

2026/27 Budget Share

Guidance Notes

Resourced Provision









[image: ]February 2026

Contents

General Information	3
Changes for 2026/27	4
Contacts for Queries	4
Allocation of Resourced Provision Funding	5
Budget Share and Indicative Top-up Funding	6
Place Funding	6
High Needs Additional Funding for 2026/27	6
Legacy Funding	7
Top-up Funding	7
1)	Need Type	8
2)	Signers / Tactile Learners	8
3)	Minimum Funding Guarantee (MFG)	8
Additional Information	10
4)	Top-up Funding for Pupils from Other Local Authorities (OLAs)	10
5)	Over Occupancy Funding	10
6)	Resourced Provisions Serving an Infant and Junior School	11
7)	Primary Schools with a Nursery Resourced Provision	11
Appendix 1 – Table of Values for Resourced Provisions 2026/27	12
Appendix 2 – MFG Example for Resourced Provisions 2026/27	13


[bookmark: _Toc219822339][bookmark: GeneralInformation]General Information
[bookmark: Allocations]Resourced provisions are funded on a “place plus” basis, in accordance with Department for Education (DfE) requirements. The principles of this approach are that resourced provisions will receive place funding and top-up funding.
In line with DfE guidance High Needs Funding Operational Guide 2026 to 2027, funding for places at resourced provisions is maintained at £6,000 per place to meet additional support costs up to a specific threshold. Top-up is the funding which is required over and above this to enable a pupil with high needs to participate in education and learning. The place funding is fixed for each financial year whereas top-up funding follows pupils in real time, so it can fluctuate throughout the financial year.
The top-up funding is administered by local authorities and is calculated in Hampshire based on the following principles:
· The special education needs of pupils are recognised, based on the   designation of the resourced provision.
· Funding turbulence for resourced provisions is minimised.
It is important to note that the only fixed element of a resourced provision’s budget share is the place funding. The top-up funding follows pupils and is dependent on the number of pupils in the provision at any time. Therefore, the top-up element of this budget share is indicative only and will change depending on the actual number of pupils in the provision.
The DfE is not prescriptive about the approach or the values to be used for top-up funding. However, the DfE does state that the top-up funding paid to a resourced provision should relate to the period that the pupil is in the provision. The DfE does not prescribe whether this is calculated on a daily, weekly, monthly or longer basis, however local authorities should avoid arrangements that entail double funding when a pupil or student has moved from one provision to another, so should not enter into agreements with a resourced provision that commit top-up funding for long periods after the pupil has left.
Top-up funding will be paid for the period of attendance; this is irrespective of whether the pupil is recorded on the roll of the resourced provision. Therefore, if a pupil leaves the provision during the middle of a term, top-up funding will cease from the leaving date. Similarly, should a pupil arrive at the provision during the middle of a term, top-up funding will commence from the first day of attendance (this does not apply to non-attendance due to sickness or holidays).


[bookmark: _Toc219822340]Changes for 2026/27
· Additional funding continues to be provided equivalent to 3.4% of each resourced provision’s total place and top-up funding in 2022/23. This amount will be shown separately and paid at the start of the year as a one-off amount as opposed to as part of the top-up rate.
· Change of GL code for High Needs Additional Funding (HNAF) to GL 7697, CFR I01.
· An amount in respect of 2025/26 National Insurance Contributions (NICs) and Schools Budget Support Grants (SBSG) has been included in the budget shares and is known as legacy funding.  This amount will be shown separately and paid at the start of the year as a one-off amount as opposed to as part of the top-up rate. 
· Legacy funding will be coded to GL 7697, CFR I01.
· The Minimum Funding Guarantee (MFG) has been set at 0% for the 2026/27 financial year, compared to 2025/26 levels. The additional funding and legacy funding allocations referred to above must be excluded from the MFG calculations, so that schools receive both the 0% MFG, the additional 3.4% and the legacy funding in 2026/27.
· Following the increase in funding of the High Needs block of the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG), top-up rates have been increased by 2.1%, plus 2.1% of the place funding (a further £126).
· Some more minor clarifications, revisions and simplifications throughout.

[bookmark: _Toc219822341]Contacts for Queries
[bookmark: Factors]Agreed Place Numbers (APN) – For queries regarding increasing/decreasing your APN, changing or adding a designation please contact SENDcommissioning@hants.gov.uk.
Place Funding Allocations – For queries regarding place funding allocations please contact school.fund@hants.gov.uk.
Top-up Funding Allocations – For queries regarding the processing of top-up funding allocations please contact sen.manualpayments@hants.gov.uk.
Funding Level Queries – For queries regarding the funding level for pupils please contact your allocated EHC Coordinator.
HNAF or Legacy Funding – For queries regarding these funding allocations please contact school.fund@hants.gov.uk.

[bookmark: _Toc219822342]Allocation of Resourced Provision Funding
Place Funding
The place funding for maintained schools will be allocated at the start of the financial year and will be clearly labelled “Resourced Provision Place Funding 2026/27”. Academy schools receive their place funding from the ESFA as part of their General Annual Grant (GAG) high needs allocation.
The allocations for place funding will be made to GL code 7696 (CFR code I01).

Top-up Funding
Top-up funding follows the pupil; therefore, it is necessary to allocate it on a termly basis in arrears. The allocation will be clearly labelled “Resourced provision top-up funding – summer / autumn / spring term”.
The allocations for top-up funding will be made to GL code 7691 (CFR code I03).
It is very important for schools to check the data on the termly top-up statement which is sent to them. If there are any inaccuracies in the data being used, the SEN Business Support Team must be alerted, as it will have a direct impact on the amount of top-up funding that is allocated to the school. If a change to the data is discovered after the funding has been allocated, then an adjustment will be made to the allocation at the end of the spring term (or ad-hoc if the adjustment relates to the prior financial year).
The allocation for any adjustments to top-up funding will be clearly labelled “Resourced provision top-up funding – summer / autumn / spring term adjustment”.
Any adjustments to top-up funding will also be made to GL code 7691 (CFR code I03).

Other High Needs Allocations
It is important to note that top-up funding for resourced provisions must not be confused with any other High Needs funding which is allocated on GL code 7691.
[bookmark: contacts][bookmark: rescontact][bookmark: OLE_LINK19]Other High Needs allocations for Pupils with Education Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) will be clearly labelled.

[bookmark: Budgetshareandind]

[bookmark: _Toc219822343]Budget Share and Indicative Top-up Funding
[bookmark: placefunding]At the end of February each maintained school with a resourced provision is issued with a budget share for the forthcoming year. This budget share is broken down into two sections. The first is for the place funding plus any other fixed funding and is not adjusted during the year. The second is for the indicative top-up funding and is subject to change throughout the year, depending on the pupils attending the resourced provision.

[bookmark: _Toc219822344]Place Funding
[bookmark: AWPU][bookmark: resapn]The Agreed Place Number (APN) for academic year 2026/27 for each resourced provision has been set by the local authority to reflect commissioning activity, in accordance with DfE guidance.
The budget share will reflect the financial year APN, which is calculated as five-twelfths (5/12) of the 2025/26 academic year APN plus seven-twelfths (7/12) of the 2026/27 academic year APN.
Resourced provision places will be funded at £6,000. The basic entitlement (Age Weighted Pupil Unit – AWPU) and other pupil led funding for these places will be included within mainstream school budget allocations.
[bookmark: Deprivation][bookmark: resoakmore]Additional place funding of £4,000 may be allocated for any places which are unoccupied in autumn 2025 but required in the following financial year. Occupancy data is based on the unit information submitted to the Data and Information Team by each school with their autumn 2025 census return and is subject to verification by the SEN team.
[bookmark: topupfunding]
[bookmark: _Toc219822345]High Needs Additional Funding for 2026/27
The additional funding originally calculated as 3.4% of place and top-up funding is allocated on a per place basis using the same rate applied in 2025/26 and the agreed place number for 2026/27.
For example, a resourced provision received £4,800 of additional funding in 2025/26 (12 places at £400 per place). The number of agreed places is increasing to 15 for 2026/27.
Therefore, the provision will receive:
· Five‑twelfths of the 2025/26 amount:
5/12 × £4,800 = £2,000
· Seven‑twelfths of 15 places at £400 per place:
7/12 × (15 × £400) = £3,500
In total, the additional funding for 2026/27 will be £5,500.
A worked example of the original High Needs Additional Funding for 2023/24 calculation can be found in Appendix 2 of the 2023/24 Budget Share Resourced Provision Guidance Notes, and the actual calculation for each school can be found in the 2023/24 budget share itself.
This funding is excluded from the Minimum Funding Guarantee (MFG).
The allocations for High Needs Additional Funding for 2026/27 will be made to GL code 7697 (CFR code I01).

[bookmark: _Toc219822346]Legacy Funding
In line with Annex 4 of the High Needs Operational Guide for 2026/27, an amount has been included in the school’s budget share to reflect the rolling‑in of the National Insurance Contributions (NICs) Grant and the Schools Budget Support Grant (SBSG).
As set out by the Department for Education, these allocations must continue to use the same per‑place rates as those applied in the 2025/26 grant calculations:
· NICs grant: £286 per place
· SBSG (annualised): £253 per place
This produces a combined legacy funding rate of £539 per place, which is then uplifted by the Area Cost Adjustment (ACA) to give an adjusted rate of £546.97 per place.
This legacy funding is excluded from the Minimum Funding Guarantee (MFG).
The allocations for Legacy Funding for 2026/27 will be made to GL code 7697 (CFR code I01).

[bookmark: _Toc219822347]Top-up Funding
Top-up funding follows the pupil in real time. The figures used in the budget share are indicative only and are subject to change throughout the year.
The indicative top-up funding is calculated at the start of the year and is an estimate. It is calculated based on the school maintaining the same numbers on roll as the APN, for the duration of the year.
If the actual number attending is lower than the APN, the funding is likely to be lower. Conversely, if the number attending is higher than the APN, the funding is likely to be higher.
Top-up funding reflects the special educational needs of the pupils, based on the designation of the resourced provision, with the other pupil led characteristics being funded through the mainstream funding formula.
At the end of each term the SEN Business Support Team will email a statement to each school showing all the pupils in their resourced provision. A breakdown of the funding will be provided, along with a full year projection to aid forecasting.
It is extremely important for schools to check this data as it will have a direct impact on the top-up funding received.

[bookmark: _Toc219822348][bookmark: resneed]1)	Need Type
This is the top-up funding that relates to the special educational needs of pupils, based on the designation of the resourced provision. A full set of values for primary and secondary for different types of resourced provision can be found in Appendix 1 at the end of this document.

[bookmark: LowAttainment][bookmark: _Toc219822349][bookmark: ressigners]2)	Signers / Tactile Learners 
Additional funding for tactile learners in visual impairment units and signers in hearing impairment units will also be paid through this top-up framework. The number of pupils used in the indicative top-up funding is based on the proportion of pupils in receipt of this additional funding during the autumn 2025 term. Funding will be provided based on actual number of signers and tactile learners throughout the year.

[bookmark: LumpSum][bookmark: _Toc219822350][bookmark: resmfg]3)	Minimum Funding Guarantee (MFG)
In line with DfE guidance for 2026/27, as shown in Annex 3 of the High Needs Funding Operational Guide 2026 to 2027, the MFG requires that resourced provisions receive funding no less than that received in the 2025/26 financial year, assuming that the number and type of places remain the same between 2025/26 and 2026/27 financial years. This is expressed by an MFG of 0%.
The MFG is part of the top-up framework and is a per pupil amount. Therefore, it will only be paid for pupils attending the resourced provision. If the actual average pupil number is higher or lower than the APN, then the amount of MFG funding will increase or reduce respectively.
There is no cap on gains for resourced provisions in 2026/27.
MFG per pupil is calculated at the beginning of the year along with the indicative top-up funding. It is a fixed per pupil amount and is not adjusted at the end of the year. The main reason for this is to reduce the level of turbulence for the schools and assist with forecasting of their budgets.
Note that the High Needs Additional Funding and Legacy Funding for 2026/27 as described on pages 6 and 7 must be excluded from the MFG calculation so that resourced provisions receive both the High Needs Additional Funding and the MFG 0%.
[bookmark: MFG][bookmark: Dedelegation][bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]A worked example of the MFG calculation can be found in Appendix 2 and each school’s budget share includes a separate sheet with their specific calculation.


[bookmark: _Toc219822351]Additional Information
[bookmark: _Toc219822352][bookmark: resourcedprov][bookmark: resola]4)	Top-up Funding for Pupils from Other Local Authorities (OLAs)
Top-up funding will be paid by the home local authority for pupils who attend the resourced provision but reside in an authority other than Hampshire. The exception to this may be when a pupil is a looked after child (LAC); in this case it may depend on a local agreement between Hampshire and the other local authority, which might stipulate the authority looking after the child should maintain and fund the EHCP, regardless of where the pupil actually lives. In most cases, should a pupil from another local authority attend a Hampshire special school, the school needs to ensure that they invoice the other local authority for the relevant top-up funding.
The SEN Business Support Team offers a service level agreement (known as the OLA SLA) which covers the process of recovering the relevant top-up funding on behalf of the school. This removes the administrative burden on the school and ensures that the correct amount of top-up funding is received from the other local authority. Subscribers should note that there may be a delay in receiving OLA income under the SLA because funding can only be passed on once received from the OLA.
[bookmark: _Toc219822353][bookmark: resoverapn]5)	Over Occupancy Funding
At the end of the financial year, the average pupil number across the year (April to March) is compared with the financial year APN. If the average pupil number is greater than the APN, the additional places are funded at the place funding rate of £6,000. The pupil numbers are the actual termly pupil full time equivalent (FTE) used for the purposes of calculating top-up funding.
The example below, for a primary school resourced provision, illustrates this:RP APN	10
Pupil numbers each term:
Summer	10	(5 months)
Autumn	11	(4 months)
Spring		12 	(3 months)

Average pupil numbers = (5/12 x 10) + (4/12 x 11) + (3/12 x 12) = 10.83333…
Rounded FTE (2 decimal places) = 10.83
Over occupancy funding = (10.83 – 10 = 0.83; 0.83 x £6,000) = £4,980
Rounded (nearest £100) = £5,000


Funding is calculated and transferred to the school at the end of the financial year once the top-up funding for the spring term and pupil numbers have been finalised.
Please note that if the actual average pupil number throughout the year is below the APN then funding will not be decreased.

[bookmark: _Toc219822354][bookmark: resinfjun]6)	Resourced Provisions Serving an Infant and Junior School
In some cases, a resourced provision is based in an infant school but accepts pupils from a junior school or vice versa. Under the current funding arrangements this may require some adjustments between the schools, which need to be agreed between the schools. The following example uses an infant school with a resourced provision that accepts pupils from a junior school.
The places in the resourced provision will be funded at £6,000.
If a pupil from the junior school attends the resourced provision and the junior school has received funding for this pupil, the junior school will need to transfer a proportion of this funding to the infant school. The amount to be transferred needs to be agreed between the two schools. It is recommended that it is a proportion of AWPU plus funding based on pupil characteristics. For example, if the junior school pupils spend 50% of their time in the infant school resourced provision and 50% of their time in the junior school then 50% of AWPU, plus funding based on pupil characteristics, should be transferred from the junior to the infant school.
The GL codes that should be used are 5932 (CFR code E27) for any expenditure and 7543 (CFR code I08b) for income.

[bookmark: _Toc219822355][bookmark: resprinurs]7)	Primary Schools with a Nursery Resourced Provision  
Schools with a Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN) Nursery provision will receive an allocation of £13,476 per agreed place.
Schools with a Pre-school Diagnostic Unit (PSDU) will receive an allocation of £15,207 per agreed place.
Please note that funding for these provisions is detailed within the main school budget share.
Allocations will be made to GL code 7696 (CFR code I01).
[bookmark: appendix1][bookmark: appendix2][bookmark: resappen1][bookmark: OLE_LINK13][bookmark: OLE_LINK14][bookmark: _Toc219822356]
Appendix 1 – Table of Values for Resourced Provisions 2026/27

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Resourced Provision Statement Reference
	Primary
(£)
	Secondary
(£)

	Place Funding

	Agreed Place Numbers (APN)
	6,000

	Additional Place Funding
	4,000

	High Needs Additional Funding
	Varies - as per 2025/26

	Legacy Funding
	546.97

	Top-up Funding

	Pupil Characteristics

	     Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN)
	5,256
	5,149

	     Moderate Learning Difficulties (MLD)
	1,534
	3,059

	     Severe Learning Difficulties (SLD)
	2,841
	

	     Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD)
	
	1,311

	     Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH)
	12,838
	11,582

	     Physical Disability (PD) – large unit
	
	11,804

	     Physical Disability (PD) – small unit
	
	14,708

	     Autistic Spectrum Conditions (ASC)
	11,108
	10,247

	     Visual Impairment (VI)
	13,765
	12,733

	     Hearing Impairment (HI)
	8,701
	6,218

	[bookmark: _Hlk60744814]Signers / Tactile Learners

	     Tactile Learner
	6,633
	6,633

	     Signers
	8,494
	15,921

	Minimum Funding Guarantee

	     Minimum Funding Guarantee
	varies
	varies


[bookmark: appendix3][bookmark: appendix4][bookmark: resappen2]


[bookmark: _Toc219822357]Appendix 2 – MFG Example for Resourced Provisions 2026/27
	
	
	

	A.  To calculate protected baseline funding amount:
	
	£

	Total place and top-up funding calculated on the basis of 2025/26 agreed place numbers and autumn term 2025 pupil numbers and characteristics (including 2025/26 MFG) and 2025/26 unit values
	
	300,000

	
	
	

	2025/26 baseline funding (multiplied by 100.0%) – protected amount                                                                                 
	
	300,000

	
	
	

	
	
	

	B.  To calculate 2026/27 comparison funding:
	
	

	Total place and top-up funding calculated on the basis of 2025/26 agreed place numbers and autumn term 2025 pupil numbers and characteristics (not counting 2025/26 MFG) and 2026/27 unit values
	
	295,000

	
	
	

	2026/27 comparison funding
	
	295,000

	
	
	

	
	
	

	C.  Calculation of Minimum Funding Guarantee per pupil in 2026/27:
	
	

	Take protected funding amount (calculated in A) less the 2026/27 comparison funding (calculated in B) – if less than zero MFG is not applicable.
	
	5,000

	
	
	

	Autumn term 2025 pupil numbers
	20
	

	
	
	

	MFG amount per pupil
	
	250
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