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Major Schemes Portsmouth

Congratulations to Portsmouth City Council who were successful in their application to the Department for Transport Major Schemes programme for funding for essential transport improvements at Tipner to unlock development land, and for the replacement of Northern Road Bridge.

The City Council has been awarded £20m of a total £30m of planned improvements at Tipner, including a new interchange on the M275, park and ride and bus priority.  An award of £11m has been made for the replacement of Northern Road Bridge.
Platform to Prosperity (presentation later)

Congratulations also to Southampton City Council who have been awarded over £5.5m from the Regional Growth Fund for improvements to Platform Road, in the city.  The scheme aims to provide essential transport infrastructure to support existing and future expansion of the Port of Southampton and to help facilitate significant levels of regeneration within Southampton city centre and safeguarding and creating private sector jobs.
Platform to Prosperity will implement a road improvement scheme along Platform Road in Southampton, which the Port Masterplan Transport Assessment identified as a high priority piece of infrastructure to support ongoing and significant levels of growth in Port activity, including both cruise passengers and car exports.  The Port of Southampton is extremely important to the local and national economy and forms a key part of the supply chain of the UK manufacturing industry.

This infrastructure is also essential to improve accessibility to the nearby mixed use Royal Pier and Town Depot regeneration developments, which will deliver a significant number of new private sector jobs in Southampton.

Local Sustainable Transport Fund Business Case

In December, we submitted our Business Case to the Department for Transport’s Local Sustainable Transport Fund for £18m of funding of an overall £31m package of interventions.  Our proposals can be categorised under three inter-locking themes:

· An interoperable smart ticket for bus and ferry travel

· Area-wide and corridor-specific Travel Choice interventions, aimed at encouraging uptake of public transport, walking and cycling
· Physical interventions along nine corridors and at interchanges (including Real Time Passenger Information, bus priority, and provision for cycling and walking).
The Business Case identified a healthy Benefit Cost Ratio of 8.5 to 1 and that our proposals will be successful in supporting economic growth through:

· creating employment

· widening employment horizons

· widening the available labour pool

· supporting growth targets

· targeting support at our assets (for example our international gateways)
· targeting support at our sectors that have potential for growth

· reducing congestion

· increasing public transport patronage use by 24% to 2026
· increasing use of active modes by 9%, and
· improving journey time reliability for all road users

Our proposals will also reduce carbon and other emissions from the transport sector, improve health, and improve access for all.

We have calculated that a total of 1,141 jobs to 2019 and 1,529 to 2026 will be created as a direct consequence of LSTF investment.

Officers have met with DfT economists to discuss the Business Case and will be meeting with an Expert Panel on the 13th February.  DfT expect to make a decision in June on funding awards.
Support for the successful Enterprise Zone application

TfSH was delighted to support the Solent Local Enterprise Partnership on the transport aspects of the LEPs successful application for Enterprise Zone status at Daedalus.
Growing Places Fund
TfSH has submitted options for consideration by the Solent LEP within the Growing Places Fund.  Importantly, these options need to have the ability to unlock development, which in turn, can repay the up-front infrastructure investment.  Our options centre around improving access to the strategic employment sites at Daedalus and Dunsbury Hill Farm.

Better Bus Area Fund

TfSH and the South Hampshire Bus Operators Association (SHBOA) are working together to submit a bid to the DfT’s Better Bus Area Fund.  This is a £50m fund to which Highway Authorities can apply for a maximum of £5m of funding to fund bus improvements in congested large urban areas, such as South Hampshire, where increasing bus occupancy and achieving modal shift can free up valuable road space and reduce carbon emissions.
Bids are required to be submitted by the 24th February, with awards announced by the end of March.

Waterside Rail
It has been a long-standing aspiration of the County Council to examine the case in more detail for re-opening the Waterside railway line to passenger services, as this would provide improved access to the rail network for Waterside residents and help to relieve congestion along the A326 corridor and through Totton town centre.

A GRIP 2 Waterside Rail Study, commissioned by Hampshire County Council, provided a robust examination of the cost implications for the introduction of passenger services and of the anticipated demand and revenue.  Subsequent feedback received from South West Trains and Network Rail has been considered and addressed.  The outcome is a BCR of 2.0 which represents ‘high’ value for money according to DfT criteria. This is an encouraging economic performance and means that it would be worthwhile proceeding to the next stage of the GRIP process.
A GRIP 3 study is to be commission and will further develop the business case for the hourly shuttle service between Hythe and Southampton Central.  The study would concentrate on:
· refining the demand forecasts, particularly  making use of the sub-regional transport model.

· further refining the infrastructure costs through detailed discussions with Network Rail on aspects such as signalling controls and the condition of the permanent way and other infrastructure
· securing the active involvement of South West Trains as franchise holder in developing the proposals and secure their support

· involvement of the DfT (Rail Division) in developing the scheme in relation to funding of infrastructure improvements and the impact on future franchising agreements.

The outcomes of the GRIP 3 study will be reported to this Committee later in the year.

Port of Southampton – Berths 201-202

TfSH has always been a strong champion of the Port of Southampton, which is one of South Hampshire's most important employers, supporting an estimated 3,500 portside jobs and over 7,000 indirect jobs across the Solent area, and contributing £306 million to the local economy.
I've watched with increasing dismay the three-year saga of ABP's planning application, including the cynical legal tactics by Hutchison Ports which forced ABP to submit another Environmental Statement, and now the foot-dragging by the Marine Maritime Organisation.

In the meantime Southampton’s competitors have advanced their own plans to attract the large container ships. In September Hutchison opened two new 730 metre berths in Felixstowe South, and has further plans to develop Bathside.  Dubai Ports are to invest £1.5 million on a new deep sea container port at London Gateway, which will be in operation within two years.  

With a contracting market it is therefore vital that ABP is able to secure planning consent for Berth 201/202 as soon as possible.   Any further delay would put off construction for a year, which would be enormously damaging to both the Port and the wider regional economy.

In December, I wrote to the Secretary of State for Transport to request urgent help in expediting Associated British Ports’ application to redevelop the berths 201 and 202 at the Port of Southampton and thus enable the Port to accommodate the new generation of large container ships.
I was therefore encouraged to hear the shipping minister, Mike Penning, on the 18th January in a specially organised Westminster debate on the matter, admit that mistakes had been made and promising that the Marine Management Organisation would have the necessary staff and expertise to deal with the planning application now in order to deal with mistakes of the past.  The Marine Management Organisation six week consultation period on the planning application commenced on the 11th January.
ABP Port Director Doug Morrison has previously expressed his appreciation of the unanimous support for this development from local authorities and related bodies such as TfSH.
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