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Services for you

* Learning and courses
* Mobile Libraries

¢ Children and families
» Home Library Service

* Reading Groups
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The kindly breeze revived as he spoke, sweeping aside the low-
lying swathes of gun-smoke, revealing the entire force, now
increased by two brigs and a schooner from Lisbon, and wafting
the Ringle down at a fine pace towards her rendezvous.

Reade hurried below to release the Doctor. ‘It was more like a
real battle, a fleet engagement, than anything I have ever heard,’
he said. ‘If you take my glass you will see that they have been
firing both sides, at different sets of targets towed down the line.
Both sides! Have you ever known such a thing, sir?’

‘Never,” replied Stephen, with the utmost truth. His action-
station was in the cockpit or its equivalent: and although on
certain clearly defined occasions when the drum had not beat to
quarters he had been allowed to watch the officers, midshipmen
and hands going through the great-gun exercises, he had never
seen them going through the motions of fighting both sides of the
ship at once. It rarely happened even in battle except when the
engagement turned into a general mélée, as it did at Trafalgar,
and virtually never in practice, one of the reasons being the cost
of powder. Government allowed a certain meagre ration, enough
for only a trifling amount of practice with the guns actually
firing: anything beyond this had to be paid for by the captain, and
few captains were both thoroughly persuaded of the importance
of gunnery and rich enough to buy the amount of powder needed
to make a ship’s company so expert that they could fire three
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SNP’s education record was yes-
1y condemned as a “disgrace” after
lal figures showed declining nu-
cy standards in primary schools
six out of 10 secondary children
srachieving at mathematics.

1@ Scottish Survey of Literacy and
eracy (SSLN) found the propor-
of primary four youngsters meet-
nost of the expected standards in
iematics fell by 10 percentage
ts between 2011 and 2015.

nong primary seven pupils, in the
vear of primary school, the decline
six points and for children in the
nd year of secondary school the
was two points. Although the lat-
all is not statistically significant,

40 per cent of S2 children now
t the benchmark

an extraordinary indictment of
scottish education system, 36 per
of S2 children were found to be
ting none of the standards set un-
he Curriculum for Excellence.
eanwhile, the gap in performance
reen children from the wealthiest

a4 1Jun 2016 RO

wppalling’ fall in
chool standards

10,500 pupils in 2,200 schools. Unlike
in previous years, it was not published
in March or April, and so not made
public before May’s Holyrood election.

The survey found a marked decline
in performance between the final year
of primary and the second year of sec-
ondary school for children of both gen-
ders. Just over half of P4 youngsters (55
per cent) in the most deprived commu-
nities performed well at maths, com-
pared to 66 per cent of the “middle”
group and 76 per cent of children from
the wealthiest areas.

By P7, the attainment gap had grown
to 22 points, with 55 per cent of the
poorest youngsters doing well, 64 per
cent of the middle group and 77 per
cent of the wealthiest children.

The figures across all three wealth
groups slumped in S2 and the gap be-
tween top and bottom grew. Only 23
per cent of the poorest children per-
formed well, compared with 53 per
cent of youngsters from wealthy areas

Iain Gray, Scottish Labour’s educa-
tion spokesman, said: “These figures
are a disgrace, and show what happens
when a gov 3 uts education
budgets N
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A SUCCESS STORY

It’s Free

e Over 670,000
downloads of eBooks
and eAudio since we
started in June 2009

* Average of over 500
downloads per day

e 22,944 customers have
used Overdrive
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No fines
Easy to use
No need to travel

2 week loan for eBooks
and Audiobooks

Keep digital newspapers
and magazines for as
long as you like




GETTING BETTER ALL THE TIME

The last week in May: Shakespeare Week in March:
e 2 759 eBooks loans e 3,845 eBooks loans
e 960 eAudio loans * 12% more thanin 2015

1,016 eMagazines checked-
out

e 5% more thanin 2015

e 688 reservations
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