination. Those elements of the Plan that are ‘screened in’ will require further
consideration in subsequent stages of the HRA process.
To determine if the proposals are likely to have any significant effects on European
sites, the following issues are considered:
• Could the proposals affect the qualifying interest of the European site (is the
site sensitive to the effect);
• The probability of the effect happening;
• The likely consequences for the site’s Conservation Objectives if the effect
occurred;
• The magnitude, duration and reversibility of the effect.
The outcome of the initial systematic screening of policies, minerals sites and waste
sites is provided in sections 5, 6 and 7, respectively.
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The screening process for Policies has shown that 23 policies have been screened
out and 3 policies have been screened in, requiring further analysis, a summary of
which is provided in Table 28. The screening of sites has resulted in a number being
screened in, as likely to have a significant effect on European sites, with further
analysis required. A summary is provided in Table 29.
The screening process will be updated after each iteration of Plan preparation. A
final report will document the culmination of screening iterations on completion of
Plan preparation.
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1. Introduction
Purpose
1.1 This document reports on the ‘screening’ process, undertaken as part of the
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA), to assess the potential effects of the
Joint Minerals & Waste Plan (the Plan) for the Central & Eastern Berkshire
Authorities, on European sites. The objective of the HRA will be to identify any
aspects of the plan that would have the potential to cause a likely significant
effect on ‘European sites’ either alone or in combination with other plans and
projects, and thereby affect the integrity of those sites.
1.2 The main objectives of this report are as follows:
 Describe how the planning authorities have screened the policies and
sites to satisfy the procedural requirements of the Habitats Regulations;
 Document the screening findings relevant to the Plan area to inform
future assessment;
 Suggest the scope and method for undertaking an Appropriate
Assessment of selected policies, if appropriate;
 Explain how the appropriate nature conservation bodies will be
consulted.
1.3 This report should be read in conjunction with the Plan, as well as the HRA
methodology and baseline report1, which has been prepared in support of the
assessment process.

Requirement for screening
1.4 The need for HRA, sometimes also referred to as Appropriate Assessment or
AA is set out within Article 6 of the EC Habitats Directive 19922, transposed into
UK law by the Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2017 (Habitats
Regulations). The ultimate aim of the Habitats Directive is to “maintain or
restore, at favourable conservation status, natural habitats and species of wild
fauna and flora of community interest” (Habitats Directive, Article 2(2)). This
aim relates to habitats and species, not the ‘European sites’, although the sites
have a significant role in delivering favourable conservation status.
1.5 Regulations 105 to 109 of the Habitats Regulations require competent
authorities to assess the effects of ‘land use plans’ on European sites, where
the plans are not directly connected with or necessary to the management of
1

Central and Eastern Berkshire Authorities - Joint Minerals & Waste Plan Habitats Regulations Assessment
Baseline and Methodology Report - Revised (June 2017).
2
Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora.
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those sites. This requirement applies to Local Development Documents
(LDD) including Development Plan Documents (DPDs). The Central and
Eastern Berkshire - Joint Minerals & Waste Plan is a DPD and is therefore
subject to HRA.
1.6 Under Regulation 105, the assessment must determine whether or not a plan
will adversely affect the integrity of the European site(s) concerned, either
alone or in combination with other plans and projects. Plans can only be
permitted having ascertained that there will be no adverse effect on the
integrity of the site(s) in question. Where effects on ecological integrity are
identified, plan makers must first consider alternative ways of achieving the
plan’s objectives that avoid significant effects entirely. Where it is not
possible to meet objectives through other means, mitigation measures that
allow the plan to proceed by removing or reducing significant effects may be
considered. If it is impossible to avoid or mitigate the adverse effect, the planmakers must demonstrate, under the terms of Regulation 107 of the Habitats
Regulations, that there are Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest
(IROPI) to continue with the proposal. In such cases, compensation would be
necessary to ensure the overall integrity of the site network. This is widely
perceived as an undesirable position and should be avoided if at all possible.
1.7 The first stage of the HRA is screening, a broad filter or ‘likely significant
effect’ test, which determines whether the plan or individual elements of the
plan are likely to have a significant effect on European sites, either alone or
in-combination with other projects and plans. Further information on the
screening process is provided in Section 3.
1.8 The decision-making process under the Habitats Directive is underpinned by
the precautionary principle, whereby the Competent Authority acts to avoid
potential harm in the face of scientific uncertainty. If it is not possible in a
'likely significant effect' test to rule out a risk of significant effect on a
European site on the basis of available evidence, then it should be assumed
a risk may exist and needs to be dealt with at the next stage of Habitat
Regulation Assessment. This precautionary approach should be taken at all
stages of the assessment where faced with scientific uncertainty.
1.9 The screening methodology and processes set out in this report are based
on those set out in the Habitats Regulations Assessment Handbook3. The
guidance is non-statutory, but “based on experience, good practice and
authoritative published guidance”. It is regularly updated after significant
judgements which may add or change interpretations of the Directive.
3

Tyldesley, D. and Chapman, C., (2013) The Habitats Regulations Assessment Handbook, May 2015 edition
(DTA Publications Ltd: Berkshire).
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1.10 The four stage approach to Habitats Regulations Assessment set out in ‘The
Habitats Regulations Assessment Handbook’ is summarised in Figure 1
below.
Figure 1: Four stage approach to HRA (taken from The Habitats Regulations Assessment
Handbook)
Evidence gathering

Stage 1: Screening
Screening the plan and its components to see if it would be likely to have a significant effect on
a European site(s). If the plan is found not likely to have significant effect on European site(s) it
will be ‘screened out’ of the need for any further assessment.

Stage 2: Appropriate Assessment and the Integrity Test
Undertaking an ‘appropriate assessment’ and ascertaining that the plan would not have a
significant adverse effect on the integrity of the European site(s). The competent authorities
may agree to the plan if it will not adversely affect the integrity of European site(s).

Stage 3: Alternative Solutions
Deciding whether there are alternative solutions which would avoid or have a lesser effect on
the European site(s). If there are alternative solutions, a potentially damaging plan or project
cannot be agreed to; it will need to be changed or refused.

Stage 4: Imperative reasons of overriding public interest and compensatory measures
Considering imperative reasons or overriding public interest and securing compensatory
measures. The plan may proceed for imperative reasons of overriding public interest if
compensatory measures are secured.

Other Plans and Projects
1.11 It is a requirement of the Regulations that the impacts and effects of any land
use plan being assessed are not considered in isolation but in combination
with other plans and projects that may also be affecting the European site(s)
in question. It is neither practical nor necessary to assess the ‘in combination’
effects of the Draft Plan within the context of all other plans and projects
within the region. Principal plans and projects have been considered and set
out in Sections 6 and 7.
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2. The Joint Minerals & Waste Plan
2.1 Bracknell Forest Council, Reading Borough Council, the Royal Borough of
Windsor and Maidenhead and Wokingham Borough Council (collectively
referred to as the ‘Central & Eastern Berkshire Authorities’) are working in
partnership to produce a Joint Minerals & Waste Plan which will guide minerals
and waste decision-making in the Plan area.
2.2 The Joint Minerals & Waste Plan will build upon the formerly adopted minerals
and waste plans for the Berkshire area, and improve, update and strengthen
the policies and provide details of strategic sites that are proposed to deliver
the vision.
2.3 This is important as out of date plans limit the ability for planning authorities to
enable the right development, in the right location, at the right time, and may
lead to a greater number of planning applications determined at appeal.
2.4 Mineral and waste planning issues are most appropriately addressed jointly so
that strategic issues can be satisfactorily resolved. The Plan will cover the
minerals and waste planning authority administrative areas of Bracknell Forest,
Reading, Windsor & Maidenhead and Wokingham (see Figure 2).
Figure 2: Central & Eastern Berkshire Authorities administrative areas
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3. Screening Methodology
3.1 The objective of this stage of the HRA is to ‘screen out’ elements of the plan
that are unlikely to have any significant effect on any European site, either
alone or in combination with other plans or projects; and to identify any aspects
of the Plan which could have such an effect, so that mitigation measures can
be considered. Significant effect is defined as “…any effect that may
reasonably be predicted as a consequence of a plan or project that may affect
the conservation objectives of the features for which the site was designated,
but excluding trivial or inconsequential effects" 4
3.2 To determine if the proposals are likely to have any significant effects on
European sites the following issues are considered:
 Could the proposals affect the qualifying interest of the European site (is
the site sensitive to the effect);
 The probability of the effect happening;
 The likely consequences for the site’s Conservation Objectives (as
defined by Natural England) if the effect occurred;
 The magnitude, duration and reversibility of the effect.
3.3 Screening tables have been used to systematically screen Policies, Minerals
Sites and Waste Sites, and are provided in sections 5, 6 and 7, respectively.
The HRA baseline and methodology was agreed with Natural England prior to
assessment.
3.4 Any elements of the Plan identified through screening as having likely
significant effects will be assessed against the European site conservation
objectives to demonstrate whether or not they would adversely affect the
integrity of European sites, through further stages of the HRA known as
Appropriate Assessment.
3.5 The screening process will be updated after each iteration of Plan preparation.
A final report will document the culmination of screening iterations on
completion of Plan preparation.
3.6 A flow chart outlining the steps in the screening process is provided in Figure 3.

4

English Nature (1999) Habitats Regulation Guidance Note 3: The Determination of Likely Significant Effect
under The Conservation (Natural Habitats &c) Regulations 1994.
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Figure 3: Outline of the Screening steps

Is the plan exempt from assessment?
Is the plan excluded from assessment?
Can the plan obviously be eliminated from further assessment?
Gathering information about the European sites potentially affected

Checking the plan’s strategy, analysis of options
Preliminary screening for likely significant effects either alone or in combination

Considering and incorporating further mitigation
measures
Re-screening after further measures incorporated
Preliminary consultations
Recording the assessment

Adapted from The Habitats Regulations Assessment Handbook, www.dtapublications.co.uk © DTA Publications Limited
(September 2013) All rights reserved.
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Categorising Potential Effects
3.7 In order to compile the screening matrix, each element of the Plan is
categorised on its likely effects on each interest feature of each European
site identified in the evidence base. There are four categories of potential
effects as follows:
A.

Elements of the plan/options that would have no negative effect on a European
site at all.

B.

Elements of the plan/options that could have an effect, but the likelihood is there
would be no significant negative effect on a European site either alone or in
combination with other elements of the same plan, or other plans or projects.

C.

Elements of the plan/options that could or would be likely to have a significant
effect alone and will require the plan to be subject to an appropriate assessment
before the plan may be adopted.

D.

Elements of the plan/options that would be likely to have a significant effect in
combination with other elements of the same plan, or other plans or projects and
will require the plan to be subject to an appropriate assessment before the plan may
be adopted.

3.8 Categories A, C and D are further subdivided to provide transparency in
relation to the decision making process, and more directly relate to the ways
in which the plan may affect the European site(s). Subdivisions are shown in
Tables 1, 2 and 3, respectively.
Table 1: Potential effects of components of the plan: Category A and B (No negative
effect / significant effects)
Category A1

Options / policies that will not themselves lead to development e.g.
because they relate to design or other qualitative criteria for
development, or they are not a land use planning policy.

Category A2

Options / policies intended to protect the natural environment, including
biodiversity.

Category A3

Options / policies intended to conserve or enhance the natural, built or
historic environment, where enhancement measures will not be likely to
have any negative effect on a European site (e.g. restoration).

Category A4

Options / policies that positively steer development away from European
sites and associated sensitive areas.

Category A5

Options / policies that would have no effect because no development
could occur through the policy itself, the development being implemented
through later policies in the same plan, which are more specific and
therefore more appropriate to assess for their effects on European sites
and associated sensitive areas.

Category B

Options/ policies could have an effect but the effect would not be likely to
have a significant (negative) effect on a European sites (i.e. trivial or 'de
minimis' effects).
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Table 2: Potential effects of components of the plan: Category C (Likely significant
effect alone)

Category C1

The option, policy or proposal could directly affect a European site
because it provides for, or steers, a quantity or type of development onto
a European site, or adjacent to it.

Category C2

The option, policy or proposal could indirectly affect a European site
e.g. because it provides for, or steers, a quantity or type of development
that may be very close to it, or ecologically, hydrologically or physically
connected to it or it may increase disturbance as a result of increased
recreational pressures.

Category C3

Proposals for a magnitude of development that, no matter where it was
located, the development would be likely to have a significant effect on a
European site.

Category C4

An option, or policy that makes provision for a quantity / type of
development (and may indicate one or more broad locations), but the
effects are uncertain because the detailed location of the development is
to be selected following consideration of options in a later, more
specific plan. (This does not apply to the Joint Minerals & Waste Plan
because lower-tier 'site allocation plans' are not being prepared).

Category C5

Options, policies or proposals for developments or infrastructure projects
that could block options or alternatives for the provision of other
development or projects in the future, which will be required in the public
interest, that may lead to adverse effects on European sites, which would
otherwise be avoided.

Category C6

Options, policies or proposals which depend on how the policies etc
are implemented in due course, for example, through the development
management process. There is a theoretical possibility that if
implemented in one or more particular ways, the proposal could possibly
have a significant effect on a European site.

Category C7

Any other options, policies or proposals that would be vulnerable to fail
the assessment under the Habitats Regulations at project assessment
stage.

Category C8

Any other proposal that may have an adverse effect on a European site,
which might try to pass the tests of the Habitats Regulations at project
assessment stage by arguing that the plan provides the imperative
reasons of overriding public interest to justify its consent despite a
negative assessment. (This does not apply to the Joint Minerals & Waste
Plan since there are no reserves of national importance in the plan area,
and waste management is a local matter).
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Table 3: Potential effects of components of the plan: Category D (Likely significant
effect in combination)

Category D1

The option, policy or proposal alone would not be likely to have
significant effects but if its effects are combined with the effects of other
policies or proposals provided for by the plan the cumulative effects
would be likely to be significant.

Category D2

Options, policies or proposals that alone would not be likely to have
significant effects but if their effects are combined with the effects of
other plans or projects, the combined effects would be likely to be
significant.

Category D3

Options or proposals that are, or could be, part of a programme or
sequence of development delivered over a period, where the
implementation of the early stages would not have a significant effect on
European sites, but which would dictate the nature, scale, duration,
location, timing of the whole project, the later stages of which could have
an adverse effect on such sites.

Identifying Potential Effects
3.9 Table 4 (description of hazards from waste sites) and Table 5 (description of
hazards from mineral sites address the potential vulnerability of European
site interest features theoretical hazards.
3.10 The main ‘pathways’ for potential pollution from waste facilities will be
surface water, groundwater and air. Defra guidelines5 recommend 3km for
any discharges upstream of a European and Ramsar site when released into
a watercourse; and 2km for incineration facilities when releasing emissions
into the air. These are considered to represent the worst case scenario for
any conceivable output of any facility developed within the Plan. It is,
however, considered prudent to take a precautionary approach and this Plan
uses a distance of 5km within which to identify potential effects on European
sites.
3.11 Sand and gravel extraction will be the main form of mineral workings within
the Plan area. 2km is a realistic maximum distance to use with regard to
potential impacts of changes in groundwater flows or dewatering from
mineral workings on habitats in their vicinity, following good practice
guidelines6. Similarly, it is considered prudent to take a precautionary
approach and this Plan uses a distance of 5km within which to identify
potential effects on European sites.

5

Defra (2003) Applying the requirements of the Habitats Regulations and the Wildlife and Countryside Act to
applications for PPC Permits.
6
Thompson, A. et al (1998) Reducing the effects of surface mineral workings on the water environment: a
guide to good practice.
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3.12 According to the Department of Transport’s Analysis Guidance, “Beyond
200m, the contribution of vehicle emissions from the roadside to local
pollution levels is not significant”7.

7

Transport Analysis Guidance Unit A3 – Environmental Impact Appraisal (Department for Transport, 2015) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/638648/
TAG_unit_a3_envir_imp_app_dec_15.pdf
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Table 4: Description of hazards from waste sites
Hazard
Land take

Leachate

Dust
Noise

Vibration

Lighting
Vermin

Traffic

Impact of building

Litter
Emissions of aerial
pollutants

Water use

Water pollution

Details
Any land take from a European and Ramsar site is likely to have a
significant effect on the habitats and/or species for which it was designated.
Impacts may also arise through the fragmentation of habitats and/or
severance or blocking of movement corridors.
Contaminants can reach a habitat by leaching through soil and
groundwater. Many chemicals can be released in this manner and have a
range of impacts depending on their source including: eutrophication,
changing the plant communities within a habitat, and reducing the amount
of open water for waterfowl. Direct mortality of flora and fauna species and
loss of prey species.
Dust is a common hazard from waste sites. It can affect the growth of plants
through smothering or changes in chemistry, and can pollute watercourses.
Noise can act as a disturbance to birds and other animal species, potentially
disrupting breeding/feeding/roosting or causing species to move out of an
area completely. Noise may arise from the operation of machinery and/or
extra traffic movements to and from the waste facility.
Vibration can act as a disturbance to birds and other animal species,
potentially disrupting breeding/feeding/roosting or causing species to move
out of an area completely. Vibration may arise from the operation of
machinery and/or extra traffic movements to and from the waste facility.
Bright lighting of waste facilities during night time operations may cause
disturbance to birds, invertebrates and mammals using nearby habitats.
Waste facilities, especially landfill, can attract a number of vermin species
such as rats, crows and gulls. These species can impact on fauna species
by predating on bird eggs and out-competing other species.
Increases in traffic can have a number of potential impacts:
 Increasing the amount of disturbance, through increases in noise and
vibration.
 Increasing the pollution load on the road surface which could eventually
run-off and contaminate the habitats surrounding the road.
 Reducing air quality increasing sediment run-off from road surfaces.
The construction of a large or inappropriately sited building adjacent to a
designated site can have impacts on bird fauna, by affecting take off and
landing routes, and increasing the amount of cover for predatory birds.
Large amounts of litter reaching a habitat can act as a pollutant which could
affect flora and fauna species, due to nutrient enrichment or smothering.
There are many forms of aerial pollution which can have multiple
impacts on flora and fauna including:
 Production of SOx and NOx which can result in decreases in plant
growth.
 Increases in air-borne pollutants reaching watercourses, which can
result in increases of plant mortality.
Certain waste facilities require the use of large amounts of water.
Depending on where this water is obtained from, it can result in the
reduction of the natural water table or affect river levels. This could result in
the drying out of certain sites, changing vegetation communities,
concentrating contaminants and reduce wetland habitats for flora and fauna
species.
Water pollution can result in a number of impacts on sensitive
habitats including reduction in the number of in-stream fauna such as fish
and invertebrates; this may have secondary impacts on predator species
eutrophication, changing the plant communities within a habitat, and
reducing the amount of open water for waterfowl siltation of a watercourse,
affecting water quality and flow conveyance (potentially increasing flood
risk).
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Table 5: Description of hazards from minerals sites
Hazard
Land take

Removal of
supporting habitat
Noise

Vibration

Lighting
Dust
Water pollution

Changes in surface
/ groundwater
hydrology

Traffic

Details
Any land take from a European and Ramsar site is likely to have a significant
effect on the habitats and/or species for which it was designated. Impacts may
also arise through the fragmentation of habitats and/or severance or blocking
of movement corridors.
Note – the sensitive restoration of a mineral extraction site may have long
term positive impacts on the environment.
Habitat within close proximity of a European site may provide important
feeding sites for species that are qualifying features of the European sites. For
example SPA waterfowl may graze nearby grassland.
Noise can act as a disturbance to birds and other animal species, potentially
disrupting breeding/feeding/roosting or causing species to move out of an
area completely. Noise may arise from the operation of extraction machinery
and/or extra traffic movements to and from the extraction facility.
Vibration can act as a disturbance to birds and other animal species (see
above). Vibration can be produced through the operation of the extraction
machinery and extra traffic movements to and from the extraction facility
Lighting can cause disturbance to many fauna species. Floodlighting is
commonplace in mineral extraction facilities.
Dust is a common hazard from mineral extraction sites. It can impact on the
growth of plants, and can pollute watercourses.
Water pollution can result in a number of impacts on sensitive habitats
including reduction in the number of in stream fauna such as fish and
invertebrates; this may have secondary impacts on predator species
eutrophication, changing the plant communities within a habitat, and reducing
the amount of open water for waterfowl siltation of a watercourse, affecting
water quality and flow conveyance (potentially increasing flood risk).
Changes in the movement of groundwater flows can result in decrease of
water reaching certain sites. This could result in the drying out of certain sites,
changing vegetation communities, concentrating contaminants and reduce
wetland habitats for flora and fauna species. Alternatively, changes in ground
water flows can result in saturation or flooding, or changes in water chemistry,
which similarly can effect habitat and species composition.
Increases in traffic can have a number of potential impacts: increasing the
amount of disturbance, through increases in noise and vibration increasing the
pollution load on the road surface which could eventually run-off and
contaminate the habitats surrounding the road. Changing air quality increasing
sediment run-off from road surfaces.

3.13 In addition to the development specific hazards identified in Tables 4 and 5,
there are additional generic hazards relevant to European and Ramsar sites
that apply to minerals and waste development..

Infrastructure
3.14 Development of mineral and waste facilities may lead to enhancement,
widening or construction of existing and new infrastructure such as roads.
This may lead to direct land take, habitat fragmentation and increases in
traffic and associated pollutants. Across the Plan area, road linkages are
considered sufficient, such that it is unlikely that major road developments
will be required to service new waste and mineral facilities. Any road
development and improvement will be in most part localised.
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Invasive species
3.15 The spread of invasive species is an issue particularly associated with
mineral extraction, but could also result from compost waste sites where
garden waste is being processed. Wetland sites will be particularly
vulnerable to the spread of invasive aquatic and terrestrial plants, such as
Japanese knotweed. This may affect the habitat structure of European and
Ramsar sites and thus the species for which the Special Areas of
Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Areas (SPA) and Ramsar sites are
designated. It is considered that all the European and Ramsar sites included
in this survey are at risk from the spread of invasive weeds. However,
effective management of mineral extraction and waste sites should minimise
the risk of spread.
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4. European Sites Relevant to the Plan
4.1 European sites that may be affected by the Joint Minerals & Waste Plan
within the Plan area have been identified. The Plan area is illustrated in
Figure 2.
4.2 In line with similar assessments, a buffer of 10km has been applied around
the Plan area to identify all European sites beyond the Plan area boundary
that may also be affected by the Joint Minerals & Waste Plan, with the
flexibility to include additional sites should further evidence suggest a
potential impact pathway beyond this buffer. In particular, it is important to
identify any relevant hydrological and ecological links to European sites
beyond the buffer, for example:
 Sites linked by surface water corridors (e.g. rivers) to land within the
Plan area (see Figure 8);
 Wetland sites outside the lPan area which have significant
hydrogeological links to land within the plan area;
 Sites outside the Plan area which have significant ecological links with
land in the Plan area (e.g. land used by migratory birds);
 Sites potentially affected by development such as major waste
installations, which may have a very large zone of influence.
4.3 Using this applied buffer, seven European sites lie partly or wholly within the
Plan area or within 10km of its boundary and are therefore included within
the scope of this screening assessment. The European sites are illustrated in
Figures 4-7 and listed in the following boxes.
European sites wholly or partly within the plan area boundary:
 Windsor Forest and Great Park SAC
 Chiltern Beechwoods SAC
 Thames Basin Heaths SPA
 South West London Water Bodies SPA and Ramsar
European sites wholly or partly within 10km of the plan area boundary:
 Burnham Beeches SAC
 Hartslock Wood SAC
 Thursley, Ash, Pirbright and Chobham SAC/SPA

4.4 Main rivers across the Plan area are shown in Figure 8.
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Figure 4: All European Designations either within the Plan area, or either wholly or partly within 5km and 10km of the Plan
boundary (inner black line represents 5km buffer and outer black line 10km buffer).
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Figure 5: Designated SAC sites (Special Areas of Conservation) which lie partly or wholly within the Plan area, including
the 10km buffer (inner black line represents 5km buffer and outer black line 10km buffer).
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Figure 6: Classified SPA sites (Special Protection Areas) which lie partly or wholly within the Plan area including the 10km
buffer (inner black line represents 5km buffer and outer black line 10km buffer)
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Figure 7: Listed Ramsar sites which lie partly or wholly within the Plan area including the 10km buffer (inner black line
represents 5km buffer and outer black line 10km buffer)
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Figure 8: Main rivers within the Plan area and 10km buffer (inner black line represents 5km buffer and outer black line
10km buffer)

Habitats Regulations Assessment: Screening Report (June 2018)

Page 21

4.5 The main characteristics, conservation objectives and qualifying features for
each of the European sites are provided in Tables 6 – 12 (Source8).
Table 6: Windsor Forest and Great Park SAC
Location:
Area:
Main
Characteristics:

Windsor and Maidenhead, Bracknell Forest, TQ023784
1680.18ha
Windsor Forest and Great Park consists of a large area of
continuous dry oak-dominated woodland and parkland and is
made up of large population of ancient oak pollards trees. Being
partially hollow and decayed, the oaks and beech afford habitats
for a number of extremely rare and specialised insects. The
predominant habitat is mixed woodland (95%), with areas of dry
grasslands and inland water bodies. The soil and geology is a
mix of acidic, clay, neutral and sand. The area recently been
recognised as having rich fungal assemblages.
Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also
Taxus in the shrub layer (Quercion robori-petraeae or IliciFagenion). (Beech forests on acid soils). Old acidophilous oak
woods homes the largest number of veteran oaks, Quercus spp.
In Britain on sandy plains. (Dry oak-dominated woodland).

Conservation
Objective:

Qualifying
Features:

8

It is recognised as international importance for its range of
saproxylic invertebrates such as the rare beetle Lacon querceus.
In addition the site is thought to support the largest known
populations of the Violet Click Beetle, Limoniscus violaceus, in
the UK.
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as
appropriate, and ensure that the site contributes to achieving the
Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by
maintaining or restoring:
 The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and
habitats of qualifying species;
 The structure and function (including typical species) of
qualifying natural habitats;
 The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying
species;
 The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats
and the habitats of qualifying species rely;
 The populations of qualifying species; and
 The distribution of qualifying species within the site.
 H9120. Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and
sometimes also Taxus in the shrub layer (Quercion roboripetraeae or Ilici-Fagenion); Beech forests on acid soils.
 H9190. Old acidophilous oak woods with Quercus robur on
sandy plains; Dry oak-dominated woodland.
 S1079. Limoniscus violaceus; Violet click beetle.

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/6528471664689152
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Table 7: Chiltern Beechwoods SAC
Location:
Area:
Main
Characteristics:

Conservation
Objective:

Qualifying
Features:

Windsor and Maidenhead, SP975134
1285.86ha
The Chilterns Beechwoods represent a very extensive tract of
ancient semi-natural beech Fagus sylvatica forests in the centre
of the habitat’s UK range. The woodland is an important part of a
mosaic with species-rich chalk grassland and scrub. The
predominant habitat is broad-leaved deciduous woodland (88%),
with other areas of dry glassland steppes (8%) and heath, scrub,
maquis, garrigue and phygrana (4%). A distinctive feature in the
woodland flora is the occurrence of the rare coralroot bittercress
Cardamine bulbifera. The soil and geology is a mix of basic, clay,
and limestone, nutrient poor, sand and sedimentary.
An extensive tract of Asperulo-Fagetum beech forests (Beech
forests on neutral to rich soils), and semi-natural dry grasslands
and scrubland facies: on calcareous substrates, FestucoBrometalia. (Dry grasslands and scrublands on chalk or
limestone). An interest feature of this site, but not a primary
reason for the designation is the stag beetle, Lacanus cervus.
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as
appropriate, and ensure that the site contributes to achieving the
Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by
maintaining or restoring:
 The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and
habitats of qualifying species;
 The structure and function (including typical species) of
qualifying natural habitats;
 The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying
species;
 The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats
and the habitats of qualifying species rely;
 The populations of qualifying species; and
 The distribution of qualifying species within the site.
 H6210. Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies: on
calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia); Dry grasslands
and scrublands on chalk or limestone.
 H9130. Asperulo-Fagetum beech forests; Beech forests on
neutral to rich soils.
 S1083. Lucanus cervus; Stag beetle.

Table 8: Thames Basin Heaths SPA
Location:
Area:
Main
Characteristics:

Bracknell forest, SU878566
8274.72 ha
The Thames Basin Heaths form part of a complex of heathlands
in southern England that support important breeding bird
populations. Scattered trees and scrub are used for roosting. The
open heathland habitats overlie sand and gravel sediments, give
rise to sandy or peaty acidic soils, supporting dry health
vegetation, wet heath and bogs. The site consists of tracts of
heathland, scrub and woodland, once almost continuous, but
now fragmented into separate blocks by roads, urban
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development and farmland. Less open habitats of scrub, acidic
woodland and conifer plantations dominate, within which are
scattered areas of open heath and mire.

Conservation
Objective:

Qualifying
Features:

Species: The site supports important breeding populations of a
number of birds of lowland heathland. Most namely Nightjar
Caprimulgus europaeus (7.8% of UK population) and Woodlark
Lullula arborea (9.9% of UK population), both of which nest on
the ground, often at the woodland/heathland edge, and Dartford
warbler Sylvia undata (27.8% of UK population), which often
nests in gorse Ulex sp.
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as
appropriate, and ensure that the site contributes to achieving the
aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining or restoring:
 The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying
features;
 The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying
features;
 The supporting processes on which the habitats of the
qualifying features rely;
 The population of each of the qualifying features; and
 The distribution of the qualifying features within the site.
 A224 Caprimulgus europaeus; European nightjar (Breeding)
 A246 Lullula arborea; Woodlark (Breeding)
 A302 Sylvia undata; Dartford warbler (Breeding)

Table 9: South West London Waterbodies SPA / RAMSAR
Location:
Area:
Main
Characteristics:

Conservation
Objective:

Windsor and Maidenhead, TQ023746
828.14ha
The South-West London Water Bodies SPA comprises a series
of embanked water supply reservoirs and former gravel pits that
support a range of man-made and semi-natural open water
habitats. The predominant habitat (70%) is made up of inland
water bodies. There are also areas of improved grassland, humid
and mesophile grassland and broad-leaved deciduous woodland.
The soil and geology is a mix of alluvium, clay, and mud, neutral
and sand.
The reservoirs and gravel pits function as important feeding and
roosting sites for wintering wildfowl, in particular Gadwall Anas
strepera and Shoveler Anas clypeata, both of which occur in
numbers of European importance.
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as
appropriate, and ensure that the site contributes to achieving the
aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining or restoring:
 The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying
features;
 The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying
features;
 The supporting processes on which the habitats of the
qualifying features rely;
 The population of each of the qualifying features; and
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Qualifying
Features:





The distribution of the qualifying features within the site.
A051 Anas strepera; Gadwall (Non-breeding)
A056 Anas clypeatai; Northern shoveler (Non-breeding)

Table 10: Burnham Beeches SAC
Location:
Area:
Main
Characteristics:

Conservation
Objective:

Qualifying
Features:

SU949855
383.71ha
Burnham Beeches occupies an extensive area of the Burnham
Plateau where Thames gravels and underlying Reading Beds
give rise to acid soils, supporting mature and developing
woodland, old coppice, scrub and heath. The predominant
habitat is broad-leaved deciduous woodland (90%), with other
areas of heath, scrub, maquis and garrigue, phygrana (5%) and
coniferous woodland (5%).
The SAC represents an example of Atlantic beech forests in
central southern England. It is an extensive area of former beech
wood-pasture with many old pollards and associated beech
Fagus sylvatica and oak Quercus spp. High forest. Surveys have
shown that it is one of the richest sites for saproxylic
invertebrates in the UK, including 14 Red Data Book species. It
also retains nationally important epiphytic communities, including
the moss Zygodon forsteri.
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as
appropriate, and ensure that the site contributes to achieving the
Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by
maintaining or restoring:
 The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats;
 The structure and function (including typical species) of
qualifying natural habitats; and
 The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats
rely.
H9120. Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and
sometimes also Taxus in the shrub layer (Quercion roboripetraeae or Ilici-Fagenion); Beech forests on acid soils.

Table 11: Hartslock Wood SAC
Location:
Area:
Main
Characteristics:

SU619789
34.16ha
The steep slopes of this site above the River Thames on the
chalk of the Chilterns comprise a mosaic of chalk grassland,
chalk scrub and broadleaved woodland, and one of the few
examples of ancient yew Taxus baccata wood in the Chilterns.
The predominant habitat is mixed woodland (87%) with other
areas of dry glassland and steppes (13%).
The chalk grassland mostly consists of a mosaic of shorter-turf
NVC type CG2 Festuca ovina–Avenula pratensis grassland and
taller CG3 Bromus erectus grassland. The site supports one of
only three UK populations of monkey orchid Orchis simia, a
nationally rare Red Data Book species. Recent storms and
landslips have resulted in a diverse age-structure for the yew
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Conservation
Objective:

Qualifying
Features:

population. Open patches show a rich flora including local
species such as southern wood-rush Luzula forsteri, wood barley
Hordelymus europaeus and narrow-lipped helleborine Epipactis
leptochila.
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as
appropriate, and ensure that the site contributes to achieving the
Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by
maintaining or restoring:
 The extent and distribution of the qualifying natural habitats;
 The structure and function (including typical species) of the
qualifying natural habitats; and
 The supporting processes on which the qualifying natural
habitats rely.
 H6210. Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies: on
calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (important orchid
sites); Dry grasslands and scrublands on chalk or limestone
(important orchid sites)*
 H91J0. Taxus baccata woods of the British Isles; Yewdominated woodland*
*denotes a priority natural habitat or species

Table 12: Thursley, Ash, Pirbright and Chobham SAC
Location:
Area:
Main
Characteristics:

SU914411
5154.5ha
The heathland is a series of large fragments of previously more
continuous areas and is principally dominated by heather – dwarf
gorse (Calluna vulgaris – Ulex minor) dry heathland. There are
transitions to wet heath and valley mire, scrub, woodland and
acid grassland, including types rich in annual plants., The
predominant habitat is heath, scrub, maquis and garrigue,
phygrana (75%) with other areas of bogs, marshes, water fringed
vegetation, fens (10%), coniferous woodland (10%) and inland
water bodies (standing water, running water) (5%). These
habitats support an important assemblage of animal species,
including numerous rare and local invertebrate species
The wet heath at Thursley is NVC type M16 Erica tetralix –
Sphagnum compactum and contains several rare plants,
including great sundew Drosera anglica, bog hair-grass
Deschampsia setacea, bog orchid Hammarbya paludosa and
brown beak-sedge Rhynchospora fusca. There are transitions to
valley bog and dry heath. Thursley Common is an important site
for invertebrates, including the nationally rare white-faced darter
Leuccorhinia dubia.
The site is selected as a key representative of NVC type H2
Calluna vulgaris – Ulex minor dry heathland. There are
transitions to wet heath and valley mire, scrub, woodland and
acid grassland, including types rich in annual plants. The habitat
support an important assemblage of animal species, including
numerous rare and local invertebrate species, European nightjar
Caprimulgus europaeus, Dartford warbler Sylvia undata, sand
lizard Lacerta agilis and smooth snake Coronella austriaca.
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Conservation
Objective:

Qualifying
Features:

Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as
appropriate, and ensure that the site contributes to achieving the
Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by
maintaining or restoring:
 The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats;
 The structure and function (including typical species) of
qualifying natural habitats; and
 The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats
rely.
 H4010. Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix; Wet
heathland with cross-leaved heath
 H4030. European dry heaths
 H7150. Depressions on peat substrates of the
Rhynchosporion
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5. Screening Tables for Policies
5.1 A suite of draft policies have been formulated as part of the Draft Plan stage of
the preparation of the Joint Minerals & Waste Plan. Draft policies have been
modified on the basis of this initial iteration of the HRA screening process.
5.2 The following tables (Tables 13, 14 and 15) present the results of the initial
screening assessments for each draft Policy and associated supporting text,
relating to minerals, waste and development management, respectively. For all
tables, green shading in the final column indicates a policy option that has been
screened out of further consideration due to the absence of any mechanism for
an adverse effect on European sites. Amber shading indicates that it has been
screened in.
5.3 The screening of the Policies in combination is considered in paragraph 5.4.
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Table 13: Screening assessment for minerals policies
Minerals Policy
Policy M1 – Sustainable minerals development strategy
The long term aims of the Plan are to provide and/or facilitate a
sustainable supply of minerals to meet the needs of Central and Eastern
Berkshire in accordance with all of the following principles:
a) Work with relevant minerals planning authorities to maintain the
supply of aggregate not available within Central and Eastern
Berkshire;
b) Deliver and/or facilitate the identified aggregate demand
requirements (Policy M3);
c) Facilitate the supply of mineral to meet local demands (Policy M6);
d) Be compliant with the spatial strategy for minerals development
(Policy M4).

HRA Screening Outcome (green = screened out. Amber = screened in
for appropriate assessment)
Category Rationale
B

This policy seeks to secure a sustainable minerals supply for
the Plan area but does not allocate any sites for extraction
and carries no presumption that permission will be granted for
the extraction of any minerals covered by this policy. The
policy sets out the principle of compliance with the spatial
strategy for minerals development (Policy M4), which
supports the minerals development on existing sites, and sets
out criteria for the support of new sites.
Sites are subject to HRA as part of this assessment, new
sites will be subject to HRA through the normal development
management process and this policy is supported by Policy
DM3 – Protection of Habitats and Species.
This policy is screened out.

Policy M2 – Safeguarding sand and gravel resources
Sharp sand and gravel and soft sand resources of economic importance,
and around active mineral workings, are safeguarded against needless
sterilisation by non-minerals development, unless ‘prior extraction’ takes
place.
Safeguarded mineral resources are defined by a Minerals Safeguarding
Area illustrated on the Policies Map and a list of safeguarded sites will be
maintained.
Non-minerals development in the Minerals Safeguarding Area may be
permitted if it can be demonstrated that the option of prior extraction has
been fully considered as part of an application, and:
i.

Prior extraction is maximised taking into account site constraints
and phasing of development; or
ii. It can be demonstrated that the sterilisation of mineral resources
will no occur; or
iii. It would be inappropriate to extract mineral resources in that
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This policy ‘would have no negative effect on a European site
at all’ as the policy does not allocate any sites for extraction –
it merely seeks to ensure that key reserves within the Plan
area are not ‘sterilised’ by the presence of conflicting
development. It carries no presumption that permission will be
granted for the extraction of any minerals covered by this
policy or safeguarding areas.
This policy is supported by Policy DM3 – Protection of
Habitats and Species.
Individual applications for future minerals extraction will also
be subject to HRA screening through the normal development
management process.
This policy is screened out.
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location, with regard to other policies in the Local Development
Plan.
Policy M3 – Sand and gravel supply

B

Provision will be made for the release of land to allow a steady and
adequate supply of sand and gravel for aggregate purposes in Central and
Eastern Berkshire at an average rate of 0.71 million tonnes a year to 2036.
A landbank of permitted reserves for the winning and working of sharp
sand and gravel sufficient for at least 7 years’ supply will be maintained
through the Plan period.

This policy identifies the required scale of sand and gravel
supply for the Plan area but does not specifically identify any
sites. Sites are subject to HRA as part of this assessment and
the development of any of those sites or other future sites will
be subject to HRA screening through the normal development
management process.
This policy is also supported by Policy DM3 – Protection of
Habitats and Species.
This policy is screened out.

Policy M4 – Locations for sand and gravel extraction
A steady and adequate supply of locally extracted sand and gravel will be
provided by:
1. The extraction of remaining reserves at the following permitted sites:
a. Horton Brook Quarry
b. Riding Court Farm, Datchet
c. Sheephouse Farm
2. Extensions to the following existing sites:
a. Poyle Quarry
3. The following new sand and gravel Preferred Sites:
a. Poyle Quarry
b. Bridge Farm
c. Water Oakley
d. Ham Island
e. Southlea Farm

C2

This policy seeks to maintain a steady and adequate supply
of locally extracted sand and gravel through the extraction of
existing permitted sites, extension to an existing site, new
sites and other future new sites.
Future sites will be subject to HRA screening through the
normal development management process and this policy is
also supported by Policy DM3 – Protection of Habitats and
Species.
However, the extended and new Preferred Sites are subject
to HRA screening as part of this assessment process and a
number of these have been screened in.
This policy is screened in.

4. Proposals for new sites not outlined in Policy M4 (1, 2 and 3) will be
supported, in appropriate locations. Where:
a. They are needed to maintain the landbank; and/or
b. Maximise opportunities of existing infrastructure and available
minerals resources; or at least one of the following:
i. The site contains soft sand;
ii. The resources would otherwise be sterilised; or
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iii. The proposal is for a specific local requirement.
Policy M5 – Supply of recycled and secondary aggregates

B

Recycled and secondary aggregate production will be supported, in
appropriate locations, by encouraging investment and further
infrastructure to maximise the availability of alternatives to local land-won
sand and gravel.
The supply of recycled aggregate will be provided by maintaining a
minimum capacity of 0.05 million tonnes during the life of the Plan.

This policy identifies the required scale of recycled and
secondary aggregate production for the Plan area but does
not specifically identify any sites, nor provide any requirement
for such sites to come forward. Sites are subject to HRA as
part of this assessment and the development of any of those
sites or other future sites will be subject to HRA screening
through the normal development management process.
This policy is supported by DM3 – Protection of Habitats and
Species.
This policy is screened out.

Policy M6 – Chalk, clay and other minerals

B

Proposals for the extraction of chalk and clay will be supported, in
appropriate locations, subject to:
i. The proposal does not have an unacceptable impact on the local
environment and communities; and
ii. There being no other suitable, sustainable alternative source of
mineral available.

This policy provides support for the extraction of chalk and
clay but does not specifically identify any sites, nor provide a
requirement for such sites. Sites are subject to HRA as part of
this assessment and the development of any of those sites or
other future sites will be subject to HRA screening through the
normal development management process.
Although it is noted that the wording – “does not have an
unacceptable impact on the local environment…” the policy is
supported by Policy DM3 – Protection of Habitats and
Species.
This policy is screened out.

Policy M7 – Aggregate wharves and rail depots
Proposals for aggregate wharves or rail depots will be supported:
1) At Monkey Island Wharf; and
2) In appropriate locations which have good connectivity to:
a. The Strategic Road Network; and/or
b. The Rail network; and/or
c. Minerals infrastructure

B

This policy provides support for aggregate wharves and rail
depots and Monkey Island Wharf is put forward as a potential
location.
The development of such facilities will be subject to HRA
screening through the normal development management
process and this policy is supported by Policy DM3 –
Protection of Habitats and Species.
Monkey Island Wharf is subject to HRA screening as part of
this assessment process and this has concluded that it would
not be likely to have a significant effect on European sites
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either alone or in combination with other plans or projects.
This policy is screened out.
Policy M8 – Safeguarding minerals infrastructure
Facilities for concrete batching, the manufacture of coated materials, other
concrete products and the handling, processing and distribution of
substitute, recycled and secondary aggregate material within the Plan area
will be safeguarded for their on-going use.
Where this infrastructure is situated within a host quarry, wharf or rail
depot, they will be safeguarded for the life of the host site.
Existing, planned and potential sites the supply of minerals in Central and
Eastern Berkshire will be safeguarded against development that would
prejudice or jeopardise its operation by creating incompatible land uses.
Non-mineral development that might result in the loss of permanent
mineral capacity may be considered in the following circumstances:

B

The policy seeks to ensure that existing, planned and
potential sites for the supply of minerals, and existing facilities
for concrete batching, coated materials manufacture and the
handling, processing and distribution of substitute, recycled
and secondary aggregate material are safeguarded against
development. There is no presumption that permission will be
granted for any changes to this infrastructure. This policy can
be implemented in one or more ways that would not give rise
to impacts to European sites
Individual applications for future sites for the supply of
minerals will be subject to HRA screening through the normal
development management process and this policy is
supported by Policy DM3 – Protection of Habitats and
Species.
This policy is screened out.

a) The site is relocated with appropriate replacement capacity being
provided;
b) New capacity is provided which allows for the closure of sites;
c) The requirements of the need for the alternative development are
set out in the wider Development Plan and outweigh the need for
safeguarding.
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Table 14: Screening assessment for waste policies
Waste Policy
Policy W1 – Sustainable waste development strategy

HRA Screening Outcome (green = screened out. Amber = screened in
for appropriate assessment)
Category Rationale
B

The long term aims of the Plan are to provide and/or facilitate sustainable
management of waste for Central and Eastern Berkshire in accordance
with all of the following principles:
a) Encourage waste to be managed at the highest achievable level
within the waste hierarchy;
b) Locate near to the sources of waste, or markets for its use;
c) Maximise opportunities to share infrastructure at appropriate
existing mineral or waste sites;
e) Deliver and/or facilitate of the identified waste management
capacity requirements (Policy W3);
f) Be compliant with the spatial strategy for waste development
(Policy W4).
g) Where W1 (f) cannot be achieved, work with other waste planning
authorities to provide the most sustainable option for waste
management.
Policy W2 – Safeguarding of waste management facilities
All waste management facilities and those which provide a temporary
specialist function shall be safeguarded from encroachment or loss to
other forms of development.
New waste management facilities will be automatically safeguarded.
Non-waste development that might result in a loss of permanent waste
management capacity may be considered in the following circumstances:
a) The planning benefits of the non-waste development clearly
outweigh the need for the waste management facility at the
location; and
b) The waste management facility is no longer required and will not
be required within the plan period; and
c) An alternative site providing an equal or greater level of waste
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This policy seeks to provide and/or facilitate sustainable
management of waste for the Plan area but does not allocate
any sites and carries no presumption that permission will be
granted for the extraction of any minerals covered by this
policy. The policy sets out the principle of compliance with the
spatial strategy for waste development (Policy W4), which
supports the waste development on new sites and sets out
criteria for the support of additional sites.
Sites are subject to HRA as part of this assessment, new
sites will be subject to HRA through the normal development
management process and aspects of this policy that do drive
geographical steer in relation to existing sites or waste
sources are balanced by Policy DM3 – Protection of Habitats
and Species.
This policy is screened out.

B

This policy seeks to ensure that waste management facilities
and those which provide a temporary specialist function, and
new waste management facilities, are safeguarded from
encroachment or loss to other forms of development. The
policy does not identify any sites nor carries a presumption
that permission will be granted for waste management
facilities covered by this policy.
Individual applications for future waste management facilities
will be subject to HRA screening through the normal
development management process and this policy is
supported by Policy DM3 – Protection of Habitats and
Species.
This policy is screened out.
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management capacity of the same type has been found within the
Plan area, granted permission and shall be developed and
operational prior to the loss of the existing site.
Policy W3 – Waste capacity requirements

C2

Additional waste infrastructure capacity within the Plan area will be
granted to provide a minimum of:
•
•
•
•

145,000 tpa non-hazardous recycling capacity;
100,000 tpa non-hazardous recovery capacity;
33,000 tpa non-hazardous sludge treatment capacity;
305,000 tpa of inert recycling or recovery capacity.

This policy identifies the required scale of waste infrastructure
capacity for the Plan area but does not specifically identify
any sites. Sites are subject to HRA as part of this assessment
and the development of any of those sites or other future sites
will be subject to HRA screening through the normal
development management process.
This policy is also supported by Policy DM3 – Protection of
Habitats and Species.

Hazardous waste management facilities and non-hazardous waste landfill
for residual waste and will be supported, in appropriate locations, where
there is a clear and demonstrable need.

However, further analysis is required to ascertain whether this
level of waste capacity can be provided without having a likely
significant effect on European sites.
This policy is screened in.

Policy W4 – Locations and sites for waste management
The delivery of new and additional waste management infrastructure will
be supported within:
1) New sites:
i. Planners Farm, Bracknell Forest
ii. Horton Brook Quarry, Windsor and Maidenhead
iii. The Compound, Windsor and Maidenhead
iv. Berkyn Manor Farm, Windsor and Maidenhead
v. Star Works / Knowl Hill Landfill, Wokingham
vi. Datchet Quarry / Riding Court Farm, Windsor and Maidenhead
2) Appropriate locations, where the site:
a) Has good connectivity to the strategic road network; and
i. Areas of major new development; or
ii. Sources of waste and/or markets for the types of waste to be
managed; and
b) Is existing or planned industrial or employment land; or
c) Is previously-developed land or redundant agricultural and forestry
buildings, their curtilages and hard standings; or
d) Is part of an active quarry or landfill operation; or
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C2

This policy supports the delivery of new and additional waste
management infrastructure.
Future sites will be subject to HRA screening through the
normal development management process and this policy is
also supported by Policy DM3 – Protection of Habitats and
Species.
However, the new sites are subject to HRA screening as part
of this assessment process and a number have been
screened in.
This policy is screened in.
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e) Is within or adjoins sewage treatment works and the development
enables the co-treatment of sewage sludge with other wastes.
Policy W5 – Reworking landfills
Proposals for the re-working of landfill sites will only be permitted where
all of the following principles are met:
a) There is no unacceptable risk to human health or the environment;
b) The proposals would result in beneficial use of the land and of the
material being extracted;
c) There is minimal noise and disturbance during the operation and
restoration;
d) There is timely and high quality restoration and aftercare of the
site.
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B

This policy for the reworking of landfills does not identify
specific sites. It is noted that the policy includes the wording
“There is no unacceptable risk to… the environment”. Any
such proposals would be subject to HRA screening through
the normal development management process and this policy
is supported by Policy DM3 – Protection of Habitats and
Species.
This policy is screened out.
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Table 15: Screening assessment for development management policies
Development Management Policy
Policy DM1 – Sustainable Development

HRA Screening Outcome (green = screened out. Amber = screened in
for appropriate assessment)
Category Rationale
A4

The Central and Eastern Berkshire Authorities will take a positive
approach to minerals and waste development that reflects the
presumption in favour of sustainable development contained within the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the associated Planning
Practice Guidance. The authorities will seek to work proactively with
applicants to find solutions to secure development that improves the
economic, social and environmental conditions of the Plan area.

This policy ‘would have no negative effect on a European site
at all’ as the NPPF specifically excludes development that
may lead to an adverse effect on European sites from the
presumption in favour of sustainable development.
However, it is recommended that this wording is specifically
stated in the policy’s supporting text.
This policy is screened out.

Minerals and waste development that accords with the policies in this Plan
will be approved without delay, unless material considerations indicate
otherwise. Where there are no policies relevant to the application or
relevant policies are out of date at the time of making the decision then the
Central and Eastern Berkshire Authorities will grant permission unless
material considerations indicate otherwise – taking into account whether:
1. Any adverse impacts of granting permission would significantly
and demonstrably outweigh the benefits, when assessed against
the policies in the National Planning Policy Framework taken as a
whole; or
2. Specific policies in the National Planning Policy Framework
indicate that development should be restricted.
Policy DM2 – Climate Change – Mitigation and Adaptation
Minerals and waste development should minimise their impact on the
causes of climate change. Where applicable, minerals and waste
development should reduce vulnerability and provide resilience to impacts
of climate change by:
1. Being located and designed to help reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and the more sustainable use of resources; or,
2. To facilitate low carbon technologies; and
3. Avoiding areas of vulnerability to climate change and flood risk or
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This policy ‘would have no negative effect on a European site
at all’ as its focus is on minimising potentially harmful
greenhouse gas emissions and exacerbating vulnerability to
climate change and flood risk.
This policy is screened out.
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otherwise incorporate adaptation measures.
Policy DM3 – Protection of Habitats and Species
Minerals and waste development that will contribute to the conservation,
restoration or enhancement of biodiversity will be permitted.
Development that is likely to result in a significant effect, either alone or in
combination with internationally designated sites including Special
Protection Areas, Special Areas of Conservation, Ramsar sites; sites
identified to counteract adverse effects on internationally designated
sites; and European Protected Species will need to satisfy the
requirements of the Habitat Regulations.

A2 / A4

This policy ‘would have no negative effect on a European site
at all’ as this is the key policy in relation to the protection of
European sites and steers development to conserve, restore
and enhance biodiversity, satisfy the requirements of the
Habitats Directive and improve connectivity and supporting
habitats.
The word ‘with’ in paragraph 2, line 2, should be changed to
‘on’.
This policy is screened out.

The following sites, habitats and species will be protected in accordance
with the level of their relative importance:
a) nationally designated sites including Sites of Special Scientific
Interest and National Nature Reserves, nationally protected
species and Ancient Woodland (including semi-natural and
replanted);
b) local interest sites including Local Wildlife Sites, and Local Nature
Reserves;
d) habitats and species of principal importance
e) priority habitats and species listed in the national and local
Biodiversity Action Plans
f)

trees, woodlands, ancient, aged and veteran trees, and hedgerows;
and

g) features of the landscape that function as ‘stepping stones’ or
form part of a wider network of sites by virtue of a coherent
ecological structure or function, or importance in the migration,
dispersal and genetic exchange of wild species.
Minerals and waste development likely to result in the loss harm or
deterioration of the above sites, habitats and species will only be
permitted where it is judged;
1. in proportion to their relative importance (alone or as part of a
wider network), that the merits of the development outweigh any
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likely environmental damage,
2. the development could not be reasonably located on an alternative
site that would result in less or no harm to the biodiversity
interests; and
3. where development would result in adverse effects to biodiversity,
appropriate avoidance, mitigation and compensation measures
can be provided.
Policy DM4 – Protection of Designated Landscape

A2

Planning permission for minerals and waste development proposals
adjacent, but within the setting of the North Wessex Downs Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), and Chilterns AONB, will be
considered having regard to the effect on the purpose of conserving and
enhancing the special qualities of the relevant AONB. Consideration of
such applications will assess;

This policy ‘would have no negative effect on a European site
at all’ as its focus is on minimising the impact of development
on the natural beauty of the AONBs adjacent to the Plan
area. Natural beauty includes habitats and species. In
addition many European sites are located within protected
landscapes.
This policy is screened out.

a) The need for the development, including in terms of any national
considerations and the impact of granting, or
b) The impact of permitting, or refusing the development upon the
local economy;
c) The cost of, and scope for meeting the need elsewhere outside the
designated area, or meeting the need in some other way; and,
d) Whether, any detrimental effects on the environment, the
landscape and/or recreational opportunities can be satisfactory
mitigated, taking account of the relevant AONB Management Plan.
Policy DM5 – Protection of the Countryside
Minerals and waste development in the open countryside will only be
permitted where:
a) It is a time-limited mineral extraction or related development; or
b) The development provides a suitable reuse of previously
developed land; or
c) Redundant farm or forestry buildings and their curtilages or hard
standings.

A3

This policy ‘would have no negative effect on a European site
at all’ as it steers development away from open countryside
and European sites are located predominantly within open
countryside. The Plan also benefits from a specific policy
(DM3) relating to the protection of European sites.
This policy is screened out.

Where appropriate and applicable, development in the countryside will be
expected to meet the highest standards of design, operation and
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restoration including being subject to a requirement that it is restored in
the event it is no longer required for minerals and waste use.
Policy DM6 – Green Belt

A3

Proposals for minerals and waste development within the London Area
Green Belt will be carefully assessed for their effect on the objectives and
purposes for which the designation has been made. High priority will be
given to preservation of the openness of the Green Belt.

This policy ‘would have no negative effect on a European site
at all’ as its focus is on development within green belt, and
the Plan benefits from a specific policy (DM3) relating to the
protection of European sites.
This policy is screened out.

Where the proposals do not conflict with the preservation of the openness
of the Green Belt, waste management facilities, including aggregate
recycling facilities will be permitted where it can be demonstrated that the
site is the most suitable location in relation to arisings and recyclate
markets, where there are no appropriate sites outside the Green Belt that
could fulfil the same role, and provided the development would not cause
harm to the objectives and purposes of the Green Belt.
Policy DM7 – Conserving the Historic Environment
Proposals for minerals and waste developments will be required to protect
and preserve the historic environment and heritage assets of the Central &
Eastern Berkshire Authorities, including both designated and nondesignated assets, including the settings of these sites.

A3

This policy ‘would have no negative effect on a European site
at all’ as its focus is on the protection and preservation of the
historic environment and heritage assets.
This policy is screened out.

The following assets will be protected in accordance with their relative
importance:
a) Scheduled Ancient Monuments;
b) Listed buildings;
c) Conservation areas;
d) Registered parks and gardens;
e) Registered battlefields;
f) Sites of archaeological importance; and
g) Other locally recognised assets.
Minerals and waste development should preserve, and where possible,
enhance the character or appearance of historical assets unless it is
demonstrated that the need for and benefits of the development decisively
outweigh these interests and impacts will be mitigated.
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Policy DM8 – Restoration of Minerals and Waste Developments

A3

Planning permission for minerals extraction and temporary waste
management development will be granted where satisfactory provision
has been made for high standards of restoration and aftercare such that
the intended after-use of the site is achieved in a timely manner, including
where necessary for its long-term management.

It is noted that the policy also makes reference to the need to
contribute to the delivery of local objectives for habitats and
biodiversity.

The restoration of minerals and waste developments should be in keeping
with the character and setting of the local area, and should contribute to
the delivery of local objectives for habitats, biodiversity or community use
where these are consistent with the development plan.

It is recommended that the policy also includes ‘national
policies for biodiversity’ to make a link to European site
Conservation Objectives.

The restoration of mineral extraction and landfill sites should be phased
throughout the life of the development.
Policy DM9 – Protecting Public Health, Safety and Amenity
Planning permission will be granted for minerals and waste development
provided that it does not generate unacceptable adverse impacts. Minerals
and waste development should not:
a) Release emissions to the atmosphere, land or water (above
appropriate standards);
b) Have an unacceptable impact on human health;
c) Cause unacceptable noise, dust, lighting, vibration or odour;
d) Have an unacceptable visual impact;
e) Potentially endanger aircraft from bird strike and structures;
f) Cause an unacceptable impact on public safety safeguarding
zones;
g) Cause an unacceptable impact on:
i. Tip and quarry slope stability; or
ii. Differential settlement of quarry backfill and landfill; or
iii. Subsidence and migration of contaminants;
iv. Cause an unacceptable impact on surface water or
groundwater sources;
v. Cause an unacceptable impact on public strategic
infrastructure;
vi. Cause an unacceptable cumulative impact arising from the
interactions between minerals and waste developments, and
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This policy ‘would have no negative effect on a European site
at all’. Measures contained in this policy may lead to
enhancement in the integrity of the European site network
through appropriate after-use and site restoration and the
policy is supported by DM3 – Protection of Habitats and
Species.

This policy is screened out.
A1

This policy ‘would have no negative effect on a European site
at all’ as it focuses on public health, safety and amenity and,
in particular, to the control of emissions to atmosphere, land
or water; noise, dust, lighting and vibration; and impacts to
surface water and groundwater sources, which are all
relevant to the effect of development on European sites.
This policy is screened out.
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between mineral, waste and other forms of development.
Policy DM10 – Water Environment and Flood Risk

A2

Planning permission will be granted for minerals and/or waste
development where it does not:
a) Result in the deterioration of physical state, water quality or
ecological status of any water resource and waterbody, including
rivers, streams, lakes and ponds; and,
b) Have an unacceptable impact on groundwater Source Protection
Zones.

This policy ‘would have no negative effect on a European site
at all’. Measures contained within this policy would reduce the
risk of impacts on European sites from reduced water quality
and elevated flood risk. The policy specifically excludes
measures that gives rise to impacts to biodiversity
This policy is screened out.

Minerals and waste development in areas at risk of flooding should:
a) not result in an increased flood risk elsewhere and, where
possible, will reduce flood risk overall;
b) incorporate flood protection, flood resilience and resistance
measures where appropriate to the character and biodiversity of
the area and the specific requirements of the site;
c) have site drainage systems designed to take account of events
which exceed the normal design standard;
d) not increase net surface water run-off; and
e) If appropriate, incorporate Sustainable Drainage Systems to
manage surface water drainage, with whole-life management and
maintenance arrangements.
Policy DM11 – Sustainable Transport Movements
Minerals and Waste development will be expected to demonstrate good
connectivity. A Transport Assessment or Statement of potential impacts
on highway safety, congestion and demand management will be required.

A2

This policy ‘would have no negative effect on a European site
at all’. Measures contained within this policy would reduce the
risk of impacts on the environment from minerals and waste
transport.
This policy is screened out.

Specifically, the assessment should explore how the movement of
minerals and/or waste within and outside the site will not be detrimental to
road safety and would not have an unacceptable impact on the
environment or local community and determine whether highway
improvements may be required to mitigate associated impacts, with
increased vehicle movements.
Where minerals and waste development will require significant road
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transport, the development will be expected to address alternatives to
road-based methods of transportation such as rail, inland waterways,
conveyors, pipelines and the use of reverse logistics.
Policy DM12 – High Quality Design of Minerals and Waste Development

A1

Proposals for minerals and waste development will be required to
demonstrate that they will not cause an unacceptable adverse visual
impact and should maintain and enhance the distinctive character of the
setting.
The design of appropriate built facilities for minerals and waste
development should be designed to:
1. Maximise the re-use or recycling of materials;
2. Protect and enhance the character and quality of the site’s setting
and its biodiversity interests or mitigate and if necessary
compensating for any predicted loss;
3. Protect and, wherever possible, enhance soils and not result in the
net loss of best and most versatile agricultural land;
4. Ensure the protection of soils during construction and, when
appropriate, recover and enhance soil resources.
5. Avoid and wherever possible reduce the risk of flooding both
during and following the completion of operations.
Policy DM13 – Ancillary development
Proposals for minerals processing or manufacturing, or of structures
ancillary to the existing minerals or waste operation, will be supported
where they are appropriate and located within the development footprint
of the existing site.

This policy ‘would have no negative effect on a European site
at all’ as it focuses on maintaining and enhancing the
distinctive character of the development’s setting. The policy
specifically requires that biodiversity interests are considered
with respect to the design of sites, and is further supported by
policies DM3.
This policy is screened out.

B

Although it is noted that operations will be supported where
they are “appropriate and located within the development
footprint of the existing site”, the Plan benefits from Policy
DM3 Protection of Habitats and Species, which gives specific
protection to European sites. In addition any specific proposal
for ancillary development that would be likely to have a
significant effect on a European site would require Habitats
Regulations Assessment (HRA) at the planning application
stage.
Policy DM12 – High Quality Design of Minerals and Waste
Development is also relevant to the application of this policy.
This policy is screened out.
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Initial in-combination assessment of policies within the emerging
Plan
5.4 Policies that are not likely to have a significant effect may combine with other
policies in the emerging Plan to give rise to potential negative effects. In order
to assess this, an exercise will be carried out looking at the relationship
between all the policies in the draft Plan. Due to the complexity of this process,
this is an ongoing exercise and the findings will be reported in the subsequent
iteration of this screening report, and taken into account in the next stages of
plan preparation. Table 16 provides an analysis of the linkages between
Policies.
Table 16: Interaction between Policies
Policy
Reference
M1
M2
M3
M4
M5
M6
M7
M8
W1
W2
W3
W4
W5
DM1
DM2
DM3
DM4
DM5
DM6
DM7
DM8
DM9
DM10
DM11
DM12
DM13

Other policies relevant to implementation
M2, M3, M4, M5, M6, M7, M8, W4, DM1, DM2, DM3, DM4, DM5, DM8, DM13.
M1, M3, M4, M8, DM3, DM5, DM13.
M1, M2, M4, M7, M8, W4, DM1, DM3, DM5, DM6, DM7, DM13.
M1, M2, M3, M8, W4, DM1, DM3, DM5, DM6, DM7, DM9, DM10, DM11.
M1, M7, M8, W1, W2, W3, W4, DM1, DM6, DM13.
M1, M5, M8, W4, DM1, DM3, DM8, DM11.
M1, M3, M5, M8, DM1, DM3, DM11, DM13.
M1, M2 M3, M4, M5, M6, M7, W4, DM1, DM3, DM13.
M5, W2, W3, W4, W5, DM1, DM2, DM3, DM4, DM5, DM6, DM7, DM8, DM9,
DM10, DM11, DM12, DM13.
W1, W3, W4, DM1, DM3, DM9, DM13.
M5, W1, W2, W4, W5, DM1, DM3, DM13.
M1, M3, M4, M5, M6, M8, W1, W2, W3, W5, DM1, DM2, DM3, DM4, DM5, DM6,
DM7, DM8, DM9 DM10, DM11, DM12, DM13.
W1, W3, W4, DM1, DM3, DM8, DM9, DM13.
M1, M3,M4,M5, M6,M8, W1, W2, W3, W5, DM1, DM2, DM3, DM4, DM5, DM6,
DM7, DM8, DM9, DM10, DM11, DM12, DM13.
M1, W1, W4, DM1, DM3, DM9, DM11, DM12.
M1, M2, M3, M4, M5, M6, M7, M8, W1, W2, W3, W4, W5, DM1, DM2, DM4,
DM8, DM9, DM10, DM11, DM12, DM13.
M1, W1, W4, DM1, DM3, DM5, DM8 DM11, DM12.
M1, M2, M3, M4, W1, W4, DM1, DM4, DM8, DM11, DM12.
M3, M4, M5, W1, W4, DM1, DM12.
M3, M4, W1, W4.
M1, M6, W1, W4, W5, DM1, DM3, DM4, DM5, DM9, DM12.
M4, W1, W2, W4, W5, DM3, DM8, DM10, DM11.
M4, W1, W4, DM1, DM3, DM9, DM12.
M4, M6, M7, W1, W4, DM1, DM3, DM4, DM5, DM9.
W1, W4, DM1, DM2, DM3, DM4, DM5, DM6, DM8, DM10.
M1, M2, M3, M5, M7, M8, W1, W2, W3, W4, W5, DM1, DM3.
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6. Initial screening of Minerals Sites alone and in-combination
6.1 The following tables (Tables 17 – 22) present the initial screening assessment for mineral sites alone and in-combination.
Minerals sites are included that are located within 5km (precautionary principle screening buffer) of a European site.
TABLE 17
Site name and reference
Location of Site
Brief description of Site

European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site
Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

Poyle Quarry (CEB18a)
TQ 021 764
Current use: Existing arable fields with electricity pylons and cables running through the site. The
site area of 21.8ha of which 18.2ha would be subject to mineral extraction.
Proposal: Phased extraction of approximately 800,000 tonnes of sand and gravel with no
processing on site. Processing of materials is to be carried out at an existing, adjacent processing
plant site located in Slough.
Planning permission for extraction and infilling of Poyle Quarry was granted by the Royal Borough
of Windsor and Maidenhead (RBWM) in 2008. The permission was renewed in 2011 although the
permission was not implemented and subsequently lapsed in January 2016. A new planning
application (17/03426/FUL) has now been submitted to RBWM for the Poyle Quarry site for
extraction and infilling.
Restoration: Recovery of land using inert waste to recreate agriculture land at original land level.
Approximate size of site: Site area of 21.8ha of which 18.2ha would be subject to mineral
extraction.
Previous consideration within the plan making process: Previously Allocated as part of Preferred
Area 12 (North of Horton) in the Replacement Minerals Plan (1995) incorporating alterations
adopted in 1997 and 2001 and Preferred Area 25 within the Waste Local Plan for Berkshire
(1998).
South West London Waterbodies
SPA / Ramsar
Windsor and Maidenhead, TQ023746
0.58km
The South-West London Water Bodies comprises a series of embanked water supply reservoirs
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and former gravel pits that support a range of man-made and semi-natural open water habitats.
The predominant habitat (70%) is made up of inland water bodies. There are also areas of
improved grassland, humid and mesophile grassland and broad-leaved deciduous woodland. The
soil and geology is a mix of alluvium, clay, and mud, neutral and sand.
The reservoirs and gravel pits function as important feeding and roosting sites for wintering
wildfowl, in particular Gadwall Anas strepera and Shoveler Anas clypeata, both of which occur in
numbers of European importance.
Conservation Objectives of the European site
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying features;
• The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying features;
• The supporting processes on which the habitats of the qualifying features rely;
• The population of each of the qualifying features; and
• The distribution of the qualifying features within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• A051 Anas strepera; Gadwall (Non-breeding)
• A056 Anas clypeata; Northern shoveler (Non-breeding)
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The site is located 0.58km south east of the SPA / Ramsar. The European site will,
therefore, not be impacted by direct land take.
Removal of supporting habitat Y
The main issue relates to the proximity of the site to the SPA. The on-site habitat
though presenting little intrinsic biodiversity interest, provides moderate suitability
(large, open and arable) for foraging over-wintering birds such as waders, brent
goose and ducks, and could potentially be considered supporting SPA habitat.
Further surveys will be required to determine the level of importance of these
grasslands for qualifying feature species of birds, especially in combination with
other sites in the vicinity.
Noise
Y
Proximity could lead to indirect impacts such noise pollution.
Vibration
Y
Proximity could lead to indirect impacts such vibration.
Lighting
N
As the site is 0.58km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Dust
N
As the site is 0.58km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
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negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water pollution
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Changes in surface /
Y
Dewatering is a key process in the extraction of sand and gravel. This can have
groundwater hydrology
impacts on groundwater flow up to 2km from the extraction site. As the site is only
0.58km from the SPA / Ramsar, mineral extraction operations could have a negative
effect on the European site.
Traffic
N
The change in HGV traffic will be less than 1%. Due to the de-minimis potential
change in HGV traffic, it is considered unlikely that the interest features are
vulnerable to this hazard.
Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
Sites CEB16, 18a, 18b, 19, 21, 25, 27.
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
Yes (C2)
In-combination with other plans/projects
Yes
European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site
Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

Windsor Forest and Great Park
SAC
Windsor and Maidenhead, Bracknell Forest; TQ023784
4.73km
Windsor Forest and Great Park consists of a large area of continuous dry oak-dominated
woodland and parkland and is made up of large population of ancient oak pollards trees. Being
partially hollow and decayed, the oaks and beech afford habitats for a number of extremely rare
and specialised insects. The predominant habitat is mixed woodland (95%), with areas of dry
grasslands and inland water bodies. The soil and geology is a mix of acidic, clay, neutral and sand.
The area recently been recognised as having rich fungal assemblages.
Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub layer
(Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion). (Beech forests on acid soils). Old acidophilous oak
woods homes the largest number of veteran oaks, Quercus spp. in Britain on sandy plains. (Dry
oak-dominated woodland).
It is recognised as international importance for its range of saproxylic invertebrates such as the
rare beetle Lacon querceus. In addition the site is thought to support the largest known
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populations of the Violet Click Beetle, Limoniscus violaceus, in the UK.
Conservation Objectives of the European site
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by
maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying species;
• The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats;
• The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species;
• The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of qualifying
species rely;
• The populations of qualifying species; and
• The distribution of qualifying species within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• H9120. Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub
layer (Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion); Beech forests on acid soils.
• H9190. Old acidophilous oak woods with Quercus robur on sandy plains; Dry oak-dominated
woodland.
• S1079. Limoniscus violaceus; Violet click beetle.
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The site is located 4.73km from the SAC. Therefore, the European site will not be
impacted by direct loss of land.
Removal of supporting habitat N
As the site is 4.73km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Noise
N
As the site is 4.73km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vibration
N
As the site is 4.73km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Lighting
N
As the site is 4.73km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Dust
N
As the site is 4.73km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water pollution
N
The site is located 4.73km from the SAC, and is not connected to the European site
by any vectors which may carry pollution. Therefore, the European and Ramsar site
will not be impacted from water pollution.
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Changes in surface /
groundwater hydrology
Traffic

N

As the site is 4.73km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
N
Due to the distance of the proposed development to the SAC, it is considered that
slight changes in traffic will not result in a likely significant effect.
Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
RBWM Local Plan Submission Version (2017)
Maidenhead Golf Course (4.62km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 2000
Land south of Harvest hill Road, Maidenhead (4.85km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 380
Land south of Manor Lane, Maidenhead (5.39km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 220
Land west of Windsor, north and south of the A308, Windsor (4.44km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 450
Longcross Garden Village, Runnymede (4.14km) - Site allocation for new sustainable settlement incorporating a minimum of 1718 residential units and a
range of supporting services and facilities.
Sites: CEB2, 16, 17, 18b, 19, 21, 25, 27, 28
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
No
In-combination with other plans/projects
No
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TABLE 18
Site name and reference
Location of Site
Brief description of Site

European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site
Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

Conservation Objectives of the European site

Poyle Quarry Extension (CEB18b)
TQ 021 764
Current use: Existing arable fields.
Proposal: Two minor extension areas to potential Poyle Quarry Mineral extraction site, with no
processing proposed on the site. Processing will take place on a nearby plant outside the plan
area.
Planning permission for extraction and infilling of Poyle Quarry was granted by the Royal Borough
of Windsor and Maidenhead (RBWM) in 2008. The permission was renewed in 2011 although the
permission was not implemented and subsequently lapsed in January 2016. A new planning
application (17/03426/FUL) has now been submitted to RBWM for the Poyle Quarry site.
Restoration: Recovery of land using inert waste to agriculture land at original level.
Approximate size of site: Two areas of land, 4ha and 2ha
Previous consideration within the plan making process: Adjacent to land previously Allocated as
part of Preferred Area 12 (North of Horton) in the Replacement Minerals Plan (1995)
incorporating alterations adopted in 1997 and 2001 and Preferred Area 25 within the Waste Local
Plan for Berkshire (1998).
South West London Waterbodies
SPA / Ramsar
Windsor and Maidenhead, TQ023746
0.50km
The South-West London Water Bodies comprises a series of embanked water supply reservoirs
and former gravel pits that support a range of man-made and semi-natural open water habitats.
The predominant habitat (70%) is made up of inland water bodies. There are also areas of
improved grassland, humid and mesophile grassland and broad-leaved deciduous woodland. The
soil and geology is a mix of alluvium, clay, and mud, neutral and sand.
The reservoirs and gravel pits function as important feeding and roosting sites for wintering
wildfowl, in particular Gadwall Anas strepera and Shoveler Anas clypeata, both of which occur in
numbers of European importance.
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining or restoring:
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• The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying features;
• The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying features;
• The supporting processes on which the habitats of the qualifying features rely;
• The population of each of the qualifying features; and
• The distribution of the qualifying features within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• A051 Anas strepera; Gadwall (Non-breeding)
• A056 Anas clypeata; Northern shoveler (Non-breeding)
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The site is located 0.50km south east of the SPA / Ramsar. The European site will,
therefore, not be impacted by direct land take.
Removal of supporting habitat Y
The main issue relates to the proximity of the site to the SPA. The on site habitat
though presenting little intrinsic biodiversity interest, provides moderate suitability
(large, open and arable) for foraging over-wintering birds such as waders, brent
goose and ducks, and could potentially be considered supporting SPA habitat.
Further surveys will be required to determine the level of importance of these
grasslands for qualifying feature species of birds, especially in combination with
other sites in the vicinity.
Noise
Y
Proximity could lead to indirect impacts such noise pollution.
Vibration
Y
Proximity could lead to indirect impacts such vibration.
Lighting
N
As the site is 0.50km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Dust
N
As the site is 0.50km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water pollution
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Changes in surface /
Y
Dewatering is a key process in the extraction of sand and gravel. This can have
groundwater hydrology
impacts on groundwater flow up to 2km from the extraction site. As the site is only
0.50km from the SPA / Ramsar mineral extraction operations could have a negative
effect on the European site.
Traffic
N
The change in HGV traffic will be less than 1%. Due to the de-minimis potential
change in HGV traffic, it is considered unlikely that the interest features are
vulnerable to this hazard.
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Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
Sites: CEB16, 18b, 19, 21, 25, 27.
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
Yes (C2)
In-combination with other plans/projects
Yes
European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site
Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

Windsor Forest and Great Park
SAC
Windsor and Maidenhead, Bracknell Forest; TQ023784
4.64km
Windsor Forest and Great Park consists of a large area of continuous dry oak-dominated
woodland and parkland and is made up of large population of ancient oak pollards trees. Being
partially hollow and decayed, the oaks and beech afford habitats for a number of extremely rare
and specialised insects. The predominant habitat is mixed woodland (95%), with areas of dry
grasslands and inland water bodies. The soil and geology is a mix of acidic, clay, neutral and sand.
The area recently been recognised as having rich fungal assemblages.
Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub layer
(Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion). (Beech forests on acid soils). Old acidophilous oak
woods homes the largest number of veteran oaks, Quercus spp. in Britain on sandy plains. (Dry
oak-dominated woodland).

Conservation Objectives of the European site

It is recognised as international importance for its range of saproxylic invertebrates such as the
rare beetle Lacon querceus. In addition the site is thought to support the largest known
populations of the Violet Click Beetle, Limoniscus violaceus, in the UK.
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by
maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying species;
• The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats;
• The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species;
• The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of qualifying
species rely;
• The populations of qualifying species; and
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•
•

The distribution of qualifying species within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
H9120. Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub
layer (Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion); Beech forests on acid soils.
• H9190. Old acidophilous oak woods with Quercus robur on sandy plains; Dry oak-dominated
woodland.
• S1079. Limoniscus violaceus; Violet click beetle.
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The site is located 4.64km from the SAC. Therefore, the European site will not be
impacted by direct loss of land.
Removal of supporting habitat N
As the site is 4.64km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Noise
N
As the site is 4.64km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vibration
N
As the site is 4.64km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Lighting
N
As the site is 4.64km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Dust
N
As the site is 4.64km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water pollution
N
The site is located 4.64km from the SAC, and is not connected to the European site
by any vectors which may carry pollution. Therefore, the European and Ramsar site
will not be impacted from water pollution.
Changes in surface /
N
As the site is 4.64km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
groundwater hydrology
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Traffic
N
Due to the distance of the proposed development to the SAC, it is considered that
slight changes in traffic will not result in a likely significant effect.
Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
RBWM Local Plan Submission Version (2017)
Maidenhead Golf Course (4.62km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 2000
Land south of Harvest hill Road, Maidenhead (4.85km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 380
Land south of Manor Lane, Maidenhead (5.39km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 220
Land west of Windsor, north and south of the A308, Windsor (4.44km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 450
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Longcross Garden Village, Runnymede (4.14km) - Site allocation for new sustainable settlement incorporating a minimum of 1718 residential units and a
range of supporting services and facilities.
Sites: CEB2, 16, 17, 18a, 19, 21, 25, 27, 28.
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
No
In-combination with other plans/projects
No
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TABLE 19
Site name and reference
Location of Site
Brief description of Site

European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site Designation status
Location of European sites
Distance from European sites
Brief description of European site

Water Oakley Farm (CEB17)
Windsor & Maidenhead; SU 915 774
Current use: Agricultural fields
Proposal: Mineral extraction with no processing taking place on this site. The site contains 1.9
million tonnes of high quality sand and gravel, which would be worked over a period of 8 years at
a rate of up to 250,000 tonnes per year. The operator for this site also operates separate sand
and gravel processing plant site at Monkey Island Lane located 700 metres to the north of this
site.
All sand and gravel extracted from this site would be transported by HGV to the Monkey Island
Lane site for processing and sale which has permanent planning permission for mineral
processing and sale.
Restoration: Site will be restored back to agricultural use at original ground levels using inert
waste material (Recovery operation). Infilling with inert waste of approximately 1.25 cubic metres
starting 2 years after extraction commences on site.
Approximate size of site: 57.4 ha of which 37.5 ha would be worked.
Previous consideration within the plan making process: None.
Windsor Forest and Great Park
SAC
Windsor and Maidenhead, Bracknell Forest, TQ023784
1.48km
Windsor Forest and Great Park consists of a large area of continuous dry oak-dominated
woodland and parkland and is made up of large population of ancient oak pollards trees. Being
partially hollow and decayed, the oaks and beech afford habitats for a number of extremely rare
and specialised insects. The predominant habitat is mixed woodland (95%), with areas of dry
grasslands and inland water bodies. The soil and geology is a mix of acidic, clay, neutral and sand.
The area recently been recognised as having rich fungal assemblages.
Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub layer
(Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion). (Beech forests on acid soils). Old acidophilous oak
woods homes the largest number of veteran oaks, Quercus spp. In Britain on sandy plains. (Dry
oak-dominated woodland).
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It is recognised as international importance for its range of saproxylic invertebrates such as the
rare beetle Lacon querceus. In addition the site is thought to support the largest known
populations of the Violet Click Beetle, Limoniscus violaceus, in the UK.
Conservation Objectives of the European site
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by
maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying species;
• The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats;
• The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species;
• The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of qualifying
species rely;
• The populations of qualifying species; and
• The distribution of qualifying species within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• H9120. Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub
layer (Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion); Beech forests on acid soils.
• H9190. Old acidophilous oak woods with Quercus robur on sandy plains; Dry oak-dominated
woodland.
• S1079. Limoniscus violaceus; Violet click beetle.
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The site is located 1.48km south east of the SPA / Ramsar. The European site will,
therefore, not be impacted by direct land take.
Removal of supporting habitat N
As the Site is 1.48km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Noise
Y
Further analysis will need to confirm that there would be no significant noise impacts
on the SAC oak woodlands
Vibration
N
As the Site is 1.48km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Lighting
N
As the Site is 1.48km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Dust
N
As the Site is 1.48km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
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Water pollution
Changes in surface /
groundwater hydrology
Traffic

Y
Y

Further analysis would need to conclude that there are no hydrological connections.
Further analysis would need to conclude that there are no hydrological connections.

N

As the Site is 1.48km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
RBWM Local Plan Submission Version (2017)
Maidenhead Golf Course (4.62km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 2000
Land south of Harvest hill Road, Maidenhead (4.85km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 380
Land south of Manor Lane, Maidenhead (5.39km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 220
Land west of Windsor, north and south of the A308, Windsor (4.44km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 450
Longcross Garden Village, Runnymede (4.14km) - Site allocation for new sustainable settlement incorporating a minimum of 1718 residential units and a
range of supporting services and facilities.
Sites: CEB2, 16, 18a, 18b, 19, 21, 25, 27, 28.
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
Yes (C2)
In-combination with other plans/projects
Yes
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TABLE 20
Site name and reference
Location of Site
Brief description of Site

European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site
Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

Ham Island (CEB16)
Windsor and Maidenhead; 499639 - 175512
Current use: Poorly maintained fields adjacent to a waste water treatment works. The site can be
described as a poorly managed and maintained assortment of low quality fields however it does
incorporate a dog and pony rescue centre close to the main entrance to the site.
Proposal: Sand and gravel extraction. The operator has confirmed that they have an agreement
in place with the landowner to extract minerals at this site. They propose a barge wharf on site to
allow the exportation of extracted material by towed barges along the river Thames and the
importation of inert materials for backfilling of the site.
Restoration: Restoration and aftercare of this potential extraction site would be essential and
the operators (Jayflex Aggregates) proposed vision for this site include a restoration plan that
would be designed to meet wider planning objectives such as creating and enhancing natural
habitats; enhancement of the local landscape including the potential provision of boardwalks,
cycle-ways, amenity areas and enhanced riverside vistas; improving public access to the
countryside and open spaces (including possible co-ordination with any future river Thames flood
alleviation scheme in this local area); improving accessibility to the historic environment and a
management of water resources including the provision of reed beds.
Approximate size of site: 55 hectares is the whole size of the site identified within the red line
boundary of the site of which 24 hectares will be subject to mineral extraction.
Additional Information: Site has been allocated as a potential Borrow Pit in the latest Heathrow
Airport Expansion consultation (Please see page 50, paragraphs 3.1.10 – 3.1.13 in this document
below for further details).
Previous consideration within the plan making process: None.
South West London Waterbodies
SPA / Ramsar
Windsor and Maidenhead, TQ023746
0.20km
The South-West London Water Bodies comprises a series of embanked water supply reservoirs
and former gravel pits that support a range of man-made and semi-natural open water habitats.
The predominant habitat (70%) is made up of inland water bodies. There are also areas of
improved grassland, humid and mesophile grassland and broad-leaved deciduous woodland. The
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soil and geology is a mix of alluvium, clay, and mud, neutral and sand.
The reservoirs and gravel pits function as important feeding and roosting sites for wintering
wildfowl, in particular Gadwall Anas strepera and Shoveler Anas clypeata, both of which occur in
numbers of European importance.
Conservation Objectives of the European site
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying features;
• The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying features;
• The supporting processes on which the habitats of the qualifying features rely;
• The population of each of the qualifying features; and
• The distribution of the qualifying features within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• A051 Anas strepera; Gadwall (Non-breeding)
• A056 Anas clypeata; Northern shoveler (Non-breeding)
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The site is located 0.20km south east of the SPA / Ramsar. The European site will,
therefore, not be impacted by direct land take.
Removal of supporting habitat Y
It is likely that this site would be considered supporting SPA habitat on the basis of
the habitats on site and proximity to the European site, potentially providing
foraging/breeding habitat for qualifying feature species.
Noise
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Vibration
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Lighting
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Dust
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Water pollution
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Changes in surface /
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
groundwater hydrology
vulnerable to this hazard.
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Traffic

Y

Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.

Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
Sites: CEB18a, 18b, 19, 21, 25, 27.
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
Yes (C2)
In-combination with other plans/projects
Yes
European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site
Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

Windsor Forest and Great Park
SAC
Windsor and Maidenhead, Bracknell Forest; TQ023784
2.08km
Windsor Forest and Great Park consists of a large area of continuous dry oak-dominated
woodland and parkland and is made up of large population of ancient oak pollards trees. Being
partially hollow and decayed, the oaks and beech afford habitats for a number of extremely rare
and specialised insects. The predominant habitat is mixed woodland (95%), with areas of dry
grasslands and inland water bodies. The soil and geology is a mix of acidic, clay, neutral and sand.
The area recently been recognised as having rich fungal assemblages.
Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub layer
(Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion). (Beech forests on acid soils). Old acidophilous oak
woods homes the largest number of veteran oaks, Quercus spp. in Britain on sandy plains. (Dry
oak-dominated woodland).

Conservation Objectives of the European site

It is recognised as international importance for its range of saproxylic invertebrates such as the
rare beetle Lacon querceus. In addition the site is thought to support the largest known
populations of the Violet Click Beetle, Limoniscus violaceus, in the UK.
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by
maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying species;
• The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats;
• The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species;
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•

The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of qualifying
species rely;
• The populations of qualifying species; and
• The distribution of qualifying species within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• H9120. Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub
layer (Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion); Beech forests on acid soils.
• H9190. Old acidophilous oak woods with Quercus robur on sandy plains; Dry oak-dominated
woodland.
• S1079. Limoniscus violaceus; Violet click beetle.
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The site is located 2.08km from the SAC. Therefore, the European site will not be
impacted by direct loss of land.
Removal of supporting habitat N
As the site is 2.08km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Noise
N
As the site is 2.08km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vibration
N
As the site is 2.08km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Lighting
N
As the site is 2.08km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Dust
N
As the site is 2.08km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water pollution
N
The site is located 2.08km from the SAC, and is not connected to the European site
by any vectors which may carry pollution. Therefore, the European and Ramsar site
will not be impacted from water pollution.
Changes in surface /
N
As the site is 2.08km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
groundwater hydrology
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Traffic
N
Due to the distance of the proposed development to the SAC, it is considered that
slight changes in traffic will not result in a likely significant effect.
Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
RBWM Local Plan Submission Version (2017)
Maidenhead Golf Course (4.62km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 2000
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Land south of Harvest hill Road, Maidenhead (4.85km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 380
Land south of Manor Lane, Maidenhead (5.39km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 220
Land west of Windsor, north and south of the A308, Windsor (4.44km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 450
Longcross Garden Village, Runnymede (4.14km) - Site allocation for new sustainable settlement incorporating a minimum of 1718 residential units and a
range of supporting services and facilities.
Sites: CEB2, 17, 18a, 18b, 19, 21, 25, 27, 28.
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
No
In-combination with other plans/projects
No
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TABLE 21
Site name and reference
Location of Site
Brief description of Site

European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site
Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

Bridge Farm (CEB7)
Wokingham; E475021 N167410
Current use: Farm Estate land used for mixed agriculture and commercial shoots.
Proposal: Mineral extraction and processing of approximately 3.6 million tonnes of sand and
gravel with mixed restoration including importation of inert material to return the site back to
agriculture, lowland meadows and wetlands. Bridge Farm is subject to a current Planning
Application: 170433 that will be determined by Wokingham Borough Council.
Restoration: To agriculture, lowland meadow and wetlands with enhanced public access.
Approximate size of site: 190 hectares.
Proposal nominated by: Landowner and Operator (CEMEX).
Previous consideration within the plan making process: Identified as a candidate Minerals
Preferred Area in the Joint Minerals & Waste Development Framework - Detailed Minerals and
Waste Development Control Policies and Preferred Areas Development Plan Document Reg. 25
(2008): Proposed Minerals Preferred Area for extraction of sharp sand and gravel W M02.
Thames Basin Heaths
SPA
Bracknell forest, SU878566
2.64km
The Thames Basin Heaths form part of a complex of heathlands in southern England that support
important breeding bird populations. Scattered trees and scrub are used for roosting. The open
heathland habitats overlie sand and gravel sediments, give rise to sandy or peaty acidic soils,
supporting dry health vegetation, wet heath and bogs. The site consists of tracts of heathland,
scrub and woodland, once almost continuous, but now fragmented into separate blocks by roads,
urban development and farmland. Less open habitats of scrub, acidic woodland and conifer
plantations dominate, within which are scattered areas of open heath and mire.
Species: The site supports important breeding populations of a number of birds of lowland
heathland. Most namely Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus (7.8% of UK population) and Woodlark
Lullula arborea (9.9% of UK population), both of which nest on the ground, often at the
woodland/heathland edge, and Dartford warbler Sylvia undata (27.8% of UK population), which
often nests in gorse Ulex sp.
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Conservation Objectives of the European site

Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying features;
• The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying features;
• The supporting processes on which the habitats of the qualifying features rely;
• The population of each of the qualifying features; and
• The distribution of the qualifying features within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• A224 Caprimulgus europaeus; European nightjar (Breeding)
• A246 Lullula arborea; Woodlark (Breeding)
• A302 Sylvia undata; Dartford warbler (Breeding)
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The site is located 2.64km south east of the SPA / Ramsar. The European site will,
therefore, not be impacted by direct land take.
Removal of supporting habitat N
As the site is located 2.64km from the European site, the hazard is considered to
have negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Noise
N
As the site is located 2.64km from the European site, the hazard is considered to
have negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vibration
N
As the site is located 2.64km from the European site, the hazard is considered to
have negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Lighting
N
As the site is located 2.64km from the European site, the hazard is considered to
have negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Dust
N
As the site is located 2.64km from the European site, the hazard is considered to
have negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water pollution
N
As the site is located 2.64km from the European site, the hazard is considered to
have negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Changes in surface /
N
As the site is located 2.64km from the European site, the hazard is considered to
groundwater hydrology
have negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Traffic
N
As the site is located 2.64km from the European site, the hazard is considered to
have negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
Runnymede 2030 Draft Local Plan Consultation
Longcross Garden Village, Runnymede (<1km) - Site allocation for new sustainable settlement incorporating a minimum of 1718 residential units and a
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range of supporting services and facilities.
Bracknell Forest Site Allocations Document (adopted)
Land at Broadmoor, Crowthorne, Bracknell Forest (<1km) - Allocated for comprehensive mixed-use development including a redeveloped hospital and 210
residential development;
Land of Transport Research Lab, Crowthorne, Bracknell Forest (<1km) - Allocated for comprehensive mixed-use development including 1,000 residential
units;
Land at Blue Mountain, Binfield, Bracknell Forest (5km) - Allocated for comprehensive mixed-use development including 400 residential units;
Land at Amen Corner (South), Binfield (3.47km) - Allocated for a comprehensive mixed-use development including 725 residential units;
Land at Amen Corner (North), Binfield (3.47km) - Allocated for comprehensive development including 400 residential units;
Land at Warfield, Bracknell Forest (4.93km) - Allocated for comprehensive mixed-use development including 2,200 residential units.
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
No
In-combination with other plans/projects
No
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TABLE 22
Site name and reference
Location of Site
Brief description of Site

European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site
Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

Monkey Island Lane Barge Wharf Unloading Facility (CEB28)
Windsor and Maidenhead;
Current Use: The Cut is a navigable waterway that connects to the river Thames. There is no
current use of the channel or the banks at this location. Approximately 350m to Monkey Island
Lane processing plant.
Proposal: The operator Summerleaze propose to transport sand and gravel from a site outside
the plan area via barges along the river Thames, through a navigable waterway known as the
‘Cut’ to a proposed new barge unloading facility, where the sand and gravel can be unloaded and
put on a conveyor for processing at the existing Monkey Island Lane processing plant.
The river journey taken by barges would be approximately 2km. Barges would join the River
Thames opposite Headpile Eyot travelling south through Bray lock, past the Monkey Island and
would then leave the river to travel west along the Cut which is a navigable waterway. An
unloading facility would be constructed on the side of the Cut to allow barges to be unloaded and
sand and gravel placed into a stockpile. From the stockpile sand and gravel would be delivered
approximately 350metres by conveyor to the Monkey Island plant. A conveyor was previously
used in the same location.
Approximate size of site: Not identified at this stage.
Previous consideration within the plan making process: None
Windsor Forest and Great Park
SAC
Windsor and Maidenhead, Bracknell Forest, TQ023784
2.87km
Windsor Forest and Great Park consists of a large area of continuous dry oak-dominated
woodland and parkland and is made up of large population of ancient oak pollards trees. Being
partially hollow and decayed, the oaks and beech afford habitats for a number of extremely rare
and specialised insects. The predominant habitat is mixed woodland (95%), with areas of dry
grasslands and inland water bodies. The soil and geology is a mix of acidic, clay, neutral and sand.
The area recently been recognised as having rich fungal assemblages.
Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub layer
(Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion). (Beech forests on acid soils). Old acidophilous oak
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woods homes the largest number of veteran oaks, Quercus spp. In Britain on sandy plains. (Dry
oak-dominated woodland).
It is recognised as international importance for its range of saproxylic invertebrates such as the
rare beetle Lacon querceus. In addition the site is thought to support the largest known
populations of the Violet Click Beetle, Limoniscus violaceus, in the UK.
Conservation Objectives of the European site
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by
maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying species;
• The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats;
• The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species;
• The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of qualifying
species rely;
• The populations of qualifying species; and
• The distribution of qualifying species within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• H9120. Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub
layer (Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion); Beech forests on acid soils.
• H9190. Old acidophilous oak woods with Quercus robur on sandy plains; Dry oak-dominated
woodland.
• S1079. Limoniscus violaceus; Violet click beetle.
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The site is located 2.87km from the SAC. Therefore, the European site will not be
impacted by direct loss of land.
Removal of supporting habitat N
As the site is 2.87km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Noise
N
As the site is 2.87km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vibration
N
As the site is 2.87km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Lighting
N
As the site is 2.87km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
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Dust

N

As the site is 2.87km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water pollution
N
The site is located 2.87km from the SAC, and is not connected to the European site
by any vectors which may carry pollution. Therefore, the European and Ramsar site
will not be impacted from water pollution.
Changes in surface /
N
As the site is 2.87km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
groundwater hydrology
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Traffic
N
Due to the distance of the proposed development to the SAC, it is considered that
slight changes in traffic will not result in a likely significant effect.
Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
RBWM Local Plan Submission Version (2017)
Maidenhead Golf Course (4.62km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 2000
Land south of Harvest hill Road, Maidenhead (4.85km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 380
Land south of Manor Lane, Maidenhead (5.39km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 220
Land west of Windsor, north and south of the A308, Windsor (4.44km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 450
Longcross Garden Village, Runnymede (4.14km) - Site allocation for new sustainable settlement incorporating a minimum of 1718 residential units and a
range of supporting services and facilities.
Sites: CEB2, 16, 17, 18a, 18b, 19, 21, 25, 27.
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
No
In-combination with other plans/projects
No
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7. Initial screening of Waste Sites alone and in-combination
7.1 The following tables (Tables 23 – 27) present the screening assessment for waste sites alone and in-combination. Minerals
sites are included that are located within 5km (precautionary principle screening buffer) of a European site. Further detail
regarding waste categories is provided in Appendix 1.
TABLE 23
Site name and reference
Location of Site
Brief description of Site

European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site
Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

Planners Farm (CEB2)
Bracknell; SU89587 71993
Current Use: Site has planning permission for open windrow composting and is an operation site.
The operator of the site is promoting it for other similar forms of waste management such as
biomass production.
Proposal: Other similar forms of waste management i.e. Biomass production.
Waste category: 1 (activities requiring open sites of ancillary open areas (involving biological
treatment)); 2 (activities requiring open sites or ancillary open areas (not involving biological
treatment)); 3 (activities requiring enclosed industrial premises (small scale)).
Restoration: Current site has permanent planning permission.
Approximate size of site: 1 hectare (site has room for expansion within the curtilage of the
farmyard).
Previous consideration within the plan making process: Safeguarded site (Policy WLP21) in the
Waste Local Plan for Berkshire (1998).
Windsor Forest and Great Park
SAC
Windsor and Maidenhead, Bracknell Forest; TQ023784
3.35km
Windsor Forest and Great Park consists of a large area of continuous dry oak-dominated
woodland and parkland and is made up of large population of ancient oak pollards trees. Being
partially hollow and decayed, the oaks and beech afford habitats for a number of extremely rare
and specialised insects. The predominant habitat is mixed woodland (95%), with areas of dry
grasslands and inland water bodies. The soil and geology is a mix of acidic, clay, neutral and sand.
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The area recently been recognised as having rich fungal assemblages.
Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub layer
(Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion). (Beech forests on acid soils). Old acidophilous oak
woods homes the largest number of veteran oaks, Quercus spp. in Britain on sandy plains. (Dry
oak-dominated woodland).
It is recognised as international importance for its range of saproxylic invertebrates such as the
rare beetle Lacon querceus. In addition the site is thought to support the largest known
populations of the Violet Click Beetle, Limoniscus violaceus, in the UK.
Conservation Objectives of the European site
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by
maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying species;
• The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats;
• The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species;
• The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of qualifying
species rely;
• The populations of qualifying species; and
• The distribution of qualifying species within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• H9120. Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub
layer (Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion); Beech forests on acid soils.
• H9190. Old acidophilous oak woods with Quercus robur on sandy plains; Dry oak-dominated
woodland.
• S1079. Limoniscus violaceus; Violet click beetle.
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The Site is approximately 3.35km from the SAC, and is therefore not likely to have a
significant effect on the SAC through direct land take.
Removal of supporting habitat N
As the site is 3.35km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Leachate
N
As the site is 3.35km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Dust
N
As the site is 3.35km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
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Noise

N

As the site is 3.35km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vibration
N
As the site is 3.35km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Lighting
N
As the site is 3.35km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vermin
N
As the site is 3.35km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Traffic
N
As the site is 3.35km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Impact of building
N
As the site is 3.35km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Litter
N
As the site is 3.35km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Emissions of aerial pollutants
N
As the site is 3.35km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water use
N
As the site is 3.35km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water pollution
N
As the site is 3.35km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
RBWM Local Plan Submission Version (2017)
Maidenhead Golf Course (4.62km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 2000
Land south of Harvest hill Road, Maidenhead (4.85km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 380
Land south of Manor Lane, Maidenhead (5.39km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 220
Land west of Windsor, north and south of the A308, Windsor (4.44km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 450
Longcross Garden Village, Runnymede (4.14km) - Site allocation for new sustainable settlement incorporating a minimum of 1718 residential units and a
range of supporting services and facilities.
Sites: CEB16, 17, 18a, 18b, 19, 21, 25, 27, 28.
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
No
In-combination with other plans/projects?
No
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TABLE 24
Site name and reference
Location of Site
Brief description of Site

European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site
Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

Horton Brook Quarry (CEB19)
Windsor and Maidenhead; 51.4822815 - 0.5301374
Current use: Mineral extraction (PP: 07/00590/FULL). An existing sand and gravel extraction site
that is subject to phased restoration. The operator is promoting the site for new recycling
opportunities associated with large local infrastructure projects. This could include general
recycling of construction wastes; soil washing; recycling of road brush wastes and the controlled
temporary storage of tarmac road planings for re-use off site.
Proposal: New recycling opportunities associated with large local infrastructure projects. This
could include general recycling of construction wastes; soil washing; recycling of road brush
wastes and the controlled temporary storage of tarmac road planings for re-use off site.
Waste Category: 1 (activities requiring open sites or ancillary open areas (involving biological
treatment)); 2 (activities requiring open sites or ancillary open areas (not involving biological
treatment)). 3 (activities requiring enclosed industrial premises (small scale)); 4 (activities
requiring enclosed industrial premises (large scale)).
Restoration: Site is to be restored to agriculture under existing planning permission.
Approximate size of site: Whole site is 55 hectares. The potential waste operations would be
located closest to the main site access, within an area where there are existing industrial sheds
and site offices.
Previous consideration within the plan making process: Previously allocated as Preferred Area
25 within the Waste Local Plan for Berkshire (1998) and Preferred Area 12 in the Replacement
Minerals Plan (1995) incorporating alterations adopted in 1997 and 2001.
South West London Waterbodies
SPA / Ramsar
Windsor and Maidenhead; TQ023746
0.70km
The South-West London Water Bodies comprises a series of embanked water supply reservoirs
and former gravel pits that support a range of man-made and semi-natural open water habitats.
The predominant habitat (70%) is made up of inland water bodies. There are also areas of
improved grassland, humid and mesophile grassland and broad-leaved deciduous woodland. The
soil and geology is a mix of alluvium, clay, and mud, neutral and sand.
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The reservoirs and gravel pits function as important feeding and roosting sites for wintering
wildfowl, in particular Gadwall Anas strepera and Shoveler Anas clypeata, both of which occur in
numbers of European importance.
Conservation Objectives of the European site
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying features;
• The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying features;
• The supporting processes on which the habitats of the qualifying features rely;
• The population of each of the qualifying features; and
• The distribution of the qualifying features within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• A051 Anas strepera; Gadwall (Non-breeding)
• A056 Anas clypeata; Northern shoveler (Non-breeding)
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The site is located 0.70km south east of the SPA / Ramsar. The European site will,
therefore, not be impacted by direct land take.
Removal of supporting habitat Y
It is likely that this site would be considered supporting SPA habitat on the basis of
the habitats on site and proximity, potentially providing foraging/breeding habitat
for qualifying feature species.
Leachate
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Dust
N
As the site is 0.70km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Noise
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Vibration
N
As the site is 0.70km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Lighting
N
As the site is 0.70km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vermin
N
As the site is 0.70km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Traffic
N
As the site is 0.70km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
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Impact of building

N

As the site is 0.70km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Litter
N
As the site is 0.70km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Emissions of aerial pollutants
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Water use
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Water pollution
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
Sites: 16, 18a, 18b, 21, 25, 27.
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
Yes (C2)
In-combination with other plans/projects?
Yes
European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site
Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

Windsor Forest and Great Park
SAC
Windsor and Maidenhead, Bracknell Forest; TQ023784
4.32km
Windsor Forest and Great Park consists of a large area of continuous dry oak-dominated
woodland and parkland and is made up of large population of ancient oak pollards trees. Being
partially hollow and decayed, the oaks and beech afford habitats for a number of extremely rare
and specialised insects. The predominant habitat is mixed woodland (95%), with areas of dry
grasslands and inland water bodies. The soil and geology is a mix of acidic, clay, neutral and sand.
The area recently been recognised as having rich fungal assemblages.
Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub layer
(Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion). (Beech forests on acid soils). Old acidophilous oak
woods homes the largest number of veteran oaks, Quercus spp. in Britain on sandy plains. (Dry
oak-dominated woodland).
It is recognised as international importance for its range of saproxylic invertebrates such as the
rare beetle Lacon querceus. In addition the site is thought to support the largest known

Habitats Regulations Assessment: Screening Report (June 2018)

Page 73

populations of the Violet Click Beetle, Limoniscus violaceus, in the UK.
Conservation Objectives of the European site
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by
maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying species;
• The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats;
• The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species;
• The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of qualifying
species rely;
• The populations of qualifying species; and
• The distribution of qualifying species within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• H9120. Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub
layer (Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion); Beech forests on acid soils.
• H9190. Old acidophilous oak woods with Quercus robur on sandy plains; Dry oak-dominated
woodland.
• S1079. Limoniscus violaceus; Violet click beetle.
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The Site is approximately 4.32km from the SAC, and is therefore not likely to have a
significant effect on the SAC through direct land take.
Removal of supporting habitat N
As the site is 4.32km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Leachate
N
As the site is 4.32km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Dust
N
As the site is 4.32km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Noise
N
As the site is 4.32km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vibration
N
As the site is 4.32km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Lighting
N
As the site is 4.32km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vermin
N
As the site is 4.32km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
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negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Traffic
N
As the site is 4.32km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Impact of building
N
As the site is 4.32km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Litter
N
As the site is 4.32km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Emissions of aerial pollutants
N
As the site is 4.32km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water use
N
As the site is 4.32km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water pollution
N
As the site is 4.32km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
RBWM Local Plan Submission Version (2017)
Maidenhead Golf Course (4.62km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 2000
Land south of Harvest hill Road, Maidenhead (4.85km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 380
Land south of Manor Lane, Maidenhead (5.39km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 220
Land west of Windsor, north and south of the A308, Windsor (4.44km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 450
Longcross Garden Village, Runnymede (4.14km) - Site allocation for new sustainable settlement incorporating a minimum of 1718 residential units and a
range of supporting services and facilities.
Sites CEB2, 16, 17, 18a, 18b, 21, 25, 27, 28.
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
No
In-combination with other plans/projects
No
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TABLE 25
Site name and reference
Location of Site
Brief description of Site

European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site
Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

The Compound (CEB24)
Windsor and Maidenhead;
Current use: The site is currently an area of hardstanding used for informal storage by the
Stubbings estate. The site itself has a planning permission for an agricultural storage barn in the
south west corner of the site which has been implemented by the digging out of some footings.
Proposal: Green waste processing (It is important to note that the Landowner has not provided
any further details of the nature of the potential waste operation and is also in pre-application
discussion about residential development on this site which could impact on the viability and
deliverability of this site). The operator is promoting this site for disposal of Green waste,
chippings, Garden waste - sourced from householders, landscape gardeners, green waste from
Council maintenance & Stubbings Garden Centre.
Waste Category: 2 (activities requiring open sites or ancillary open areas (not involving biological
treatment); 3 (activities requiring enclosed industrial premises (small scale)).
Approximate size of site: 2 hectares.
Previous consideration within the plan making process: None.
Chilterns Beechwoods
SAC
Windsor and Maidenhead, SP975134
2.63km
The Chilterns Beechwoods represent a very extensive tract of ancient semi-natural beech Fagus
sylvatica forests in the centre of the habitat’s UK range. The woodland is an important part of a
mosaic with species-rich chalk grassland and scrub. The predominant habitat is broad-leaved
deciduous woodland (88%), with other areas of dry glassland steppes (8%) and heath, scrub,
maquis, garrigue and phygrana (4%). A distinctive feature in the woodland flora is the occurrence
of the rare coralroot bittercress Cardamine bulbifera. The soil and geology is a mix of basic, clay,
and limestone, nutrient poor, sand and sedimentary.
An extensive tract of Asperulo-Fagetum beech forests (Beech forests on neutral to rich soils), and
semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies: on calcareous substrates, Festuco-Brometalia.
(Dry grasslands and scrublands on chalk or limestone). An interest feature of this site, but not a
primary reason for the designation is the stag beetle, Lacanus cervus.
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Conservation Objectives of the European site

Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by
maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying species;
• The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats;
• The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species;
• The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of qualifying
species rely;
• The populations of qualifying species; and
• The distribution of qualifying species within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• H6210. Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies: on calcareous substrates (FestucoBrometalia); Dry grasslands and scrublands on chalk or limestone.
• H9130. Asperulo-Fagetum beech forests; Beech forests on neutral to rich soils.
• S1083. Lucanus cervus; Stag beetle.
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The Site is approximately 2.63km from the SAC, and is therefore not likely to have a
significant effect on the SAC through direct land take.
Removal of supporting habitat N
As the site is 2.63km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Leachate
N
As the site is 2.63km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Dust
N
As the site is 2.63km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Noise
N
As the site is 2.63km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vibration
N
As the site is 2.63km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Lighting
N
As the site is 2.63km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vermin
N
As the site is 2.63km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Traffic
N
As the site is 2.63km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
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negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Impact of building
N
As the site is 2.63km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Litter
N
As the site is 2.63km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Emissions of aerial pollutants
N
As the site is 2.63km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water use
N
As the site is 2.63km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water pollution
N
As the site is 2.63km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
N/a
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
No
In-combination with other plans/projects
No

Habitats Regulations Assessment: Screening Report (June 2018)

Page 78

TABLE 26
Site name and reference
Location of Site
Brief description of Site

European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site
Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

Berkyn Manor Farm (CEB25)
Windsor and Maidenhead; TQ 019 761
Current use: A working farm estate with some industrial buildings and sheds. Under the same
ownership and adjacent to the proposed Poyle Quarry.
Proposal: This site is adjacent to Poyle Quarry. The Berkyn Manor Farm boundary overlies part of
the land parcel that constitutes the southern Poyle Quarry extension area. The land is all under
the same ownership. The proposed development for green waste / energy recovery use
(Anaerobic Digestion) would follow on after working and restoration of the southern Poyle
Quarry extension area site although as a compatible use it could come forward earlier than the
full restoration within an appropriate area within the farms landholdings. The proposal is for a
throughput of 50,000 tonnes per annum. Part of the Berkyn Manor Farm land nomination which
is being proposed for green waste / energy use falls outside the area being promoted for mineral
extraction and as such this part of the site could come forward immediately for an Anaerobic
Digestion facility.
Waste Category: 1 (activities requiring open sites or ancillary open areas (involving biological
treatment)); 2 (activities requiring open sites or ancillary open areas (not involving biological
treatment)); 3 (activities requiring enclosed industrial premises (small scale)); 4 (Activities
requiring enclosed industrial premises (Large scale)).
Approximate size of site: 2.7 hectares
Previous consideration within the plan making process: The Berkyn Manor Farm site is part off
and adjacent to the area previously allocated as Preferred Area 25 (North of Horton) within the
Waste Local Plan for Berkshire (1998) and Preferred Area 12 in the Replacement Minerals Plan
(1995) incorporating alterations adopted in 1997 and 2001.
South West London Waterbodies
SPA / Ramsar
Windsor and Maidenhead; TQ023746
0.57km
The South-West London Water Bodies comprises a series of embanked water supply reservoirs
and former gravel pits that support a range of man-made and semi-natural open water habitats.
The predominant habitat (70%) is made up of inland water bodies. There are also areas of
improved grassland, humid and mesophile grassland and broad-leaved deciduous woodland. The

Habitats Regulations Assessment: Screening Report (June 2018)

Page 79

soil and geology is a mix of alluvium, clay, and mud, neutral and sand.
The reservoirs and gravel pits function as important feeding and roosting sites for wintering
wildfowl, in particular Gadwall Anas strepera and Shoveler Anas clypeata, both of which occur in
numbers of European importance.
Conservation Objectives of the European site
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying features;
• The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying features;
• The supporting processes on which the habitats of the qualifying features rely;
• The population of each of the qualifying features; and
• The distribution of the qualifying features within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• A051 Anas strepera; Gadwall (Non-breeding)
• A056 Anas clypeata; Northern shoveler (Non-breeding)
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The site is located 0.57km south east of the SPA / Ramsar. The European site will,
therefore, not be impacted by direct land take.
Removal of supporting habitat Y
It is likely that this site would be considered supporting SPA habitat on the basis of
the habitats on site and proximity, potentially providing foraging/breeding habitat
for qualifying feature species.
Leachate
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Dust
N
As the site is 0.57km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Noise
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Vibration
N
As the site is 0.57km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Lighting
N
As the site is 0.57km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vermin
N
As the site is 0.57km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
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Traffic

N

As the site is 0.57km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Impact of building
N
As the site is 0.57km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Litter
N
As the site is 0.57km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Emissions of aerial pollutants
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Water use
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Water pollution
Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, interest features are considered
vulnerable to this hazard.
Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
Sites: CEB16, 18a, 18b, 19, 21, 27.
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
Yes (C2)
In-combination with other plans/projects
Yes
European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site
Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

Windsor Forest and Great Park
SAC
Windsor and Maidenhead, Bracknell Forest; TQ023784
4.60km
Windsor Forest and Great Park consists of a large area of continuous dry oak-dominated
woodland and parkland and is made up of large population of ancient oak pollards trees. Being
partially hollow and decayed, the oaks and beech afford habitats for a number of extremely rare
and specialised insects. The predominant habitat is mixed woodland (95%), with areas of dry
grasslands and inland water bodies. The soil and geology is a mix of acidic, clay, neutral and sand.
The area recently been recognised as having rich fungal assemblages.
Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub layer
(Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion). (Beech forests on acid soils). Old acidophilous oak
woods homes the largest number of veteran oaks, Quercus spp. in Britain on sandy plains. (Dry
oak-dominated woodland).
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It is recognised as international importance for its range of saproxylic invertebrates such as the
rare beetle Lacon querceus. In addition the site is thought to support the largest known
populations of the Violet Click Beetle, Limoniscus violaceus, in the UK.
Conservation Objectives of the European site
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by
maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying species;
• The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats;
• The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species;
• The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of qualifying
species rely;
• The populations of qualifying species; and
• The distribution of qualifying species within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• H9120. Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub
layer (Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion); Beech forests on acid soils.
• H9190. Old acidophilous oak woods with Quercus robur on sandy plains; Dry oak-dominated
woodland.
• S1079. Limoniscus violaceus; Violet click beetle.
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The Site is approximately 4.6km from the SAC, and is therefore not likely to have a
significant effect on the SAC through direct land take.
Removal of supporting habitat N
As the site is 4.6km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Leachate
N
As the site is 4.6km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Dust
N
As the site is 4.6km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Noise
N
As the site is 4.6km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vibration
N
As the site is 4.6km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Lighting
N
As the site is 4.6km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
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negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vermin
N
As the site is 4.6km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Traffic
N
As the site is 4.6km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Impact of building
N
As the site is 4.6km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Litter
N
As the site is 4.6km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Emissions of aerial pollutants
N
As the site is 4.6km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water use
N
As the site is 4.6km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water pollution
N
As the site is 4.6km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
RBWM Local Plan Submission Version (2017)
Maidenhead Golf Course (4.62km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 2000
Land south of Harvest hill Road, Maidenhead (4.85km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 380
Land south of Manor Lane, Maidenhead (5.39km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 220
Land west of Windsor, north and south of the A308, Windsor (4.44km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 450
Longcross Garden Village, Runnymede (4.14km) - Site allocation for new sustainable settlement incorporating a minimum of 1718 residential units and a
range of supporting services and facilities.
Sites CEB2, 16, 17, 18a, 18b, 19, 21, 27, 28
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
No
In-combination with other plans/projects
No
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TABLE 27
Site name and reference
Location of Site
Brief description of Site

European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site

Datchet Quarry – Riding Court Farm (CEB21)
Windsor and Maidenhead;
Current use: An existing sand and gravel extraction site (PP: 13/01667/FULL)
Proposal: The operator is proposing an aggregate recycling facility to be located within existing
sand and gravel extraction site. The facility is proposed in the south east location of the red line
boundary of the site close to the main site access and adjacent to the M4. This would be a
temporary development during the remaining lifetime of the quarry and restoration works.
Waste Category: Recycled and secondary aggregates play an important role in ensuring a
balanced supply of aggregate. Recycled and secondary aggregate can be produced when
construction, demolition and excavation wastes, spent railway ballast or Incinerator Bottom Ash
(IBA) are recycled. They can also be mixed with other
minerals and wastes, usually after some form of processing such as screening, washing or
blending to form new products. Recycled and secondary aggregates provide an opportunity to
recycle and recover inert wastes. Recycled and secondary aggregates can also be used to blend
with primary aggregates or processed to produce a high quality recycled aggregate. It is
important that recycled and secondary aggregates are processed to a high standard to be able to
replace primary aggregates.
Approximate size of site: The whole site comprises just under 44 hectares (ha) of agricultural
Green Belt land at Riding Court Farm and Ditton Park. It is located to the north of Datchet and
immediately north of both the M4 motorway and Riding Court Road, and to the south of Slough.
Within this total site area it is proposed to work an area of 34.3ha for the purposes of mineral
extraction, followed by subsequent infilling of most of this area with inert waste as part of the
post-extraction restoration programme. The Aggregates recycling operation will be located in a
parcel of land within the site of an estimated 2 – 3 hectares.
Previous consideration within the plan making process: Riding Court Farm – Datchet Quarry is
an existing permitted sand and gravel extraction site. Previously allocated as Preferred Area 24
within the Waste Local Plan for Berkshire (1998) and Preferred Area 11 in the Replacement
Minerals Plan (1995) incorporating alterations adopted in 1997 and 2001.
South West London Waterbodies
SPA / Ramsar
Windsor and Maidenhead; TQ023746
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Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

2.04km
The South-West London Water Bodies comprises a series of embanked water supply reservoirs
and former gravel pits that support a range of man-made and semi-natural open water habitats.
The predominant habitat (70%) is made up of inland water bodies. There are also areas of
improved grassland, humid and mesophile grassland and broad-leaved deciduous woodland. The
soil and geology is a mix of alluvium, clay, and mud, neutral and sand.
The reservoirs and gravel pits function as important feeding and roosting sites for wintering
wildfowl, in particular Gadwall Anas strepera and Shoveler Anas clypeata, both of which occur in
numbers of European importance.
Conservation Objectives of the European site
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying features;
• The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying features;
• The supporting processes on which the habitats of the qualifying features rely;
• The population of each of the qualifying features; and
• The distribution of the qualifying features within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• A051 Anas strepera; Gadwall (Non-breeding)
• A056 Anas clypeata; Northern shoveler (Non-breeding)
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The site is located 2.04km south east of the SPA / Ramsar. The European site will,
therefore, not be impacted by direct land take.
Removal of supporting habitat Y
Due to the proximity of the European site, further assessment will need to
undertaken to show that the site and the field are not providing suitable supporting
habitat for SPA birds.
Leachate
N
As the site is 2.04km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Dust
N
As the site is 2.04km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Noise
N
As the site is 2.04km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vibration
N
As the site is 2.04km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
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Lighting

N

As the site is 2.04km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vermin
N
As the site is 2.04km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Traffic
N
As the site is 2.04km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Impact of building
N
As the site is 2.04km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Litter
N
As the site is 2.04km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Emissions of aerial pollutants
N
As the site is 2.04km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water use
N
As the site is 2.04km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water pollution
N
As the site is 2.04km from the European site, the hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
Sites: 16, 18a, 18b, 19, 25, 27.
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
Yes
In-combination with other plans/projects
Yes
European sites (including Ramsar) potentially affected
Site designation status
Location of European site
Distance from European site
Brief description of European site

Windsor Forest and Great Park
SAC
Windsor and Maidenhead, Bracknell Forest; TQ023784
3.63km
Windsor Forest and Great Park consists of a large area of continuous dry oak-dominated
woodland and parkland and is made up of large population of ancient oak pollards trees. Being
partially hollow and decayed, the oaks and beech afford habitats for a number of extremely rare
and specialised insects. The predominant habitat is mixed woodland (95%), with areas of dry
grasslands and inland water bodies. The soil and geology is a mix of acidic, clay, neutral and sand.
The area recently been recognised as having rich fungal assemblages.
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Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub layer
(Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion). (Beech forests on acid soils). Old acidophilous oak
woods homes the largest number of veteran oaks, Quercus spp. in Britain on sandy plains. (Dry
oak-dominated woodland).
It is recognised as international importance for its range of saproxylic invertebrates such as the
rare beetle Lacon querceus. In addition the site is thought to support the largest known
populations of the Violet Click Beetle, Limoniscus violaceus, in the UK.
Conservation Objectives of the European site
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by
maintaining or restoring:
• The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying species;
• The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats;
• The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species;
• The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of qualifying
species rely;
• The populations of qualifying species; and
• The distribution of qualifying species within the site.
Qualifying Features of the European site
• H9120. Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrub
layer (Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion); Beech forests on acid soils.
• H9190. Old acidophilous oak woods with Quercus robur on sandy plains; Dry oak-dominated
woodland.
• S1079. Limoniscus violaceus; Violet click beetle.
Potential causes of significant Cited interest features likely to be Details
effect
sensitive to the hazard (Y/N)
Land take
N
The Site is approximately 3.63km from the SAC, and is therefore not likely to have a
significant effect on the SAC through direct land take.
Removal of supporting habitat N
As the site is 3.63km from the European site, this hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Leachate
N
As the site is 3.63km from the European site, this hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Dust
N
As the site is 3.63km from the European site, this hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Noise
N
As the site is 3.63km from the European site, this hazard is considered to have
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negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vibration
N
As the site is 3.63km from the European site, this hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Lighting
N
As the site is 3.63km from the European site, this hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Vermin
N
As the site is 3.63km from the European site, this hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Traffic
N
As the site is 3.63km from the European site, this hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Impact of building
N
As the site is 3.63km from the European site, this hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Litter
N
As the site is 3.63km from the European site, this hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Emissions of aerial pollutants
N
As the site is 3.63km from the European site, this hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water use
N
As the site is 3.63km from the European site, this hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Water pollution
N
As the site is 3.63km from the European site, this hazard is considered to have
negligible potential to cause a likely significant effect.
Details of other plans and projects which may affect the European site in-combination
RBWM Local Plan Submission Version (2017)
Maidenhead Golf Course (4.62km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 2000
Land south of Harvest hill Road, Maidenhead (4.85km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 380
Land south of Manor Lane, Maidenhead (5.39km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 220
Land west of Windsor, north and south of the A308, Windsor (4.44km) - Housing development site, estimated capacity 450
Longcross Garden Village, Runnymede (4.14km) - Site allocation for new sustainable settlement incorporating a minimum of 1718 residential units and a
range of supporting services and facilities.
Sites: CEB2, 16, 17, 18a, 18b, 19, 25, 27, 28.
Are the potential impacts of the development of the proposed site likely to be significant?
Alone?
No
In-combination with other plans/projects
No
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8. Results
Policies
8.1 The screening process for Policies has shown that 23 policies have been
screened out and 3 policies have been screened in, requiring further
analysis. A summary is provided in Table 28.
Table 28: Policies screened in and screened out
Policy
Screen In
Policy M4 - Locations for sand and gravel
extraction
Policy W3 - Waste capacity requirements
Policy W4 - Locations and sites for waste
management

Screen Out
Policy M1 - Sustainable minerals development strategy
Policy M2 - Safeguarding sand and gravel resources
Policy M3 - Sand and gravel supply
Policy M5 - Supply of recycled and secondary
aggregates
Policy M6 - Chalk and clay
Policy M7 - Aggregate wharves and rail depots
Policy M8 - Safeguarding minerals infrastructure
Policy W1 - Sustainable waste development strategy
Policy W2 - Safeguarding of waste management facilities
Policy W5 - Reworking landfills
Policy DM1 - Sustainable Development
Policy DM2 - Climate Change – Mitigation and
Adaptation
Policy DM3 - Protection of Habitats and Species
Policy DM4 - Protection of Designated Landscape
Policy DM5 - Protection of the Countryside
Policy DM6 - Green Belt
Policy DM7 - Conserving the Historic Environment
Policy DM8 - Restoration of Minerals and Waste
Developments
Policy DM9 - Protecting Public Health, Safety and
Amenity
Policy DM10 - Water Environment and Flood Risk
Policy DM11 - Sustainable Transport Movements
Policy DM12 - High Quality Design of Minerals and
Waste Development
Policy DM13 - Ancillary development

Sites
8.2 The screening of sites has resulted in a number of sites being screened in,
as likely to have a significant effect on European sites, with further analysis
required. A summary is provided in Table 29.
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Table 29: Sites screened in and screened out
Site

European Site

LSE (Y/N)

Poyle Quarry (CEB18a)

South West London Water Bodies
SPA/Ramsar
Windsor Forest and Great Park SAC
South West London Water Bodies
SPA/Ramsar
Windsor Forest and Great Park SAC
Windsor Forest and Great Park SAC
South West London Water Bodies
SPA/Ramsar
Windsor Forest and Great Park SAC
Thames Basin Heaths SPA
Windsor Forest and Great Park SAC

Y

Screened
In
Y

N
Y

Y

N
Y
Y

Y
Y

Windsor Forest and Great Park SAC
South West London Water Bodies
SPA/Ramsar
Windsor Forest and Great Park SAC
Chilterns Beechwoods
South West London Water Bodies
SPA/Ramsar
Windsor Forest and Great Park SAC
South West London Water Bodies
SPA/Ramsar
Windsor Forest and Great Park SAC

N
Y

Poyle Quarry Extension (CEB18b)

Water Oakley Farm (CEB17)
Ham Island (CEB16)

Bridge Farm (CEB7)
Monkey Island Lane Barge Wharf
Unloading facility (CEB28)
Planners Farm (CEB2)
Horton Brook Quarry (CEB19)

The Compound (CEB24)
Berkyn Manor Farm (CEB25)

Datchet Quarry – Riding Court
Farm (CEB21)

N
N
N

Screened
Out

Y
Y
Y
Y

N
N
Y

Y

N
Y

Y

Y

N

9. Next Steps
9.1 Further iterations of screening will be undertaken as policy wording is refined
and further survey and analysis of minerals and waste sites is undertaken. All
iterations of screening will feed into the final HRA Screening Report.
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Appendix 1: Types of Waste Management Facilities.
In the context of this study a range of different waste management facility have been
classified. To provide context all of the different categories of waste sites have been
set out in full in the tables below (Tables 30 – 36).
Table 30: Category one: Activities requiring open sites or ancillary open areas (possibly involving
biological treatment)
Description / overview






Waste facilities








Examples of waste
streams handled







Preferred locations for
these activities (including
site requirements)









Activities requiring space for storage of waste and machinery (e.g.
recycling crusher and screener; vehicle dismantlers). Open sites can
accommodate processing equipment (e.g. storage containers/skips,
loaders for shipment)
Activities similar to some agricultural practices require large open
spaces (e.g. composting plants using open air windrows (elongated
piles). Large areas of land are converted to hard-standing areas for
the running of machinery, and soil and ground water protection
measures
Small proportion of the site may include building (e.g. for staff
facilities)
Open windrow composting (composting sites typically require sites 23 hectares)
Aggregate recycling / construction and demolition waste processing
(typically requires 2 hectares or greater)
Processing incinerator bottom ash (IBA)
End of Life Vehicle (ELV) processing / scrap metal yard
Soil hospital (remediation of contaminated soils)
Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC) or Civic Amenity Site
(typically approximately 0.8 hectare site required)
Unsorted or segregated household waste
Construction waste (soils, rubble etc)
Incinerator bottom ash
Scrap vehicles
Biodegradable municipal solid wastes and industrial wastes
converted to composted products (garden type waste collected
separately or co-collected with kitchen waste that is suitable for open
windrow composting)
Typically located in rural or urban fringe sites (where access is good).
Close proximity to development areas (markets) is preferable (it is
often not viable to transport materials such as recycled aggregate
long distances).
Larger scale centralised composting facilities can be located at
selected composting sites but smaller facilities can be located at
landfill sites, sewage treatment works, industrial sites and transfer
stations.
Small scale composting operations are also located on farms, due to
their ability to exploit existing infrastructure, equipment, and labour
associated with normal farm activities9.
Aggregate recycling sites and ELV sites can be located on industrial
estates alongside heavier industrial uses (affordable sites of an
adequate size can be very difficult to obtain for these uses however).
Aggregate recycling activities (usually temporary operations) can also
be located at mineral workings and landfill sites and at demolition
and construction sites where the spoil is to be used in the project

9

Most on-farm facilities possess waste management exemptions, and all community-run sites are exempt and
so are restricted in size
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Locations where activities
would be unsuitable





itself.
Rail sidings can be used for activities whereby materials are loaded
for shipment to market (transhipment of waste).
Household Waste Recycling Centres require good access from the
primary road network and sufficient vehicle queueing space.
Would not normally be compatible with a business park environment
or an urban setting, or close to villages.
An appropriate distance of 'buffer' would be required between
operations and sensitive receptors.
Should be located at appropriate distances from sensitive habitats
(where there are potential dust and bioaerosol impacts).

Table 31: Category two: Activities requiring a mix of enclosed buildings/plant and open ancillary
areas (possibly involving biological treatment)
Description / overview







Waste facilities








Examples of waste
streams handled
Preferred locations for
these activities (including
site requirements)










Activities which involve temporary storage of waste usually consist of
buildings where vehicles deliver waste either onto the floor, into bays,
or into compaction units. Inert wastes in particular may be transferred
to such sites and stored in the open.
Facilities may require extensive plant and specialist machinery.
For instance, hard standing areas to site recycling bins, skips and
possibly compactors which can be fully / partially enclosed or open.
Unsorted waste may be stored in open bunkers or skips, housed
within a building. Facilities may be co-located on sites (e.g. storage
alongside a Waste Transfer Station).
Sites usually require a minimum of 0.5 hectares (but size depends on
throughput).
Outdoor Waste Transfer Station (where space required for open
storage).
Anaerobic digestion (AD) plant (small scale) (agricultural / rural
locations) (unsorted waste, segregated waste and residual waste
may be stored in open bunkers, possibly outside).
Enclosed composting systems10.
MBT (Mechanical Biological Treatment) plant (including biological
treatment e.g. AD)11.
Sites for aggregating waste wood (sorting and processing).
Biological treatment of liquid waste and leachate (can involve
enclosed buildings and tanks in open areas).
Wastewater Treatment Works.
Unsorted or segregated household or commercial waste
Green waste
Specialist wastes (e.g. liquid waste and leachate)
Enclosed composting facilities are suited to areas allocated for
employment / industrial uses in urban areas, and are compatible with
the more intensive B2 activities under the Use Classes Order.
Small scale AD plants (throughput of circa 5000 tonnes per annum)
can be located on sites less than 0.5 hectares (Wastewater
Treatment Works in particular can provide suitable locations).
Facilities to recycle agricultural waste can be located on farms
(digestate from AD plants maybe used by neighbouring farms).
Options for locating wastewater treatment plant are very limited and

10

E.g. In-vessel composting (IVC) allows collected food waste to be composted on a large scale. IVC is not
considered as environmentally beneficial as anaerobic digestion. For effective waste handling, a covered waste
reception area, as well as hard standing for post composting and a covered storage area are needed.
11
The term ‘mechanical and biological treatment’ (MBT) is commonly used to describe a hybrid process which
combines mechanical and biological techniques used to sort and separate mixed household waste.
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Locations where activities
would be unsuitable





are typically linked to existing infrastructure.
An appropriate distance (buffer) would be required between
operations producing bioaerosols / odours, and sensitive receptors.
Should be located at appropriate distances from sensitive habitats
(where there are potential dust and bioaerosol impacts).
Facilities involving open-air activities with potential to generate noise
would not normally be compatible with a business park environment,
an urban setting, or close to villages.

Table 32: Category three: Activities requiring enclosed industrial premises (small scale)
Description / overview






Waste facilities






Examples of waste
streams handled






Preferred locations for
these activities (including
site requirements)





Locations where activities
would be unsuitable




Waste developments are increasingly enclosed within new or existing
structures, often sited on brownfield or industrial land; allowing for a
large proportion of the perceived issues / problems to be mitigated
for, i.e. dust and noise.
'Small scale' enclosed premises are typically <1-2 hectares
(throughput of approx. 50,000 tonnes per annum).
Usually located on industrial estates.
Enclosing activities helps to mitigate against many noise / odour
issues.
Plant for Refused Derived Fuel production (small scale e.g.
12
Mechanical Heat Treatment / Autoclaving) . Autoclaving is a
pressurised steam treatment process that can produce fuel pellets or
pulp (by 'cooking' waste).
Dis-assembly and re-manufacturing plant (Waste Electronic &
Electrical Equipment recycling).
Enclosed waste transfer station (designed to process dry, separated
recyclables).
Small-scale recyclables processing facility.
All types of non-hazardous waste typically handled (e.g. dry mixed
recyclables)
Inert waste may also be handled (e.g. sorting of construction waste,
glass etc)
Clean waste wood can be handled for recycling Waste Electronic &
Electrical Equipment
As activities can be similar to other industrial activity, these facilities
can be located on land previously used for general (B2) industrial
activities or B1 uses (light industry appropriate in a residential area).
The requirement for good transport infrastructure is essential and
therefore, where possible, should be located close to the primary
road network or have potential access to rail.
Placement of sites near to the source of waste is increasingly
important, by limiting movement of waste from source the impact of
sites decreases.
Sites with existing access issues should be avoided where possible.
Areas should be avoided where facilities seeking expansion of
existing hardstanding would encroach into floodzones.

Table 33: Category four: Activities requiring enclosed industrial premises (large scale)
Description / overview




Large buildings required to process mixed waste primarily via
mechanical and / or biological means.
Various physical separation and waste reduction techniques can be
used either as stand alone operations or in combination. Such

12

Refuse-derived fuel, (RDF), is made by refining municipal solid waste in a series of mechanical sorting and
shredding stages to separate the combustible portion of the waste. Either a loose fuel, known as fluff, floc or
coarse RDF (c-RDF), or a densified pellet or briquette (d-RDF) is produced.
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Waste facilities





Examples of waste
streams handled





Preferred locations for
these activities (including
site requirements)






Locations where activities
would be unsuitable








activities are typically housed in an enclosed 'warehouse' type
building.
'Large scale' enclosed premises typically require site of 2-4 hectares
(throughput can be up in excess of 100,000 tonnes per annum).
Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) (for dry recyclables).
Enclosed Anaerobic Digestion plant (large scale).
Enclosed MBT (Mechanical Biological Treatment) (large scale
integrated plant)13.
Unsorted ‘black bag’ wastes (AD and MBT)
Residual household waste following doorstep separation of dry
recyclables / green waste
Residual waste following separation of recyclables / organics at
another facility.
Large scale processing operations can take place in a range of
buildings and at different locations. Preference should be given to
industrial or degraded sites or sites on or close to existing waste
management facilities.
B1 / B2 and B8 use class designations may potentially be
acceptable.
Sites need to be suitable for use by HGVs.
Consideration should be given to the potential for co-location with rail
or barge transfer operations.
Mixed household waste has the potential to cause additional
nuisance from litter, odour and leachate. The planning and siting
considerations will therefore be different to dry recyclables
processing.
Locating sites close to residential development should be avoided.
Some operations which involve mechanical processing and external
loading and unloading of material may be inherently noisy which will
also affect the choice of site.
Sites with existing access issues should be avoided where possible.
Areas should be avoided where facilities seeking expansion of
existing hardstanding would encroach into flood zones.

Table 34: Category five: Activities requiring enclosed building with stack (small scale)
Description / overview








Waste facilities






Plants with a throughput of approx. 50,000 tonnes per annum.
Smaller scale thermal treatment facilities are often designed to
receive a specific component of the waste stream.
Can offer a waste management option which is more likely to be
accepted by local residents. Energy is generated.
Often combustion chambers are fired up according to the need to
respond to fluctuations in the supply of waste.
Gasification is a thermal process in which carbon is converted to a
syngas leaving a solid residue.
Pyrolysis takes place either in the complete absence of oxygen or
with limited oxygen.
Require site of <1-2 hectares.
Pyrolysis and gasification technologies (advanced thermal
treatment).
Small scale incinerator.
Small thermal plants (Combined Heat & Power plant)14.

13

The term ‘mechanical and biological treatment’ (MBT) is commonly used to describe a hybrid process which
combines mechanical and biological techniques used to sort and separate mixed household waste, and
produce a Refused Derived Fuel (RDF).
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Examples of waste
streams handled







Preferred locations for
these activities (including
site requirements)










Locations where activities
would be unsuitable





Small thermal treatment plants (furnaces or kilns) are also used to
treat clinical wastes at hospital sites.
Capable of handling a wide range of waste materials.
Can be specifically designed to take a pre-processed feedstock or
refuse derived fuel (RDF) (see categories 3 and 4 above).
Can be used to treat clinical wastes at hospital sites.
Unburned residue (bottom ash) is produced after combustible
material is burnt.
There are three products of pyrolysis: gas, liquid and a solid known
as char.
Localities which are as close as possible to the source of waste
arisings in order to minimise transport.
Sites which offer the potential for CHP and export of energy to
businesses which would otherwise use fossil fuel sources. May also
be considered as part of large scale residential developments.
Can be more suited to rural areas and areas of dispersed population
centres than large-scale facilities.
Most small thermal plants have been designed to treat specific
industrial waste streams as part of combined heat and power (CHP)
arrangements. CHP may be connected to existing decentralised
energy networks in town and city centres for instance.
Preference should be given to areas allocated for business use or in
traditional commercial/industrial urban areas.
Existing waste sites should also be considered. Plants can be
located alongside modern industrial buildings or as a part of business
parks where CHP potential can be developed.
Pyrolysis and gasification- the scale of individual buildings and
process components is likely to be compatible with most small /
medium sized industrial activities.
Should be located appropriate distances from sensitive habitats and
other sensitive receptors (e.g. residential).
Safeguarding zones around aerodromes where building height is
restricted should be avoided.
Pyrolysis and gasification facilities should avoid sites closer than 250
m of housing etc where possible or demonstrate emission standards
can be met where closer.

Table 35: Category six: Activities requiring enclosed building with stack (large scale)
Description / overview








Waste facilities




Plants with a throughput of approx. 200,000 tonnes per annum.
Plants typically designed to handle large volumes of mixed waste
following the ‘mass combustion’ approach.
Designed to burn waste as efficiently as possible, usually recovering
energy.
The volume of waste needing disposal following treatment is reduced
by approximately 90%, reducing the need for landfill.
The whole process is typically contained within a single building.
Legislation requires that all new and existing plants operate to
extremely high environmental standards.
Require site of 2-5 hectares.
Energy Recovery Facility ('mass burn' with energy generation)15;

14

The revised Waste Framework Directive sets a threshold above which energy efficient municipal waste
incinerators can be classified as recovery facilities, and below which they continue to be classified as disposal
facilities.
15
The revised Waste Framework Directive sets a threshold above which energy efficient municipal waste
incinerators can be classified as recovery facilities, and below which they continue to be classified as disposal
facilities
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site requirements)











Locations where activities
would be unsuitable





Fluidised bed incinerators generally require some form of refuse
derived fuel (RDF).
Biomass plant (including proportion of waste biomass feedstock)
Can receive between 90,000 and 600,000 tonnes of waste per year.
Capable of handling a wide range of waste materials.
Contaminated paper (e.g. with grease from food) can be more suited
to energy recovery.
Often located in or near urban areas.
Compatible with the more intensive Class B2 activities under the Use
Classes Order.
Existing waste sites should also be considered.
Should be located as close as possible to the source of waste
arisings in order to minimise transport.
Should be located on sites which offer the potential for combined
heat and power (CHP) and export of energy to nearby businesses.
Not normally be compatible with a hi-tech business park environment
or a rural/semi rural setting.
Should be located appropriate distances from sensitive habitats and
other sensitive receptors (e.g. residential).
Safeguarding zones around aerodromes where building height is
restricted should be avoided.

Table 36: Category seven: Landfilling
Description / overview




Waste facilities




Examples of waste
streams handled







Preferred locations for
these activities (including
site requirements)






Locations where activities



Modern landfill practice requires a significant degree of engineering
in order to contain tipped waste, control emissions and minimise
potential environmental effects.
The majority of landfills are operated on a phased cell system
whereby, as one cell is being filled, another is being prepared, and
another is being completed / restored16.
Waste disposal mainly below ground level (infilling a void). Landraise,
also generically referred to as landfill, refers to waste disposal mainly
above pre-existing ground levels.
The primary by-products where biodegradable materials are
disposed of are landfill gas and leachate (requiring ancillary
operations including abstraction systems).
Inert waste can be used to restore minerals workings.
Sites may include a separate protective cell for hazardous materials.
Most types of non-hazardous waste may be disposed of via landfill
although as disposal is increasingly discouraged, the future role of
landfill is likely to be limited to the residues of other waste
management operations such as incinerator ashes and materials
recovery facility (MRF) rejects etc.
Hazardous wastes (although certain hazardous wastes are banned
from landfill disposal).
Inert waste (non-biodegradable) is a restoration material and is not
classed as landfilling.
Landfill sites sited where an existing void is available, such as in
existing mineral workings.
The location of land-raise sites is less limited and may include
derelict land, or extensions to existing landfills.
Landfill sites tend to be located in rural areas.
Range in size from just a few hectares (Ha) to over 100 Ha. The
larger sites are more economically viable.
Sites close to housing, commercial or recreational areas etc. should

16

Cells are holes which are lined with a waterproof liner and contain systems to manage landfill gas and
leachate/ liquids. When complete the cells are covered with clay to seal the waste.
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would be unsuitable




generally be avoided.
Areas overlying principal aquifers or close to potable waters should
also be avoided.
Sensitive habitats should be avoided.
Bird strike’ zones around aerodromes should be avoided.

Habitats Regulations Assessment: Screening Report (June 2018)

Page 97

Appendix 2: Glossary
Appropriate Assessment (AA)
A self-contained step in the wider decision making process of Habitats Regulations
Assessment (HRA), required under Article 6 of the EC Habitats Directive 1992. An
appropriate assessment is only required where the competent authority determines
that the plan or project is likely to have a significant effect on a European site, either
alone of in combination with other plans or projects, and the plan or project is not
directly connected with or necessary to the management of that site.
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
An area designated under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act
1949 (as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000) as
being of national importance for its natural beauty, including flora fauna, geology and
landscape, which should be conserved and enhanced.
Biodiversity
The total variety of life on earth, including all genes, species, ecosystems and the
ecological processes of which they are part.
Climate Change
Long-term shift in weather patterns in a specific region or globally, involving changes
in overall weather patterns, including precipitation, temperatures and cloud cover
and thought to be leading to an increased frequency of extreme weather events.
Much of the observed and predicted climate change is attributed to human activities
that have resulted in increased concentrations of greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere, such as carbon dioxide.
Climate Change Adaptation
Adjustments to natural or human systems in response to actual or expected climatic
factors or their effects, including from changes in rainfall and rising temperatures,
which moderate harm or exploit beneficial opportunities
Climate Change Mitigation
Action to reduce the impact of human activity on the climate system, primarily
through reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
Compensation
Measures taken to make up for the loss of, or permanent damage to, biological
resources through the provision of replacement areas. Any replacement area should
be similar to or, with appropriate management, have the ability to reproduce the
ecological functions and conditions of those biological resources that have been lost
or damaged.
Competent Authority
A competent authority is any Minister, Government Department, public or statutory
undertaker, public body of any description or person holding public office. Used in
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the Habitats Regulations to refer to the authority that is responsible for adopting,
authorising or undertaking a plan or project.
Conservation Objectives
A statement of the nature conservation aspirations for a site, expressed in terms of
the favourable condition that is sought for the species and/or habitats for which the
site has been selected to attain.
Conservation Status
Four parameters are considered when assessing conservation status. For habitat
these are range, area, structure and function (referred to as habitat condition) and
future prospects. For species, the parameters are range, population, habitat (extent
and condition) and future prospects. The Habitats Directive defines when the
conservation status of the habitats and species it lists is to be considered as
favourable.
Cumulative Impacts/effects
Impacts/effects that result from the incremental changes caused by other past,
present or reasonably foreseeable actions together with the plan or project in
question.
Development Plan Document (DPD)
Documents that form part of a statutory development plan such as a District Council
Local Plan.
Favourable Condition
The condition represented by the achievement of the conservation objectives; the
desired condition for a designated habitat or a species on an individual site.
Favourable Conservation Status
The conservation status of habitats and species is ‘favourable’ where all that is
necessary to sustain the habitats and species in the long term is in place.
Habitats Directive
Abbreviated term for European Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of
natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (1992). It is the aim of this Directive to
promote the conservation of certain habitats and species within the European Union
and is implemented in the UK through the Habitats Regulations.
Habitats Regulations
Abbreviated term for The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017,
which transposes the Habitats Directive into UK legislation.
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)
As required by the Habitats Directive and the Habitats Regulations, the identification
of any aspects of an emerging plan or project that would have the potential to cause
a likely significant effect on Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites (either in isolation or in
combination with other plans and projects), and to begin to identify appropriate
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mitigation strategies where such effects are identified (see also Appropriate
Assessment).
In-Combination Effect
Effects, which may or may not interact with each other, but which could affect the
same receptor or interest feature (i.e. a habitat or species for which a European Site
is designated).
Integrity (of a site)
The coherence of a site’s ecological structure and function across its whole area that
enables it to sustain the habitat, complex of habitats and/or levels of populations of
the species for which it was classified.
Interest Feature
A natural or semi-natural feature for which a European site has been selected. This
includes any Habitats Directive Annex I habitat, any Annex II species and any
population of a bird species for which an SPA has been classified under the Birds
Directive.
Local Development Documents (LDD)
Documents that form part of a statutory development plan (Development Plan
Documents) or which amplify the policies of the statutory development plan
(Supplementary Planning Documents).
Mitigation
Measures taken to avoid or reduce negative impacts. Measures may include locating
the development and its working areas and access routes away from areas of high
ecological interest, or timing works to avoid sensitive periods. See also
compensation (which is separate from mitigation).
Natura 2000
Natura 2000 is an ecological network of protected areas in the territory of the
European Union, comprising Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Special
Protection Areas (SPA).
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
Government policy framework that sets out planning policies for England and how
they are expected to be applied. It provides guidance for local planning authorities
and decision-takers, both in preparing development plans and in development
management.
Natural England
A non-departmental public body sponsored by the Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), responsible for ensuring that England's natural
environment, including its land, flora and fauna, freshwater and marine
environments, geology and soils, are protected and improved. It also has a
responsibility to help people enjoy, understand and access the natural environment.
NOx
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Nitrogen Oxides.
Planning Practice Guidance (PPG)
A web-based resource which brings together national planning guidance on various
topics into one place and provides further clarity on the interpretation of the National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).
Precautionary Principle
An approach which takes avoiding action based on the possibility of significant
environmental or other damage, even before there is conclusive evidence that the
damage will occur.
Ramsar Site
An internationally important wetland, designated under the Convention on Wetlands
of International Importance especially as Wildfowl Habitat (Ramsar, Iran) 1971 and,
as a matter of government policy, are afforded the same protection as a site
designated under the EU Habitats and Birds Directives.
Screening
Determination of whether or not an Appropriate Assessment is necessary.
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
A site designated by Natural England as an area of special interest by reason of any
of its flora, fauna, geological or physiographical features and of national importance.
SOx
Sulphur Oxides.
Special Area of Conservation (SAC)
A site designated under the European Commission Directive on the Conservation of
Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora and part of the European network of
Natura 2000 sites.
Special Protection Area (SPA)
A site designated under the European Commission Directive on the Conservation of
Wild Birds and part of the European network of Natura 2000 sites.
Sustainable Development
The use of resources to meet the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
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A summary of this document can be made available in large print, in Braille or audio
cassette. Copies in other languages may also be obtained. Please contact
Hampshire Services by email berks.consult@hants.gov.uk or by calling 01962
845785.

