

                                                                    

    Item 3

AT A MEETING of the CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE SELECT COMMITTEE of the COUNTY COUNCIL held at The Castle, Winchester on Monday, 3 February 2014.

PRESENT

Chairman:

p Councillor Ray Bolton

	
	Councillors:


	
	

	p
	John Bennison
	p
	Warwick Lovegrove

	p
	Ann Briggs
	p
	Martin Lyon

	p
	Rita Burgess
	p
	Andy Moore

	a
	Christopher Carter
	p
	Jackie Porter

	p
	Roz Chadd
	p
	Patricia Stallard

	p
	Criss Connor
	a
	Bruce Tennent

	a
	Marge Harvey
	p
	Malcolm Wade

	p
	Roger Huxstep
	p
	Patricia West

	a
	Jonathan Glen
	p
	Christopher Wood

	
	Substitute Members:

Councillor Keith Evans (substitute member for Councillor Glen)



	
	Co-opted Members:
	
	

	
	

	p
	Rosemary Olivier: Roman Catholic Schools Representative 

	p
	Claire Dodd: Primary School Parent Governor Representative

	p
	Andrew March: Secondary School Parent Governor Representative

	p
	Louise Vardy: Special School Parent Governor Representative

	
	Note: Richard Wharton: Church of England Schools Representative also present



	
	At the invitation of the Chairman:



	a
	Councillor Peter Edgar – Executive Member for Education

	p
	Councillor Keith Mans – Executive Lead Member for Children’s Services


	31. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillors Chris Carter, Marge Harvey, Jonathan Glen, Bruce Tennent and the Executive Member for Education, Peter Edgar. 
32. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Members were mindful that where they believed they had a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in any matter considered at the meeting they must declare that interest at the time of the relevant debate and, having regard to the circumstances described in Part 3 Paragraph 1.5 of the County Council's Members' Code of Conduct, leave the meeting while the matter was discussed, save for exercising any right to speak in accordance with Paragraph 1.6 of the Code.  Furthermore Members were mindful that where they believed they had a Non-Pecuniary interest in a matter being considered at the meeting they considered whether such interest should be declared, and having regard to Part 5, Paragraph 2 of the Code, considered whether it was appropriate to leave the meeting whilst the matter was discussed, save for exercising any right to speak in accordance with the Code. 
In respect of the Educational Attainment report (Item 5 below), Councillor Porter declared a non-pecuniary interest as a trustee of a pre-school.  Councillor Porter spoke and voted thereon.

In respect of the Children’s Centres presentation, Councillor Wade declared a non-pecuniary interest as Chair of the Handy Trust.  Councillor Wade spoke and voted thereon.

Regarding the same item, Councillor Stallard declared a non-pecuniary interest as a board member of one of the Children’s Centres.  Councillor Stallard spoke and voted thereon. 

33. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman announced that this was the last meeting attended by the Democratic Group Manager, Colin Veal, who had been seconded to Hampshire County Council from Winchester City Council.  The Chairman passed on the Committee’s thanks to Colin.
34. DEPUTATIONS
No deputations were received.

35. EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT IN HAMPSHIRE 2013: RESULTS AND PRIORITIES
The Committee received a report (Item 5 in the Minute Book) and presentation from the Director of Children’s Services, which outlined Educational Attainment in Hampshire, 2013.
Due to a lack of time at the previous meeting (held 22 January 2014) the item had been deferred to this meeting.

In summary, the presentation outlined Hampshire’s strengths regarding the educational attainment of children from birth to age 11.  This included Hampshire’s better attainment than the national average for children on free school meals, children for whom English was an additional language, and a continuing improvement in the attainment of children in care.

The presentation also highlighted that, regarding 11-19 year olds, the attainment of 16 year olds had returned to the national average and that there had been an improvement in the results of 16 year olds from both Black or Minority Ethnic (BME) backgrounds and those in care.  In addition, Hampshire had a good success rate for apprentices and was seven points above the national average.
However, in terms of weaknesses, it was noted that:

· Whilst results at Key Stage 1 were very good, further progress between the ages of 7 and 11 was only at the national average.

· That, from a total of 319, 14 primary or junior schools were “below the floor standard”.  

· That the gap between children who received Free School Meals and those who did not was wider than the national average by the age of 11 and unacceptably wide by the age of 16.
· Too few (only 9.7%) of 16 year olds in care achieved 5 A*-C GCSES.

· That there was scope to improve GCSE results and the Department was currently working with all types of schools to improve performance.  In general, the performance of secondary schools lagged behind that of primary schools.  Within these figures, the Director explained that there were significant differences between individual schools.  In terms of promoting that improvement, the County Council was engaged with schools and attempted to persuade them using the evidence of best practice from other schools in the UK and abroad.
· The Director explained that poor performing schools could not be typified by their size, although most were located in areas of relative deprivation.  

· The Committee also noted the Director’s comments that more could be done to improve the attainment of children from poorer backgrounds in predominately middle-class schools. 
In response to questions, Members noted:

· That the report had not included the performance of children with Special Education Needs, and the Director agreed that this would be included in an updated version of the report to be considered by Cabinet on 24 February 2014.

· A Member suggested that this Committee had a role in scrutinising and challenging the work of sponsoring trusts and academies, and the Chairman agreed to consider this as a possible subject for the Committee’s future work programme.  It was noted that whilst the Education Advisory Panel worked with individual schools (including academies) on performance issues, the Department had pursued issues regarding some sponsoring trusts at a national level.

· Members discussed whether the relative problems of secondary schools could be related to the high percentage of head teachers that were nearing retirement age.  However, it was noted that OFSTED inspections were designed to identify any problems within schools at an early stage and that the school’s own management team had a responsibility to maintain and improve standards, regardless of the teachers’ age.

The Director also underlined the importance of ensuring high attendance rates and agreed to forward to the Committee details of the range of penalties and fines that could be applied if pupils were taken out of school during term time.  
During discussion, a Member stated the importance of parents as the primary educators of their children and the need to better engage parents (and particularly fathers) in the formal education process.

At the invitation of the Chairman, Councillor Mans spoke in support of creating better links between employers and schools and the possible role of the Local Enterprise Partnerships.

RESOLVED:

1. That the Committee notes the assessment, test and examination results for 2013 and the requirement to include information relating to children with Special Educational Needs.
2. That the Committee endorses the priorities for improving the educational outcomes for all children and closing the gap for the most vulnerable as listed in paragraph 12.1 of the report.

3. That the Committee supports the distribution of this paper to schools, colleges and settings in Hampshire in order to alert them to the summary outcomes from 2013 test and examinations and the future priorities which arise from them.

36. THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN WHO RECEIVE FREE SCHOOL MEALS 
The Committee received a presentation from the Director of Children’s Services which provided an overview of the education of children who received free school meals (FSM).
In summary, the presentation explained that:
· Some children in receipt of FSM achieved very good GCSE results.
· The profile of students on FSM was now very high.
· That the understanding of how to identify and meet needs had to be improved.

· That good quality teaching was often not the norm in lower attaining sets.
· Schools needed to sharpen their strategies for evaluating their impact on the progress of students with FSMs.

· The expected impact of interventions for students on FSMs was not usually ambitious enough.

· Students will not do well unless they want to and believe that they can.

· The attendance of students on FSMs in secondary schools was four times worse than children who did not receive FSMs.

· The role of parents.
· That schools were increasingly matching curriculum to individual students, including making the FSM pupils that needed it, “secondary ready.”
· That expectations of students on FSMs were, generally, not high enough.

However, the presentation also set out the grounds for optimism, including OFSTED’s increased focus on FSMs and additional funding. 

In response to a Member’s question regarding pupil premium, it was explained that schools were required to complete a needs analysis to highlight those pupils that required additional help, regardless of whether the student was in receipt of FSMs.

The Committee also noted that:

· That there was no evidence that school uniform had any effect on attainment.

· That officers were working on improving the transition between primary and secondary schools and the new Westgate School in Winchester was cited as an example.

RESOLVED:

     That the report be noted.
37. CHILDREN’S CENTRES
The Committee received a presentation from the Director of Children’s Services which provided an outline of the current performance of Hampshire’s Children’s Centres, how the quality improvement framework was implemented and the next steps for service development.

A Member raised a concern that the offer of Children’s Centres was being made to every child that needed it.  In response, the Director explained that officers had confidence in the referral system for the Centres from partner organisations.
Another Member commented on the importance of Parent Partnership Boards and the need for Children’s Centres to maximise its contact with vulnerable families, including offering contraceptive advice, and ensuring continuing support to these families once their children entered primary schools.
The Director commented that the Centres were continuing to work closely with health visitors and mid-wives.  This had led to the identification of shared priorities and a transfer of some health based services to the Children’s Centres. 

RESOLVED:

That the presentation be noted.

38. WORK PROGRAMME
The Committee received a report from the Director of Corporate Services on its future work programme.
In discussing the Short Breaks Task and Finish Group the Committee had established at the previous meeting, it was noted that Councillor Briggs should be added to its membership.

The Chairman also agreed to discuss with the Chairman of Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee (Councillor Pat West), Councillor Porter and Louise Vardy how best to scrutinise the health care in schools of children with special educational needs.

Furthermore, the Committee were informed of work ongoing by the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee to consider Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS). It was agreed at their 28 January meeting to wait until a national review had been completed before determining whether to take this to review, but should this be the course of action, a Joint Task and Finish Group between the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the Children and Young People Select Committee may be a method of carrying this out.
From the above discussion on Educational Attainment, the Chairman agreed to consider scrutinising and challenging the work of some sponsoring trusts and academies.

RESOLVED:

That, subject to the above, the report be noted.

	Items to be actioned on the Committee’s work programme:

Officers to forward



                                                                     ________________________






  Chairman, 20 March 2014
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