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Foreword
The Socio-economic profile of rural Hampshire 2016 is the third edition of the profile.
It is aimed at a professional audience, providing an up-to-date evidence base to help
guide Hampshire County Council’s rural delivery as well as the work of its partners,
including the newly re-established Hampshire Rural Forum.
It is important for Hampshire County Council to support its rural communities, which
make up 22% of Hampshire’s population living in over 85% of its geographic area.
Rural areas are facing local challenges such as a lack of affordable housing, an
ageing population, rural isolation, reducing access to services, fewer employment
opportunities and poor accessibility.
The rural profile allows us to consider some of the key issues facing communities
and businesses in rural Hampshire. It will assist with rural proofing and help inform
where investment and collective action can be targeted to ensure that rural
Hampshire continues to thrive economically, socially and environmentally.
Councillor Edward Heron
Hampshire County Council - Lead Member for Rural Affairs
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Introduction

1.

The rural profile brings together a variety of socio-economic data relating to
rural Hampshire, and with the aim of providing a wide ranging evidence base
for Hampshire County Council and partners to inform future rural
programmes, assist in the targeting of investment and to undertake effective
action.

2.

The profile comprises 11 themed reports covering diverse areas of
importance to the future well-being and prosperity of rural Hampshire. The 11
reports cover: Demography and area; Business growth and development;
Land-based sector; Labour market; Education and skills; Local housing need;
Access and transport; Digital communications; Health and well-being; Fuel
poverty; and Crime and community safety.

3.

The Office for National Statistics Rural Urban Classification (RUC 2011) is
linked to the data to achieve a cogent definition describing the rural-urban
landscape. The RUC 2011 provides a consistent hierarchical spatial
framework based on the make-up of rural-urban populations. Where possible,
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the smallest geography (output area) is used and aggregated upwards to
create a spatial definition that is more precise and, by association, more
robust. This approach does however mean that there is no one catch-all ruralurban definition to describe rural Hampshire. See the Appendix for a graphic
representation and the Supplementary Report for a fuller description.

Defining rural Hampshire and matching the spatial geography to the available data
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Demography and area

5.

Hampshire has a large rural population with current estimates suggesting
close to 300,000 people categorised as living in Hampshire’s rural areas
(equating to 21.8% of Hampshire County’s total population).There are rural
communities throughout Hampshire County Council District Areas of varying
sizes, with largest numbers residing in Winchester, Test Valley, New Forest,
Basingstoke and Deane and East Hampshire.

6.

There is forecast to be proportionately more growth amongst Hampshire’s
rural populations than its urban population between 2016 and 2022, with an
increase of over 9% (or 27,700 people). However, numerically more people
will be added to the urban population over the period.

7.

Hampshire has an ageing population. The proportion aged 65 and older
across the county is greater than that seen nationally (17.4% vs 16.0% as at
2011). Hampshire’s rural communities have a higher proportion of older
people. So for example, in 2016 those aged 65 and older made up 23.9% of
Hampshire’s rural population versus 20.5% across Hampshire County Council
urban population, and 18.6% of the urban population of Hampshire Economic
Area (HEA).

8.

In contrast, rural populations have much smaller proportions of their
populations in the young adult age groups compared to the urban population.

9.

Hampshire’s rural population is set to age more than its urban counterparts,
with significantly more growth amongst the very old (namely those aged 85
and over) in rural areas compared to Hampshire’s urban centres.

10.

Dependency ratios provide further measures of the different age structures
between urban and the three rural population groups across Hampshire. Rural
populations have significantly higher total dependency ratios compared to
urban centres, with the difference attributable to a significantly greater
proportion of older people.

11.

The ageing index which look at the split between older people and children
shows across all areas there are at least as many older people as children,
with rural communities suggesting on average 134 older people per 100
children in 2016. By 2022, with the exception of rural hamlets and isolated
dwellings where the ageing index is due to fall slightly as a result of the
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growth in the child population, all areas are set to see an increase in the
number of older people per 100 children than seen in 2016.
12.

Hampshire is a largely White British county, but does have pockets of ethnic
diversity and the cities of Portsmouth and Southampton provide a much
greater diversity for the HEA area. Indeed, Hampshire’s rural communities are
significantly less diverse than their urban counterparts, with its ethnic diversity
more likely to be made up of those from ‘White other’ backgrounds compared
to the urban centres where Asian ethnicities are as prominent.

13.

The ‘Output Area Classification’ reinforces the lack of rural diversity
underpinned by generally older and wealthier groups, but does suggest there
are pockets of lower income groups more vulnerable to deprivation.

Business growth and development

14.

The economy in rural Hampshire is worth an estimated £7.5 billion, or 16% of
overall local economic output (£46 billion). Central Hampshire accounts for
65% of the economy in rural areas, while the figures for North Hampshire are
29% and South Hampshire 6%.

15.

The economy in rural Hampshire grew at a faster pace between 2010 and
2015 than the economy in urban areas, although GVA in urban areas is still
the largest contributor to Hampshire’s overall economic output.

16.

There are 17,930 businesses in rural areas, representing one in five
businesses in the Hampshire Economic Area, or one in four in the Hampshire
County Council area. Winchester has the most businesses in rural areas.

17.

Businesses in rural areas tend to be much smaller than their urban
counterparts, particularly micro-businesses employing nine or fewer workers.
Micro-businesses make up 87% of businesses in rural Hampshire compared
to 82% of businesses in urban Hampshire.

18.

The structure of businesses by broad sector in rural areas is similar to that of
urban areas. There is however a strong rural presence in high tech and
construction alongside the more traditional agricultural sector.

19.

Although not conclusive, the broad trend for urban areas is to experience
proportionately more start-ups (births), but is offset by more closures (deaths).
Rural areas are generally steadier with fewer start-ups, but equally fewer
closures.
6|P a ge

Socio-economic profile of rural Hampshire 2016

Executive summary

20.

There are close to 120,000 employees who work in Hampshire, with
approximately 56,000 of those based in rural village and dispersed areas.
One in four of all employees in rural areas are based in Winchester district.

21.

The employee distribution highlights the importance of services to the
economy in rural areas such as hospitality, health, education and business,
and also in high-tech employment. Construction and manufacturing sectors
are also important to the productive economy in rural areas.

22.

A mix of cyclical (recession) and structural changes to commercial office and
industrial supply has seen an historic contraction in the amount of completion
floorspace over the past five years.

23.

Completions in rural areas accounted for 23,900m² of floorspace in 2014/15,
compared to 98,540m² for completions in urban areas, with both well below
pre-recession levels.

24.

The future supply of floorspace (1.97 million m²) is located mostly in urban
areas (85%), while the rural share is 15% (0.35 million m²).

25.

As at 1 April 2016 there are 316 available sites in Hampshire, of which 214
are urban city and town, and 102 are sited in rural areas.

Land-based sector

26.

The land-based sector in Hampshire could be worth as much as £500 million
to the local economy, about 1.1% of Hampshire’s overall output.

27.

While there are well paid professional occupations in machinery and
veterinarian type activities, there are jobs in agriculture, horticulture and
veterinary nursing that are below the all industry average.

28.

Working an average 43 hour week workers in the agricultural sector have
among the longest working weeks compared to the all industry average of 32
hours.

29.

Hampshire is home to over 3,000 land-based industries located across both
rural and urban Hampshire. Central Hampshire comprising East Hampshire,
the New Forest, Test Valley and Winchester are home to the majority of rural
based businesses.
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30.

Businesses in agriculture and animal production make up the largest share of
business units with 1,820 local units. This is followed by landscape service
activities with 475 local units. Micro-businesses (0-9 employees) make up
90% of Hampshire’s land-based employers compared to 84% for all
Hampshire micro-businesses. The number of land based businesses
increased by 310 local units between 2010 and 2014. This represents a
percentage change of 10.6% and outpaced UK growth of 7.0%.

31.

There are estimated to be 16,600 employees who potentially work in the landbased sector, of which 11,000 employees are based in rural Hampshire.
Adding the self-employed, which is higher here than most sectors, could
potentially add a further 5,800 workers, bringing the total to about 22,500.

32.

Employee numbers (excluding farm workers) is up by 800 on 2010 levels,
although this is down to the employment boost between 2013 and 2014. This
contrasts with DEFRA numbers that were down by 500. Overall, there
appears to be little net employment growth.

33.

National research suggests the land-based sector is facing an aging
workforce, with many approaching retirement age. When combined with
difficulties in attracting new entrants this could lead to a skills shortage in the
sector. The sector also faces economic, political and environmental
challenges as the industry adapts to climate change, technology, and global
shocks.

34.

Crime, such as theft of farm machinery and livestock cost rural Hampshire
£1.7 million in 2014.

Labour market

35.

Employment trends in Hampshire is more north-south than rural-urban,
although it is harder to discern rural trends at district level. However, there is a
suggestion that self-employment and part-time work was higher and more
pronounced in rural Hampshire, which may be a reflection of microbusinesses being more common in rural areas.

36.

Unemployment is concentrated in urban areas, with both levels and rates
higher than in rural locations. Youth unemployment in Hampshire in relative
terms has been over twice as high as working age unemployment, but again
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this is concentrated in urban areas, and in neighbourhoods closely associated
with systemic and long term socio-economic conditions.

Education and skills

37.

Rural areas have a higher proportion of highly educated residents and fewer
residents with no qualifications. In contrast, urban areas are more likely to see
neighbourhood clusters where residents have no qualifications.

38.

Hampshire as a whole has seen the number of residents with no qualifications
fall while also experiencing growth in degree educated residents, although
growth rates have generally lagged behind the national average.

39.

Skills for Life data suggest lower literacy and numeracy levels in urban areas,
although the differences with rural areas are not large. English for speakers of
other languages (ESOL) was more prevalent in the urban areas, and to be
expected given the wider ethnic diversity found in the cities and major towns.

40.

The number for those Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET) is far
higher in urban areas and conversely fewer in the more rural areas, although
the rates were less conclusive due to small rural numbers skewing the data.

Local housing needs

41.

Government forecasts, which do not take into account local developments or
planning policy, suggest an additional 159,000 households by 2037 in the
Hampshire Economic Area and 119,000 in the Hampshire County Council
area.

42.

The rate of household change in the Hampshire Economic Area and the
Hampshire County Council area between 2012 and 2037 is 22%, which is
marginally lower than the England average (24%), but will be much higher in
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Basingstoke and Deane (30%). Household population sizes are in effect
shrinking.
43.

Hampshire County Council dwelling forecasts that account for developments,
estimate around 125,700 rural dwellings. This is forecast to reach 140,000 by
2022. Urban dwellings make up most of the current and future stock across
Hampshire with the exception of Winchester, which has more rural than urban
dwellings and is forecast to see 33,000 more dwellings in rural areas by 2022.
Growth in rural dwellings will mostly take place in Basingstoke and Deane,
Hart and Winchester.

44.

Using Hampshire County Council Land Supply data there were 23,000 net
housing completions between 2010 and 2015, or 17,500 net completions
excluding the two cities. There were over 3,300 net housing completions in
rural areas, with 46% in rural hamlets or rural villages.

45.

From the same source, there are nearly 42,000 outstanding permissions as at
1 April 2016, or over 34,000 when excluding the two cities. Of these, over
9,000 are in rural areas. The only point of significance is the outstanding
permissions for Winchester district, where only around 20% of the dwellings
with planning permission are within the urban area. Much of the rural
permissions will be the 2,000 homes expected at Barton Farm, and the
significant development of similar size as part of the Grainger site west of
Waterlooville.

46.

House prices have rocketed in Hampshire since 1995. The gap in the lowest
and highest median house prices was £37,000 in 1995, but has since
widened to £171,000 by 2014. That is the equivalent of a current median
priced property in Southampton (£170,000). Based on the median price there
are no property types in Hampshire available below £100K, while house
prices have risen over the period by at least 200% across all areas, and for all
types of property.

47.

Rural village house prices are higher than either the rural town and fringe and
urban city and town categories. In absolute price changes, rural villages have
seen the largest hike in prices since 1995. However in relative terms, rural
town and fringe and urban areas saw the highest percentage change.

48.

The gap in lower quartile house prices to lower quartile earnings has widened
significantly since 1997. In effect, to keep pace and to purchase the same
property a low income worker in 2013 would need to earn twice as much as a
low income worker from 1997.

49.

Using small area median house prices to median household income data it is
evident that as rurality increases affordability diminishes. On average house
prices are ten times household income in rural villages compared to seven
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times in urban areas. The New Forest (Milford-on-Sea to Barton,
Brockenhurst and Ashurst) and a large swathe of central Test Valley are
among the least affordable areas in Hampshire.

Access and transport

50.

Just over half (57%) of rural residents live within a 20 minute walk to their
nearest post office. In contrast, over 70% of urban residents are within 20
minutes of a post office.

51.

There are 135 GP surgeries in the Hampshire County Council area, of which
27 are within rural areas and 108 are in urban areas. The population that has
up to 20 minute walk time to a GP surgery is much lower in rural areas.

52.

Car ownership is higher in the more affluent and rural districts of Hampshire.
Only one resident in twenty does not own a car in Hart compared one in five
Gosport residents. Nonetheless, there are still reasonable proportions of
residents living in rural areas who do not own a car. Research suggests these
are more likely to be vulnerable groups such as the elderly, the disabled and
the unemployed.

53.

Hampshire County Council plays a key role in supporting and developing
public transport services in the County, with 168 community transport options
currently listed by Hampshire County Council. The County Council has been
awarded £444,000 for a project called ‘Connecting Hampshire to Grow Rural
Prosperity’. The funding will go towards connecting different ways of making
journeys throughout Hampshire.

54.

The bus network in Hampshire has approximately 240 bus services, of which
138 are paid for by Hampshire County Council at an annual cost of £6.7
million. There are 38 bus operators that between them run around 700 buses.
Each year they collectively cover 34 million kilometres and undertake 27
million passenger journeys.

55.

Traveline Data shows extensive bus coverage across Hampshire, with bus
routes serving both rural and urban areas. In the sparser areas there may
only be irregular services or services on certain days only, which is partially
offset by community led services such as the Cango Bus Service, Call and Go
services and Carshare/Taxishare and village link.
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56.

To assist disabled and elderly people access bus services there is the
concessionary travel scheme, which cost Hampshire County Council £13.5
million. This includes enhancements to the national scheme for older
residents worth £300,000.

Digital communications

57.

A strong digital infrastructure is a key factor in promoting business growth
regardless of location, although rural areas are at a disadvantage because of
investment costs.

58.

The combination of commercial roll-out and the Hampshire Superfast
Broadband Programme will cover 96% of Hampshire by 2018 and over half a
million premises.

59.

The final 4% are in rural areas where prohibitive costs present challenges for
investment. Nonetheless, Hampshire County Council is committed to offering
up solutions that facilitate superfast connections in rural areas, such as by
satellite links.

Health and well-being

60.

Hampshire as a whole has a healthier lifestyle than nationally, with lower
levels of obesity, binge drinking and a higher proportion of healthy eaters.
However, figures vary across the Hampshire Economic Area. Rural areas
appear to have the best lifestyles with, on average, the lowest obesity levels,
the lowest binge drinking levels and the highest levels of healthy eaters.
However, this is more a reflection of affluence and lower levels of deprivation
in rural areas, rather than rurality necessarily being a determinant of
increased obesity or binge drinking.

61.

Poor housing conditions have established links to poorer health and wellbeing outcomes. One element of sub-standard housing is the lack of any
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form of central heating within a home. Using data collected from the 2011
census suggests some element of association with the rural classification
where by higher levels of homes without central heating are found within the
most rural communities. However, levels do vary across districts as well.
62.

Overcrowded households are also linked to poor health outcomes. When
analysing this by the rural and urban classification across Hampshire it is very
much an urban issue with close to 8% of urban households living in
overcrowded accommodation, compared to fewer than 3% of those in the
most rural communities.

63.

Hampshire has an ageing population and as such a significant number of lone
older person households (some 90,600 across the Hampshire Economic
Area). Living alone is linked to loneliness which in turn is linked to poor health
outcomes but the association is complex. Levels of elderly lone living do vary
by urban rural classification but the relationship is muddled, with highest
levels found in rural town and fringe communities.

64.

Wholly older person households however, do have a very strong urban rural
relationship with the greatest level of such households being present in rural
hamlets and isolated dwellings (13.4% of all households).

65.

Factors such as age and isolation are key drivers for demand and use of
health and care services. Whilst Hampshire’s rural population is older than its
urban population, isolation and loneliness tend to be found in higher
concentrations in more urban centres. However, given the forecast growth
expected in the oldest age groups in the coming years is to be more focussed
in rural communities the situation might change. It is also important to note
that factors such as accessing and providing care in more isolated rural
communities comes at a higher cost.

66.

Hampshire has some pockets of deprivation, notably around young people
and housing stock and access to central heating. Furthermore, using a
smaller area classification it is possible to locate lower socio-economic
neighbourhoods in less deprived rural areas that are potentially vulnerable to
deprivation.
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Fuel poverty

67.

The proportion of people living in fuel poverty across Hampshire is
significantly lower than the national average. However, levels do vary and with
the exception of the unitary authority of Portsmouth; and to a lesser extent
Southampton; levels appear highest for those living in the most rural
communities. Forecasts suggest a rising elderly population, those aged 85
and over, particularly in rural areas that coupled with probable increases in
fuel prices might give rise to greater disparities in the coming years.

68.

Households not connected to the gas network are much greater across
Hampshire’s rural communities, with more than 50% of all households living in
the most rural communities across Basingstoke and Deane, the New Forest
and Test Valley not on the gas network. Such households are more likely to
be using more expensive fuels to heat their homes, including electricity and
oil. However, only a very small proportion of households across Hampshire do
not have some level of central heating.

Crime and community safety

69.

The estimated rural cost of crime in Hampshire for 2014 was £1.7 million.
Tools, ATV/Quad bikes, oil/diesel and machinery are the top four items most
likely to be taken in rural areas.

70.

In purely number terms, urban areas account for most offences, but
proportionately crimes in more rural districts are relatively higher in all other
thefts, non-domestic burglaries and drug offences. Crimes in more urban
districts are relatively higher in bicycle thefts, shoplifting and violence with
injury.

71.

Overall, there appears to have been a decrease in crimes since 2010
involving property or possessions such as, thefts, burglaries and criminal
damage, but an increase in those against the person such as violence (with or
without injury) and public order offences.
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72.

In contrast to national trends in 2014-2015, fly-tipping incidents appear to
have been on the decline in Hampshire. In line with national trends, the
highway is the most common location for fly-tipping in Hampshire, while
council land is ranked second.

73.

Household waste is the largest type of waste accounting for just under half
(49%) of incidents in the Hampshire Economic Area. The figure for the
Hampshire County Council area is higher at 59%, but both are lower than the
national average of 66%.

74.

The clearance costs were £661,000 in the Hampshire Economic Area and
£443,000 in the Hampshire County Council area. Costs are down in line with
a decrease in incidents.

75.

Fly-tipping more often involves a single item-black bag or a smaller car boot
sized load, and although the proportion of larger loads is relatively small they
are more likely to take place in the more rural districts.
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Appendix – Rural Urban Classifications (2011)
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Research & Intelligence Group
Hampshire County Council
For further information contact
Gareth Henry
Senior Research Officer (Economy)
gareth.henry@hants.gov.uk
01962 846791
www.hants.gov.uk/factsandfigures/figures-economics
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