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1. Summary

1.1 This report provides an update to the committee report prepared for the Extension of existing 3 form entry to 4 form entry consisting of 3 classrooms, additional w.c’s, group/interview room and staff preparation room for the Tweseldown Infant School Nepal Gardens Church Crookham Fleet Hampshire GU52 8LL. The update relates to the following issues:

· the potential for School Crossing patrol; 
· use of local centre car park and its access;
· staff car parking provision; 
· percentage of children walking to school; and
· amendments to section 2 (the site) of the report.


2. School Crossing Patrol

2.1   The following text to be added after paragraph 2.3 of the report: The Road Safety Team has carried out a site assessment on Nepal Gardens to see if a School Crossing Patrol (SCP) site would be justified. It has been concluded that it is and will add the site to the waiting list to be progressed once there is availability in the SCP allocation of sites.

3. Use of the Local Centre Car Park and its Access.

3.1 The following additional information should be read alongside paragraphs 7.4-7.8 of the report:

3.2 The land is privately owned and any proposals such as this, if supported by the Highway Authority, would need the full support of the owners. It is understood that Taylor Wimpey has transferred the site to a management company. It is usual in new residential developments (in this case including a school) that a local centre is provided in close proximity which can be used by any member of the public. There is also a general understanding that the local centre can be used for parent parking as is the case of East Anton and other development areas in the County. Whilst this has been identified within the School Travel Plan as a suitable site for parent parking Hampshire County Council has not found it necessary to date to have a formal agreement with the landowner as it is an arrangement implicit with the development. It is an arrangement that has benefits for both parents for parking and retailers as it attracts greater custom. It is recognised that if this is abused by parents the facility can be withdrawn at any time. It is also not the responsibility to provide parent car parking as part of a school development, only staff car parking. However, HCC is currently seeking a written agreement with the landowner to endorse this use in response to local concerns.

3.3 Users of the local centre arriving by car can do so by entering via two access points, from the roundabout or Nepal Gardens but generally do so from the roundabout. It has been suggested that access to the Local Centre (Sainsbury’s) car park should be approached by a one way system to avoid traffic congestion at pick up and drop off times, However the problem is enforcement. Driving the wrong way is a moving traffic violation and can only be enforced by the police, not the County Council as Highway Authority.

4. Staff Car Parking Provision

4.1 The following additional information should be read alongside paragraphs 7.4-7.8 of the report:

4.2 It has been calculated that if Tweseldown Infants were a brand new school site being built today, with a staff of 46 (the proposed number when expanded made up of 17 teaching staff and 29 support staff), a staff car park with 37 spaces of which 2 would need to be accessible for disabled persons would need to be provided. However the school will actually have 26 spaces, 2 of which are accessible. The original planning application for Tweseldown Infants was approved prior to the change in the car parking standards. At the time it was being built the standard was for 1.5 spaces per classroom so it was entitled to 14 spaces but it was actually built with 18 spaces plus 2 accessible spaces.

5. Percentage of Children Walking to School

5.1	School Census data (2015) indicates that walking as a mode of transport at the time the temporary modular classrooms were being installed was 79.2%. This has since increased to 83.4%with data obtained from the School Census (2016).This is above the County average of 52.2% and National average of 42%. The same surveys indicate that the use of the car during the same period has reduced from 20.7% to 16.5%. 

6.  The site

6.1   The following paragraph to be added to paragraph 3.1 of the report: The existing school has a capacity of 270 pupils however there are currently 317 pupils enrolled at the school following the provision of a temporary double classroom. This proposal would permanently increase the school’s capacity to 360 pupils (thus increasing the number of pupils by 43 above current numbers). 
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