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131.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors K. Evans; Frankum; Gibson; Gurden; Hindson; Hussey; James; Kemp-Gee; Kyrle and Porter and from Honorary Alderman Capt. Boyle.

132.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.

All Members who believed they had a personal or prejudicial interest in any matter to be considered at the meeting were asked to declare that interest and, having regard to the circumstances described in paragraphs 9, 10, 11 and 12 of the County Council’s Code of Conduct, to consider whether to leave the meeting whilst the matter is discussed, save for exercising any right to speak in accordance with paragraph 12 of the Code.  The declaration should be made at the time of the relevant debate.
133.
MINUTES.

The minutes of the meeting of the County Council held on 15 July 2010 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

134.
DEPUTATIONS.


There were no deputations on this occasion.

135.
CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS.

On behalf of the Council the Chairman extended a welcome to Honorary Aldermen who were in attendance and a special welcome to Mrs Tracy Kirk.


The Chairman presented her report and expanded on the wide range of duties undertaken to represent and promote the County Council and its strong community leadership role.  In particular, the Chairman focussed on the role of the County Council’s Care Ambassadors; the County Council’s pledge for children in care and an update on the County Council’s children’s homes.
The Chairman spoke about the flood disaster in Pakistan where unprecedented floods had caused displacement of at least 20 million men, women and children.  The Chairman drew to Members’ attention an initiative, the “Life Box”, that was being co-ordinated in Hampshire by Mohammed Ansar, with the support of Councillor Roy Perry in his capacity as co-Chairman of the Interfaith Network.  The aim of the Life Box is to provide high energy food and liquids to sustain a four member family or group for 2-3 days each.  The Chairman encouraged Members to put together some Life Boxes.  The Chairman had pleasure in presenting Mohammed with a Life Box and congratulated him for co-ordinating the effort throughout Hampshire.
It was with sadness that the Chairman reported the death of two former County Councillors, Anne Edwards and Patrick Pierce.  Anne Edwards was elected in 2005 as the County Council Member for Bedhampton and Leigh Park and was also a Havant Borough Councillor.  Patrick Pierce was elected in 1993 as the County Council Member for Andover Rural.
Councillors Buckley; Collett; Snaith-Tempia; Patricia West and Thornber paid tribute to the contribution they had made and the Council stood for a minute's silence as a mark of respect.

Finally, the Chairman paid tribute to former County Councillor David Kirk who had died suddenly on 15 August and who would be a great loss to the County Council.

136.
LEADER’S REPORT.

The Leader welcomed Carolyn Williamson as the County Council’s new County Treasurer.  Carolyn joined the County Council with a proven track record in seeking innovative solutions to improve performance and make savings which would be invaluable given the unprecedented challenges the County Council faces.

In response to the Coalition Government’s offer to allow local Councils to return to the committee system, if they should wish to, the Leader confirmed that the Administration did not have any plans to re-introduce the system.  In light of this, a provisional calendar of County Council meetings for the period 1 April 2010 to 31 March 2011 had been circulated.  Members were asked to note that the dates could be subject to the outcomes of the Democratic Infrastructure Review, as one of the efficiency workstreams, which was looking at streamlining business processes.
The Leader had pleasure in reporting a number of awards and accolades recently received by the County Council:
· Royal Victoria Country Park near Southampton had been recognised as one of the country’s best green spaces by securing a Green Flag award.

· Westwood Local Nature Reserve in Netley Abbey also secured a Green Flag award due to close partnership working with Southampton City Council.

· The County Council’s Ethnic Minority and Traveller Achievement Service (EMTAS) won a national award for two innovative projects, for its community languages taster sessions and its Young Interpreter Scheme.

The Leader updated Members on Operation Restore, a multi million pound programme to repair the worst of the damage resulting from last winter’s extreme weather conditions.  Many C Class and unclassified roads had been resurfaced as part of the programme.  Operation Restore lays the foundations for Operation Resilience, a £100m longer term project to improve the strength and condition of Hampshire’s road network, including structural repairs, resurfacing and drainage works.
The Leader congratulated Hampshire pupils for achieving record high exam results.  Approximately 14,000 pupils sat GCSEs and provisional results indicate that 76% achieved five or more A*-C grades or equivalent.  In addition to GCSEs, pupils studied for a range of qualifications, including BTEC diplomas and certificates, NVQs and Key Skills.

The Leader reported that Hampshire Learning had been inspected by Ofsted, who judged the overall service to be good, with one area, community learning, being graded as outstanding.  The service provides valuable learning opportunities for adults in areas of the county where need is greatest.  15,000 residents have benefited from joining a Hampshire Learning class in one of the many locations across the county.  The service works closely with organisations such as Age UK, MIND, children’s centres, housing associations and local voluntary and community groups, and the Council extended their thanks to those partners.

Finally, the Leader paid tribute to former County Councillor David Kirk who had been an outstanding ambassador for Hampshire’s young people.  David was a firm supporter of the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme and the Prince’s Trust and was also an LGA peer reviewer.  A ‘larger than life person’, he would be greatly missed by his many friends and colleagues in the County Council. 
With the support of the Council, the Leader would contact the Board of Governors of East Anton Development to name their school after David in recognition of his sterling work.

Before inviting further tributes, the Leader confirmed that a memorial service would be held on Tuesday 16 November 2010 at 2.00pm at Winchester Cathedral.  Councillors Buckley; Carter; Chapman; Collett; Dash; Darragh; Davidovitz; Dickens; Dowden; Edgar; Joy; Kimber; Mutton; Perry; Price; Reid; Snaith-Tempia; Thacker; Tucker; Wall and Patricia West paid tribute to David.
137.
QUESTIONS UNDER STANDING ORDER 20(b)(i).



First questions:

Councillor Thornber, Executive Member for Policy and Resources, answered a question from Councillor Dowden concerning the Department of Health White Paper and how the County Council would use the opportunity it presented to significantly influence the programme of change.  Councillor Dowden requested a written copy of the response, which would be supplied after the meeting together with a copy of the Executive Member’s letter to the Rt. Hon. Andrew Lansley MP, Secretary of State for Health, as referred to in the response.
Councillor Thornber, Executive Member for Policy and Resources answered a question from Councillor Thomas concerning the implications for jobs in Hampshire in regard to the Defence Review being conducted by the Ministry of Defence.
Councillor Snaith-Tempia, Executive Member for Culture and Recreation answered a question from Councillor Carew concerning the staffing implications of the County Council’s restructure of its library services.

Second questions: 
Councillor Thornber, Executive Member for Policy and Resources answered a question from Councillor Carew concerning the County Council’s farm tenancies.

Third questions:

Councillor Thornber, Executive Member for Policy and Resources answered a question from Councillor Carew concerning the Hampshire Senate and how it will proceed in the future.


138.
APPOINTMENTS
The Council noted and confirmed changes to the membership of the Children and Young People Select Committee to fill two co-optee vacancies as follows:
Mr Mohammed Ansar – primary school parent governor representative

Mr Philip Watson – secondary school parent governor representative

139.
INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL – APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT MEMBERS AND A CHAIRMAN OF THE PANEL
The Committee considered the report of the Head of Governance and Monitoring Officer (Item 9 in the Minute Book) recommending the appointment of independent members to the Independent Remuneration Panel (IRP).

Ordered:

a) that the appointment of Mrs Julia Abbott and Mr Richard Kinch to the IRP be approved for the period until February 2014, subject to satisfactory continuation of suitability and ability to apply the skills and competencies for the role; and


b) that the appointment of Mr David Heck, an existing member of the IRP, to the position of Chairman of the IRP be approved. 

140.
POLICY AND RESOURCES SELECT COMMITTEE 
 
CONSIDERATION OF MOTION RELATING TO FAIR TRADE
The Council considered the report of the Policy and Resources Select Committee (Item 10 in the Minute Book) responding to a Motion relating to Fair Trade that was referred to the Committee by Council at its meeting on 20 May 2010.  The Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee presented the report and drew Members’ attention to the recommendations.

Councillor Buckley, seconded by Councillor Darragh, proposed the

following amendment in accordance with Standing Order 27:

“Paragraph 4: Recommendation 4.1: ‘therefore in response to the Motion put to the County Council in May………..’ delete the following: ‘which calls on the Hampshire County Council’ and replace with:

‘Hampshire County Council will take the necessary remaining steps to become the first Fair Trade county in South East England’ and delete the remainder of recommendation 4.1 and the following two bullet points.”


The amendment was put to the vote.  The majority of Members did not support the amendment and it was therefore lost.  The substantive recommendations were put to the vote and were carried.

Resolved:

In response to the Motion put to County Council in May, which calls on Hampshire County Council to take the necessary remaining steps to become the first Fair Trade county in South East England, the Council agreed that:
a) Further steps towards an application for Fair Trade county status should not be taken by the County Council until the following have been considered:


- details of Fair Trade products currently procured, including prices 
        compared to alternatives, the proportion of spend on these 
 
   products, and the proportion of spend on products from local 
 
   producers (to inform Members’ consideration of the value for
 
   money of Fair Trade products, and the extent to which Fair Trade 
 
   products compete with locally produced items)


- whether support to a Fair Trade Steering Group and media 
 
  promotion of the Fair Trade status campaign represent value for 
 
  money in the current economic climate 

- the options for action open to the County Council to demonstrate
  community leadership and encourage equal support for a range of 
  worthy causes such as local producers and other ethical brands 

b) Should an application for Fair Trade county status be promoted by another organisation, Hampshire County Council provide support to that as appropriate, if it is satisfied that:

- the support required from the County Council represents value for
  money

- the County Council can continue to support local producers and 
  other ethical brands fairly
141.
NOTICE OF MOTION CONCERNING THE REMOVAL OF COUNTY NAMES FROM THE ROYAL MAIL’S ADDRESS DATABASE


Councillor Perry, seconded by Councillor Dr. Ellis, submitted the following Motion in accordance with Standing Order 17.1 (Item 11 in the Minute Book):

“Hampshire County Council welcomes the Secretary of State’s opposition to the recommendation of the Postcode Address File Advisory Board to delete historic county names from the Royal Mail’s address database and suggests instead that as an easy economy the Coalition Government abolishes the Postcode Address File Advisory Board.”




During the course of discussion, Members strongly supported this Motion, which was agreed.  

142.
HOME OFFICE CONSULTATION – “POLICING IN THE 21ST 
 
CENTURY – RECONNECTING POLICE WITH THE PEOPLE”
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, Section 100B (4)(b), Item 11x in the Minute Book was taken with the concurrence of the Chairman as an urgent item by reason of special circumstances, namely to allow the County Council to comment within the consultation period referred to in the report.
Councillors Collett; Kendal; Mason and Snaith-Tempia declared a personal and prejudicial interest as the County Council’s representatives on the Police Authority.  On the advice of the Monitoring Officer, the Members left the Chamber prior to a vote on the proposals being taken.

The Leader introduced the report and briefly summarised the proposals, which promote a radical shift in power and control.  The intention of the reform is to shift the focus of the police away from government targets and bureaucracy and towards being better connected with the public they serve.

During the course of a full debate, some Members expressed concern in regard to the proposal for a Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) and their role in directing police resources and wider partnership activity.  The role of the PCC would replace the role currently carried out by a committee of people who exercise a collective knowledge and voice.  Concern was also expressed that there could be a tension between the operational independence of Chief Constables and the democratically mandated PCCs and their view on policing priorities, and that the proposals would increase the democratic bureaucracy within constabularies as the proposals would interpose PCCs.

Councillor Collett seconded by Councillor Mason, proposed the

following amendment in accordance with Standing Order 27:

“Recommendation (a): delete the words ‘but does not endorse’ and replace with ‘and therefore endorses.”
The amendment was put to the vote.  The majority of Members did not support the amendment and it was therefore lost.  The substantive recommendations were put to the vote and were carried.

Resolved:

a)
That Hampshire County Council agrees with the LGA response in terms of reintegration of Police Authorities into local government but does not endorse the LGA’s opposition to Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs).

b)
That Hampshire County Council endorses the operational independence of Chief Constables, but would point out that there will be a tension between the operational independence of Chief Constables and the democratically mandated PCCs and their view on policing priorities.

c)
That Hampshire County Council is concerned that the Government’s proposals, as they currently stand, increase the democratic bureaucracy within constabularies as the proposals would interpose PCCs.

d)
That under the authority’s duty to co-operate, Hampshire County Council believes that as one of the upper tier authorities in Hampshire, it should exercise strategic overview and scrutiny of Police constabularies and any PCC.
143.
HAMPSHIRE POLICE AUTHORITY

No questions had been received pursuant to Standing Order 20(d).  The report of the Hampshire Police Authority (Item 12 in the Minute Book) was received.

144.
HAMPSHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE AUTHORITY

No questions had been received pursuant to Standing Order 20(e).  There was no report of the Hampshire Fire and Rescue Authority on this occasion.
145.
CHANGES IN RESPONSIBILITY FOR EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONS
The Council considered the report of the Chief Executive (Item 14 in the Minute Book) outlining changes in the responsibility for executive functions that had been determined by the Leader.


Resolved:

That the changes in responsibility for executive functions outlined in Appendix 1 to the report be noted and that the Constitution be amended accordingly. 

146.
POLICY AND RESOURCES SELECT COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
The Council received and noted the Policy and Resources Select Committee annual report (Item 15 in the Minute Book) highlighting the work of the County Council’s Select Committees for the period April 2009 to March 2010.
147.
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION


The Council received the reports of the following Executive Members 
 
and Chairmen (Item 16 in the Minute Book):

a) The Cabinet/Leader
-
Efficiencies and expenditure reductions: transforming the 
 
County Council
-
Economic Assessment
-
Carbon Strategy
-
County Council services in support of the Armed Forces in 
 
Hampshire


Executive Member for Culture and Recreation
 
-
Basing House launch event
c)
Executive Lead Member for Children’s Services (presented by 
 
the Executive Member for Policy and Resources)
 
-
Wessex Youth Offending Team Youth Justice Plan 
  

2010/11

b)                                                                                                APPENDIX

Amendments to the Constitution: Part 2, Chapter 1, paragraph 3 – Responsibility for Executive Functions

	Responsible person
	Functions

	Executive Member for Economic Development and Rural Affairs
	Overall strategy and policy for all economic development matters and for rural affairs.

Primary departmental links – Economic Development Unit, Human Resources in the Chief Executive’s Department and Culture, Communities and Rural Affairs Department.

Services – within the remit of the Economic Development Unit, Human Resources within the Chief Executive’s Department and rural affairs services within the Culture, Communities and Rural Affairs Department.

Functional areas – monitoring and developing the county’s economy; co-ordinating and developing the Council’s involvement in European projects sponsored or led by the Economic Development Unit.  Monitoring and developing the sustainability of rural communities and the stewardship of the natural environment and heritage of rural Hampshire.  Personnel policy formulation and skills development in relation to the County Council’s directly employed workforce (excluding schools).

Appointments to relevant outside bodies not on a proportional basis in consultation with the minority parties.
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