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HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

Decision Report 
 
Decision Maker: Executive Member – Economic Development and Rural Affairs 

Date: 4 November 2011 

Title: Possible Funding Agreement with Connect2 Innovation 

Reference: 3418 

Report From: Director of Economy, Transport and Environment 

Contact name: Hazel Simmonds 

Tel:    01962 846125 Email: hazel.simmonds@hants.gov.uk 
 
1. Executive Summary  
 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek approval to enter into an SLA with 

Connect2 Innovation on a trial basis to provide high growth support to 
businesses in Hampshire. The SLA would cover the period November 2011 
until March 2012 to cover the gap in the market with the demise of SEEDA 
and the national procurement of the “Business Coaching for Growth” 
programme.  The work would be evaluated to determine whether this 
arrangement should be continued in 2012/13, subject to further executive 
approval. 

 
2. Contextual Information 
 
2.1 Connect2 Innovation works with companies designated as having potential 

high growth. The support that is offered depends on the business 
requirements and ranges from one to one advice and guidance to 
networking within specific sectors for both large businesses and SMEs. 

 
2.2 Currently, Connet2 Innovation (C2I) works in Surrey and North East 

Hampshire particularly Rushmoor and Hart Districts. The Assistant Director 
(Economic Development) met with the Chief Executive Officer of C2I  in 
September and was presented with information about their work. Whilst 
Hampshire County Council has been provided with some outputs, it would 
be useful to have more information on outcomes before entering into a 
formal contract. Therefore the Assistant Director will enter into further 
discussions with C2I before any agreements are reached to do additional 
work in Hampshire. 

 
2.3 There is an opportunity for Hampshire County Council to work with this 

company through to March 2012 on a trial basis to allow further evaluation. 
It is suggested that as it is mid financial year the County Council could offer 
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up to £10,000 based on an SLA being drawn up clarifying what will be 
delivered and the potential outcomes for this amount of money. It is worth 
noting that C2I will be working with a number of organisations to seek 
funding from BIS to support businesses in the future. 

 
3. Funding Arrangement 
 
3.1 An SLA has been suggested as the way forward to facilitate a pilot or trial 

period and evaluation in the limited period left in 2011/12.  The suggested 
amount of up to £10,000 attached to an SLA agreement can be funded 
from within existing budgets in Economic Development. The Director of 
Economy, Transport and Environment, is recommended to be authorised to 
sign off the final amount depending on the SLA agreement. Time is of the 
essence as the funding requirement is until March 2012 and there are 
some planned activities for December 2011 which Hampshire could benefit 
from.  

 
3.2 A letter setting out some of the detail of the work carried out by C2I is 

attached as an Appendix for information. 
 
4. Recommendations 
 
4.1 That up to £10,000 be allocated from the Economic Development budget 

towards Connect2 Innovation work in Hampshire County Council, subject 
to a satisfactory SLA being drawn up. 

 
4.2 That the Director of Economy, Transport and Environment be given 

delegated authority to finalise and administer the SLA, including 
authorisation of payments up to the approved ceiling figure of £10,000. 

 
4.3 That an evaluation of the project take place, with results reported back to 

the Executive Member of Economic Development and Rural Affairs, before 
April 2012.  
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3. 

CORPORATE OR LEGAL INFORMATION: 
 

Links to the Corporate Strategy 
Hampshire safer and more secure for all:     no 

Corporate Improvement plan link number (if appropriate): 

Maximising well-being: yes 

Corporate Improvement plan link number (if appropriate): 

Enhancing our quality of place: no 

Corporate Improvement plan link number (if appropriate): 
 
 
 
Section 100 D - Local Government Act 1972 - background documents 
  
The following documents discuss facts or matters on which this report, or an 
important part of it, is based and have been relied upon to a material extent in 
the preparation of this report. (NB: the list excludes published works and any 
documents which disclose exempt or confidential information as defined in 
the Act.) 
 
Document Location 
None  
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4. 

IMPACT ASSESSMENTS: 
 

1. Equalities Impact Assessment: 
1.1. There are no immediate impacts on equalities as a result of the proposals set 

out in this report. 

2. Impact on Crime and Disorder: 
2.1. No direct implications. 

3. Climate Change: 
3.1. How does what is being proposed impact on our carbon footprint / energy 

consumption? 

 No direct impact on the County Council's carbon footprint or energy 
consumption. 

 
3.2. How does what is being proposed consider the need to adapt to climate 

change, and be resilient to its longer term impacts? 

 Sustainable economic growth is a pre-requisite to a more resilient future for 
the County, which factors in the response to a changing climate, and careful 
stewardship of natural resources, alongside the importance of wealth creation 
to sustain and support public services and investment in infrastructure. 
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