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Appendix 1 
 
Evaluation of Historical Documents 
 
Ordnance Survey Maps and records 
The first maps of Hampshire produced by the Ordnance Survey and 
commercially available date from the early C19th and were a great 
improvement on contemporary maps of a similar genre. The most valuable 
series of maps are the 1:2,500 County Series maps, produced at intervals 
between the late 1860s and the 1940s. These maps provide an accurate 
picture of the landscape at the date of survey, and carry strong evidential 
weight, but it should always be borne in mind that the surveyors mapped 
physical features and not legal rights. Rarely can these maps alone be taken 
as evidence of the legal status of the paths and tracks shown on them.  
 
Additional help in determining the status of a path can be found in other 
Ordnance Survey Records: the first edition County Series Map is 
accompanied by a Book of Reference, which identifies ‘Roads’, and 
sometimes ‘Public Roads’ or ‘Occupation Roads’; the object name books 
(some have survived for the third edition, circa 1909) use local knowledge to 
describe a features, including public roads; boundary books can record public 
highways where they also form parish boundaries and levelling records may 
also refer to roads and other features. 
 
Private conveyancing documents and sales particulars 
 
These might provide useful supporting evidence but generally carry fairly low 
evidential weight. 


