
Solent Gateways 



Solent Gateways: Background 

A £500 million plus comprehensive programme of transport and enabling 
infrastructure projects aimed at tackling regeneration along Southampton’s 
waterfront and in East Cowes and improving connectivity across the Solent.  

1. Southampton Waterfront: 

 Royal Pier Waterfront  

 Red Funnel Terminal Relocation to Trafalgar Dock 

2. Red Funnel: 

 Connectivity across the Solent will be improved as a result of Red Funnel 
investing to mirror the size and quality of facilities at both ends of their route. 

3. E. Cowes: 

 Enhanced public realm and road improvements in East Cowes. 

 Replacement and modernisation of the ‘Floating Bridge’ chain ferry linking 
East and West Cowes. 

 



Solent Gateways: Local Growth Deal 

The Solent Local Enterprise Partnership has been granted £15 million of funding 
through the Local Growth Deal to support the Solent Gateways Project.  

Solent LEP Local Growth Deal Funding will fund a comprehensive programme of 
enabling infrastructure to facilitate and accelerate the delivery of: 

 The relocation of the Red Funnel terminal in Southampton to Trafalgar Dock and 
the development of Royal Pier Waterfront 

 Regeneration of East Cowes town centre and waterfront and enabling the 
relocation of the Red Funnel terminal 

 Replacement of the Floating Bridge linking East and West Cowes 

 

Seeking £15m of Local Growth Deal funding:  

  £7.5 m towards public infrastructure works at Trafalgar Docks  

  £3.8 m towards public infrastructure works in East Cowes  

  £3.7 m towards the replacement of the Floating Bridge 
 



Solent Gateways: Royal Pier Waterfront 

The Opportunity; 

 High quality international waterfront destination 

 Enhanced Mayflower Park- increase of 2ha 

 Increased amount of publicly accessible waterfront 

 Substantial investment into Local economy 

 Significant local employment gains: 

 Construction Phase:c.7,500 jobs 

 Completed Development: c.5,000 jobs 

 English Heritage Gains 

 Improved connectivity between Southampton and the Isle of 

Wight 

 Enhanced and permanent site for  the PSP Southampton Boat 

Show 

“THE ROYAL PIER WATERFRONT IS THE  
‘JEWEL IN THE CROWN’ OF THE 
SOUTHAMPTON CITY CENTRE 

MASTERPLAN WHICH COMPRISES 7 VERY 
IMPORTANT PROJECTS.SOUTHAMPTON 
CITY COUNCIL AND OUR PARTNERS WILL 
BRING TO LIFE OUR SHARED VISION OF A 

VIBRANT AND COSMOPOLITAN 
WATERSIDE DEVELOPMENT IN A CITY SO 

RICH IN MARITIME HISTORY.” 
 

Dawn Baxendale 
CEO Southampton City Council  
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Solent Gateways: Royal Pier Waterfront 
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