
 Appendix 1 
 

Evaluation of Historical Documents 
 
 
Tithe maps and awards 
The Tithe Commutation Act 1836 completed a process that had been going 
on piecemeal for some years, and required the payment of tithe (i.e. local 
taxes payable (usually) to the church or its representative) to be converted 
from a percentage of the produce of land, to a money payment. In order to 
calculate and record the titheable value of land detailed maps were drawn up 
for each parish. These are valuable pictures of land use and ownership at the 
relevant time (usually between 1838 – 1845). The way in which roads and 
tracks are recorded on the map and in the award can be helpful in 
determining their status (public roads, were often untitheable, because they 
did not have a value for agriculture and might be recorded in the ‘Public 
Roads and Waste’ section of the award). These maps have a high evidential 
value, because they were part of a statutory process which was open to public 
scrutiny. However, they were not prepared with a view to recording the 
existence or status of public highways and, in the past, their significance for 
rights of way has been overstated. It is impossible to apply a general set of 
interpretative rules for all tithe maps: different maps treat public highways in 
different ways and each must be studied and evaluated individually if any 
reliable conclusion is to be drawn from them.  
  
Ordnance Survey Maps and records 
The first maps of Hampshire produced by the Ordnance Survey and 
commercially available date from the early C19th and were a great 
improvement on contemporary maps of a similar genre. The most valuable 
series of maps are the 1:2,500 County Series maps, produced at intervals 
between the late 1860s and the 1940s. These maps provide an accurate 
picture of the landscape at the date of survey, and carry strong evidential 
weight, but it should always be borne in mind that the surveyors mapped 
physical features and not legal rights. Rarely can these maps alone be taken 
as evidence of the legal status of the paths and tracks shown on them.  
 
Additional help in determining the status of a path can be found in other 
Ordnance Survey Records: the first edition County Series Map is 
accompanied by a Book of Reference, which identifies ‘Roads’, and 
sometimes ‘Public Roads’ or ‘Occupation Roads’; the object name books 
(some have survived for the third edition, circa 1909) use local knowledge to 
describe a features, including public roads; boundary books can record public 
highways where they also form parish boundaries and levelling records may 
also refer to roads and other features. 
 


