New Arrivals Videoscribe Pack
Introduction
This pack supports the Hampshire EMTAS New Arrivals Videoscribe.

Links
Direct link to Videoscribe:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSSBgt0_euk
Blog: EAL Best Practice - Making Messages Memorable
https://emtas.hias.hants.gov.uk/blog/index.php?entryid=35

Videoscribe Narration
‘Children at an early stage of learning English, particularly those who enter the school
system mid phase, face many social, cultural and linguistic hurdles. Whilst this presents
a challenge for many schools, the truth is that most of these early stage EAL learners
will make very rapid progress with appropriate provision.
Most schools are aware of the need to settle pupils from the start, ensuring they are
buddied with supportive peers and offered a broad and balanced curriculum that is age
appropriate and meets their cognitive potential rather than their current English
proficiency.
The most supportive schools find out as much as they can about the new arrival through
parent conferencing, perhaps with the services of an interpreter; they can conduct a first
language assessment and informally observe a pupil’s strengths and weaknesses over
time. They certainly avoid any type of formal assessment or screening as these always
give inaccurate or false positive results.
EAL pupils bring lots of prior learning and skills with them to their new learning
context. It is motivating for EAL learners when schools make a fuss of their multilingual
skills. They might display welcome signs in those languages and perhaps also learn a
few sayings in the child’s strongest language. Inclusive schools also understand how to
encourage pupils to use their first language as a tool for learning across the curriculum.
As a matter of course beginner EAL learners need to be surrounded by articulate
speakers and should be placed into higher ability groups or sets. Well trained staff
understand that EAL learners are not here to just learn English, but to learn a
curriculum like their peers. This is why they must be offered a full curriculum, including
languages which they will generally be good at.
Beginner EAL pupils should be learning within the mainstream classroom most of the
time. In this context they should follow the same curriculum as their peers, tailored to
their individual needs. This provides access to natural models of colloquial and
academic language linked to the curriculum. In this way pupils will feel included and
better able to engage with their learning, supported by their peers.’

Activities
1. Match up images with text: this activity should generate a lot of
discussion. Here is a suggested solution, although staff might
conceivably find other justifiable versions.
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2. Do a Diamond 9/16 activity with the images and/or text cards.
In a Diamond 9/16 activity the task is to organise a number of ideas
(images/text) into hierarchical groups. The card at the top is the most
important idea and the one at the bottom the least important. Cards
on the same row have an equal importance. This activity is perfect
for group work and will promote plenty of discussion.
The activity could be used for:
• establishing a baseline - what the school currently does well
• planning - deciding on future best practice
The group will need to choose 9/16 cards from the total pack of 24
(images or text). The rest of the cards can be discarded. Note that
not all cards will be particularly relevant for this activity.
It is suggested that you ask the groups to place the card/image
‘Reaching full potential’ at the top.

Diamond 9 using the images

Diamond 16 using the text

3. Roles and responsibilities: Pre-select a range of cards (images or
text) that describe specific tasks e.g. ‘Communication with parents’
and ‘Full access to the mainstream curriculum’. Ask staff to decide
who/which role would be most suited to ensuring the task happens.

4. Make a display of how the school responds to new arrivals using
the cards (images and/or text) - you could sticker them up and bring
in sound using TalkingPENs as well.

