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OTHER ROUTES FOR PUBLIC ACCESS (ORPAs)

In an attempt to identify public access to the countryside, the walking and cycling members of the Hampshire Countryside Access Forum (HCAF) commenced a project in 2018 to identify ORPAs that should be on the OS map for Hampshire.  The majority of the work was undertaken by Alan Marlow (walking representative) who reviewed the whole county comparing the Definitive Map and the OS map with Hampshire’s Highways List of Streets and was supported by Sue Coles (cycling representative).

The definition of an ORPA in Hampshire can be either a metalled or unmetalled route classed as ‘U’ and ‘T’ roads and are listed on HCC’s List of Streets maintained at public expense.  They can be accessed by both non-motorised and motorised users.  They are identified on the OS map as a white road with green dots.  HCC’s online map reflects changes made on the OS map from which it takes its data (https://maps.hants.gov.uk/rightsofwaydefinitivemap/).

Alan divided the map of Hampshire into a grid and then painstakingly examined each section. Using the various overlay options available on the county’s online mapping for Highways and the Definitive Map it was possible to look at every white road and check for its inclusion on either (or both) of the above maps. (NB White roads in urban areas were excluded, the emphasis was on looking for useful rural and semi-rural links, not housing estates).

This exercise identified approximately 125 white roads on the OS map which were missing any indication of public rights.  Many of these provide strategic connections between communities and other PROW.  The task then was to engage HCC Highways to assist in putting these routes on the OS map.  Due to COVID and other pressures, the process of engagement took place over a long period of time, but this was resolved in 2024. As a result of this engagement, 32 of these routes, mainly unmetalled, were recently included on the OS map.

HCAF undertook a further review of the remaining routes.  Some of these were discarded as they lead to dead ends which the OS said they would not accept.  However, this left 65 routes unresolved, mainly metalled ‘U’ roads.   Highways, at a meeting on the 13th November 2024, agreed to review these routes and to submit them to the OS for inclusion.  HCAF requested, and agreed by Highways, that a timescale be identified.  This work was completed by April 2025.

Highways had already stated that these routes would not be lost on a legal basis. Approximately 3-4 years previously, following a legal issue regarding an ORPA, HCC confirmed that it would, in the future, inform HCAF of any routes where a landowner had applied to change the status of the route in addition to its statutory requirements to advertise.

HCAF, however, expressed at the November 2024 meeting its concern that having identified these additional public rights of way they could be lost through lack of maintenance.  Highways confirmed that maintenance would not be carried out on unmetalled tracks (‘T’ roads) unless there was a major issue, but would carry out maintenance on metalled tracks (‘U’ roads).  It was confirmed that Highways would have no objection to insured volunteer groups clearing unmetalled tracks of vegetation, but they could not do so on metalled routes.

HCAF understands that no other county in England and Wales has requested the OS to identify ORPAs.
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