
AT A MEETING of the EDUCATION ADVISORY PANEL held at The Castle, Winchester on 5 OCTOBER 2016

PRESENT:
Chairman: 
p Councillor Peter Edgar

Vice-Chairman:

p Councillor Rita Burgess

p Zilliah Brooks
p Philip Fawkes

p Roz Chadd
p Warwick Lovegrove

p Charles Choudhary
p Jackie Porter

p Jacqui England


Co-opted Members: 

p Carolyn Clarke
p Liz Muir
p Georgina Mulhall

139. BROADCASTING ANNOUNCEMENT

The Chairman announced that the press and members of the public were permitted to film and broadcast the meeting. Those remaining at the meeting were consenting to being filmed and recorded and to the possible use of those images and recording for broadcasting purposes. This did not apply to the confidential part of the meeting.
140. APOLOGIES

No apologies were received for this meeting.
141. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were mindful that where they believed they had a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in any matter considered at the meeting they must declare that interest at the time of the relevant debate and, having regard to the circumstances described in Part 3, Paragraph 1.5 of the County Council's Members' Code of Conduct, leave the meeting while the matter was discussed, save for exercising any right to speak in accordance with Paragraph 1.6 of the Code. Furthermore Members were mindful that where they believed they had a Non-Pecuniary interest in a matter being considered at the meeting they considered whether such interest should be declared, and having regard to Part 5, Paragraph 2 of the Code, considered whether it was appropriate to leave the meeting whilst the matter was discussed, save for exercising any right to speak in accordance with the Code.
Cllr Edgar declared an interest as a Life Member of the National Association of Headteachers.
Liz Muir declared an interest as an employee of The Cove School.

Georgina Mulhall declared an interest as Headteacher of Gomer Junior School which was investigating becoming part of a Multi Academy Trust which could involve Brune Park School.
142. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 8 June 2016 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

143. CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS
The Chairman updated the Panel on the consultation for the Connaught School which had recently come to an end and reminded the Panel that it is the Authorities preference to create an ‘all through’ school. The Chairman added that he was due to open Brockhurst Primary School which had recently made the change from an Infant/Junior School following closure.

The Chairman also shared his experience at a recent visit to the Bridge Education Centre, where he was impressed by the staff and their motivation and the positive effect of the off site visits undertaken. Every child had a personal learning plan and the Centre embodied the ‘Every Young Person Matters’ approach of Hampshire County Council.

144. DEPUTATIONS

No deputations were received at this meeting.
145. NEW PERFORMANCE MEASURES
The Panel received a presentation from the Director of Children’s Services, on the new performance measures for schools (Item 6 in the Minute Book).

The Panel heard that the reform of the National Curriculum was based around the concept of ‘Mastery’ of subjects and there are three new standards to measure this for Reading, Writing and Mathematics at KS1. These are ‘working towards the expected standard’, ‘working at the expected standard’ and ‘working at a greater depth within the expected standard’. At KS2 the same definitions are used in writing whilst for Reading and Mathematics there is only the ‘working at expected standard’ measure. Teachers will need to have evidence that a pupil demonstrates attainment of all statements within that standard and the proceeding standard.

The new performance measures places Hampshire Schools above the national measures by a greater margin than the previous system, although it is still of concern that so many are not reaching the expected standard.

The new KS2 summative progress measure compares children to an average of their own cohort to give them a comparative score. The school’s progress score is an aggregation of their pupil’s progress scores and compares with the national progress score that will be close to zero.

The Panel also heard that the new Floor Standards would have a finer trigger with only one subject needed to be below the floor progress measure to drop beneath. The floor progress measures will be well below zero. However it would only be able to be calculated following the validation of all school’s attainment results. There will also be a new, additional Coasting measure which is above the Floor Standard but yet to be defined

In response to questions members heard that:

· Hampshire Schools have employed the new standards rigorously and many schools embedded the principles early. It is unclear if this happened across the country and this would have an effect on the performance figures.

· The new statutory tests cover the new curriculum in its entirety and some children have not had enough time, particularly in key stage 2, to cover all of this leading to an effect on results.

· There were a number of significant challenges linked to this policy change and it is acknowledged that direct comparisons with previous years’ results are not like for like.

· In Key Stage 4, new Progress 8 and Attainment 8 are made up of a double weighted English and Maths element, three GCSEs in EBacc subjects & three further GCSEs or qualifications on the approved list of high value vocational qualifications.

146. GREEN PAPER – SCHOOLS THAT WORK FOR EVERYBODY
The Panel received a presentation from the Director of Children’s Services, on the recent Government Green Paper, Schools That Work For Everybody (Item 7 in the Minute Book).

The Panel heard that the Green Paper contained four proposals; a greater role in statutory education for Universities, an increased role for Independent Schools, incentives for the creation of more Faith Schools and the removal of legislation that prohibits the opening of selective schools.

In response to questions members heard that:

· That Hampshire County Council would be working on a response to the Green Paper which would be submitted before the December deadline.

· That the incentive for Universities to sponsor Schools or set up free Schools would be the ability to charge higher fees to students.

· That currently, Faith schools can prioritise admissions based on Faith for up to 50% of its pupils and the proposal is to remove this cap.

· That although the proposals will allow existing Schools to reorganise as selective, they will need to take a proportion of students from lower income families. 
147. PROGRESS OF SCHOOLS IN HAMPSHIRE CAUSING CONCERN

The Panel received and noted a report of the Director of Children’s Services (Item 8 in the Minute Book) identifying the schools in Hampshire that are currently judged inadequate by Ofsted or below Government floor standards.

148. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED: 

That in relation to the following items, the press and public be excluded from the meeting as it is likely, in view of the nature of the business to be transacted or the nature of proceedings, that if members of the public were present during those items, there would be disclosure to them of exempt information within Paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, and further that, in all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information for the reasons set out in the exempt minutes and appendix.


149. EXEMPT MINUTES
The exempt minutes of the meeting held on 8 June 2016 (Item 10 in the Minute Book) were confirmed as a correct record. On this basis, the Exempt Minutes were signed by the Chairman.
150. PROGRESS OF SCHOOLS IN HAMPSHIRE CAUSING CONCERN (EXEMPT APPENDIX)

The Panel considered a verbal update to Item 8 on the Agenda from the Director of Children’s Services (Item 11 in the Minute Book) on schools in Hampshire that are currently judged inadequate by Ofsted or below Government’s floor standards.  

Members of the Panel discussed in detail issues relating to those schools shown in this report.



[SUMMARY OF AN EXEMPT MINUTE]
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