Rural Targeted Projects – Initial Feedback
Appendix 3
The following feedback relates primarily to the projects listed in Appendix 3 and which were approved for implementation in August 2009.
"We feel very strongly that the funding and support we received from the small grants scheme has enabled our community to have the confidence to be pro-active in enhancing the quality of life in our village in many different ways.  Thank you." 

Mary Herbert, Chairman - Kingsley Parish Council 

“Gifted and talented children from all 44 schools will work together for the first time, producing exciting work which will go back with them to their schools and act like a pebble being thrown in a pond - causing a ripple which can effect every child within those 44 schools - only going to show that a small amount of funding used in the right way in the right place, can be made to go a very long way.  Without funding like this, such exciting work simply could not take place.” 
Glynis Blake, Extended Services Co-ordinator - Whitehill, Bordon and Liphook, Chase Children's Centre. 
“Having the opportunity for our [gifted and] able children to work together from a range of backgrounds could only have happened with so many schools working in partnership. This is real collaboration impacting positively on pupil outcomes.”

Michele Frost, Headteacher - Bordon Junior School
"The rural funding has enabled East Hampshire School's Education Improvement Partnership to fund the training and supervision of an Emotional Literacy Support Assistant in every school in the partnership.  As many of the partner primary schools are in a rural and semi-rural locations and have small, although significant, numbers of vulnerable children, this venture has been of particular benefit, as prior to this it was difficult to access centralised support due to both geography and perceived levels of need.  In addition localised supervision groups within the school clusters will enable Emotional Learning Support Assistants to make better use of these sessions, as travelling long distances for these sessions is often difficult for support staff and it is helping establish localised support networks, which is particularly important in rural areas." 
Ian Waine, Headteacher - Medstead C of E Primary School

“As a school we have wanted to have an Emotional Literacy Support Assistant  for a long time, the rural funding has given us this opportunity.  Our Learning Support Assistant who is being trained is really motivated by it and is bringing so many great ideas back to school with her from the training.  As a school we're hooked!” 
Michele Frost, Headteacher - Bordon Junior School

"[The community challenge fund is] a real example of how small money acts as a catalyst for positive local action to benefit residents - and excellent partnership working too!" 
Steven Lugg, Chief Executive - Hampshire Association of Local Councils 

“Many thanks for all the info you sent... We were all so impressed and grateful for the help [the Village Halls Advisor] gave us.” 
Julia Kimber, Tichborne Parish Hall (Village Halls Advisor post provided by Community Action Hampshire and partially funded by CCRA for 1 year)
“Thank you so much for the Travel Guide as I had no idea these services were available.” 
Quote from return survey after the Travel Information Guide had been distributed to parishes of Wickham, Swanmore and Shedfield (Environment Department initiative as part of the core delivery action plans)
“The Travel Guide is very informative and comprehensive, set out clearly, easy to read and uncomplicated.” 
Quote from return survey after the Travel Information Guide had been distributed to parishes of Wickham, Swanmore and Shedfield (Environment Department initiative as part of the core delivery action plans)
“We identified considerable support for the setting up of a village market and the Hampshire County Council Community Challenge Fund was instrumental in enabling us to achieve our objective.  It is now a flourishing success and as well as bringing quality locally sourced produce to eager customers it is also proving to be an excellent social activity for the local community.” 

John Angle,  Chairman - East Woodhay Parish Plan 
"Thanks to the hard work and efforts of Hampshire County Council, as part of its rural development strategy, the parish of Smannell will be getting a faster broadband service.  This pilot project will be used as a basis for considering methods used to upgrade broadband connections to other similar, rural communities in the Hampshire.”

Margaret Henstock, Smannell Broadband Group

"The move towards a much more cross-cutting style of working is making a big difference to our capacity to deliver on key work programmes, such as the rural agenda and the Hampshire Model of Personalisation.  One issue that keeps coming up again and again is the issue of poor access to transport in rural areas, particularly for older people and other vulnerable groups.  We are now working much more effectively in partnership with our colleagues in the Environment Department to look at how to improve transport information and advice and more effective provision."

Richard Ellis, Deputy Director - Adult Services 
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