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Appendix 6



Equality Impact Assessment 

Name of the proposal : Review of Hampshire’s Boarding Provision at the Westgate and Kings’ Secondary Schools, Winchester

Department : Children’s Services

Name of lead officer : Martin Shefferd

Publication date: 17/07/2012

Review date: 28/02/2013

Departmental Manager Approval by :  Felicity Roe

Departmental Manager Approval date :  5 July 2012

 

 

Main purpose and aims of the policy, plan or project

The proposal is to close the girls boarding provision at The Westgate Secondary School and the boys boarding provision at Kings’ Secondary School. This is due to concerns about the overall purpose and practical/financial viability of the provision. 

Service family boarders, for whom the provision was originally intended, represent a very low proportion of pupils accessing the boarding provision at the two schools. This, together with concerns regarding the financial viability of the Westgate provision and the requirement for significant capital investment to improve its physical condition has led to a formal consultation on the future of the boarding provision in Winchester.

Final proposals are for the Westgate School to close its boarding provision (Rotherly House) in August 2013; and for Kings School to stop taking Year 7 boarders from September 2013, with its boarding provision closing following the 2016/17 academic year.

The right of all boarders to complete their education at their respective school is a given. Therefore, alternative provision would need to be identified to enable the female boarders at Rotherly House to complete their education at the Westgate School. In this case, individual assessments of pupils needs and requirements will be undertaken with pupils, parents and school staff to identify appropriate alternative provision. 

It is intended that mixed gender boarding will be provided at Kings following some temporary internal reconfiguration of the house.

There is no intention to close Rotherly Nursery, an early years setting which is predominantly housed in the same building as the Westgate boarding provision, although it is intended it be moved into new premises.

Main elements of the policy, plan or project

Initial consideration of the equality impacts and issues took place prior to seeking approval from the Executive Lead Member to consult on proposals (report ref: 3675).

Consultation on the proposal took place between 28 March 2012 and 15 June 2012. A full list of consultees, together with a schedule of meetings and drop-in sessions which have taken place regarding the consultation on the proposal to close the boarding provision in Winchester are attached to the Executive Lead Member report as appendices 1 and 2 respectively.

Any impacts and issues identified through this full equality impact assessment will be addressed as established in the section on actions; and monitored by the School Organisation Team.

Detailed Assessment

	Age: 
	Impact : Low

	Any specific issues identified: 
	 

	What action will be taken to address any identified issues: 
	 

	Disability: 
	Impact : Low

	Any specific issues identified: 
	 

	What action will be taken to address any identified issues: 
	  

	Faith:
	Impact : Low

	Any specific issues identified: 
	  

	What action will be taken to address any identified issues: 
	  

	Gender:
	Impact : Medium

	Any specific issues identified: 
	Where would the female boarders be accommodated if Rotherly House were to close? 

	What action will be taken to address any identified issues: 
	Complete individual assessments of pupils needs and requirements, working with pupils, parents and school staff to identify appropriate alternative provision. 

	Transgender:
	Impact : Low

	Any specific issues identified: 
	  

	What action will be taken to address any identified issues: 
	  

	Race:
	Impact : Medium

	Any specific issues identified: 
	How will overseas boarders complete their education at The Westgate and Kings' Secondary School? 

	What action will be taken to address any identified issues: 
	Complete individual assessments of pupils needs and requirements, working with pupils, parents and school staff to identify appropriate alternative provision. 

	Sexual Orientation:
	Impact : Low

	Any specific issues identified: 
	  

	What action will be taken to address any identified issues: 
	  

	Marriage / civil partnership: 
	Impact : No Impact

	Any specific issues identified: 
	  

	What action will be taken to address any identified issues: 
	  

	Pregnancy & maternity: 
	Impact : Low

	Any specific issues identified: 
	  

	What action will be taken to address any identified issues: 
	  

	Other factors:
	Impact : Medium

	Any specific issues identified: 
	How will the children of service personnel access boarding places for the future? 

	What action will be taken to address any identified issues: 
	Complete individual assessments of pupils needs and requirements, working with pupils, parents and school staff to identify appropriate alternative provision. 


Details of why some groups are low and/or no impact

The pupils accessing the boarding provision are those of secondary age. Should the provision close those pupils currently boarding may have to move to an alternative boarding provision to complete their secondary age education. For the future pupils wishing to board will be able to access other state boarding schools elsewhere in the country, including The Wellington Academy at Tidworth which has a significant number of unfilled boarding places.

There are a number of foreign pupils accessing the boarding houses but, in the future, they will be able to continue accessing boarding provision elsewhere in the country where state boarding is offered. Not all local authorities offer state boarding so to not have boarding is not unusual.

Conclusion

The impact of this proposal will be low for the majority of protected characteristics (as defined by the Equality Act 2010).

A medium level impact has been identified for pupils on the basis of race, gender and those belonging to service families. This impact is not unlawful and will be negated by completing individual assessments of pupils needs and requirements, working with pupils, parents and school staff to identify appropriate alternative provision.

All existing pupils have the right to remain in their current school to complete their education. For female boarders, this would likely necessitate a move to adapted mixed boarding at Kings. Again, any issues identified for pupils and their families will be explored and resolved on an individual basis.

For families who wish to find boarding provision for their children in the area in the future, there are sufficient places available at an alternative facility within an hours travelling distance of The Westgate and Kings' schools.

 

For more information please visit the Hampshire County Council Equality & Diversity web page.
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