Hampshire Countryside Access Forum – Potential new Members information pack

The Hampshire Countryside Access Forum (HCAF) is the statutory joint Local Access Forum which is managed under an agreement between:
· Hampshire County Council
· Southampton City Council
· Portsmouth City Council
As Hampshire benefits from having two National Parks, each of these National Parks also have a Local Access Forum.

Local Access Forum’s advise Access Authorities and others on how best to manage access to the countryside. It is an independent statutory body with members who represent the views of recreational users, land managers and others with an interest in countryside access. The main function of this group is to look at how the public rights of way network and access land is managed and improved, forum members will also be asked to comment on broader access, transport and countryside subjects, where there is an impact to the countryside, and access to it. It is a legal requirement for every county council, unitary council and national park authority to establish and support a Local Access Forum.

The role of the Forum
HCAF advises the County Council and other organisations on improving opportunities to enjoy Hampshire’s countryside and coast. The Forum encourages and assists access provision and gives strategic advice on issues of particular local relevance (e.g. policies for the management and maintenance of rights of way; development and delivery of the Countryside Access Plan).
The Forum is independent of any council or interest group – it comprises local members of the public with a wealth of experience in aspects of countryside recreation and rights of way. Members are volunteers, appointed to represent an interest rather than a specific organisation. They are balanced between those who use paths (walkers, horse-riders, carriage drivers, cyclists, disabled users and vehicle users), those who provide access (farmers, land managers etc) and other interests (e.g. conservation, education). It is this wide range of interests which enables the Forum to provide balanced advice.

Membership
Members are jointly appointed by Hampshire County Council (HCC), Southampton City Council and Portsmouth City Council. Its members are people from a cross-section of interests, from landowners, farmers, councillors and rural business owners to walkers, horse riders, cyclists and motor vehicle users. This ensures that the needs of all groups are taken into account when the Forum provides advice on access to the countryside. Forum members are volunteers but can claim back travel and other related expenses. A Forum Officer provides administrative support for two of the Forum’s meetings each year. In addition, the Forum holds two further meetings annually that are organised independently without administrative support.

New Members needed
The Hampshire Countryside Access Forum (HCAF) needs an engaging and dynamic member to represent the interests of the farming/land management community, to advise organisations including Hampshire County Council and Portsmouth and Southampton City Councils.
To apply for Forum membership, please download an application pack

Meetings
Most meetings are held at the Hampshire County Council offices in Winchester.
The agenda for each meeting and any supporting documents will be available approximately one week before the meeting. Meetings are open to the public. Questions can be submitted or representations made at meetings, provided notice of at least two weeks is given to the Forum Officer. 
