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Introduction and key findings

1.

The rural profile brings together a variety of socio-economic data relating to
rural Hampshire, and with the aim of providing a wide ranging evidence base
for Hampshire County Council and partners to inform future rural
programmes, assist in the targeting of investment and undertake effective
action.

2.

The profile comprises a number of themed reports covering diverse areas of
importance to the future well-being and prosperity of rural Hampshire. The
Office for National Statistics Rural Urban Classification (RUC 2011) is linked
to the data to achieve a cogent definition describing the rural-urban
landscape. The RUC 2011 provides a consistent hierarchical spatial
framework based on the make-up of rural-urban populations. Where possible,
the smallest geography (output area) is used and aggregated upwards to
create a spatial definition that is more precise and, by association, more
robust. This approach does however mean that there is no one catch-all ruralurban definition to describe rural Hampshire. See the Appendix for a graphic
representation and the Supplementary Report for a fuller description.

3.

This report summarises the demographic make-up of Hampshire’s rural
population, its overall numbers and breakdown by age and ethnicity and how
it is likely to grow over the coming years, as well as an examination of its
settlement structure and Output Area Characteristics (OAC). Additional tables
and charts may be found in the Supplementary Report.

Key Findings



Hampshire has a large rural population with current estimates suggesting
close to 300,000 people categorised as living in Hampshire’s rural areas
(equating to 21.8% of Hampshire County’s total population).



There are rural communities throughout Hampshire County Council District
Areas of varying sizes, with largest numbers residing in Winchester, Test
Valley, New Forest, Basingstoke and Deane and East Hampshire.



There is forecast to be proportionately more growth amongst Hampshire’s
rural populations than its urban population between 2016 and 2022, with an
increase of over 9% (or 27,700 people). However, numerically more
people will be added to the urban population over the period.
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Hampshire has an ageing population. The proportion aged 65 and older
across the county is greater than that seen nationally (17.4% vs 16.0% as
at 2011). Hampshire’s rural communities have a higher proportion of older
people. So for example, in 2016 those aged 65 and older made up 23.9%
of Hampshire’s rural population versus 20.5% across Hampshire County
Council urban population, and 18.6% of the urban population of Hampshire
Economic Area (HEA).



In contrast, rural populations have much smaller proportions of their
populations in the young adult age groups compared to the urban
population.



Hampshire’s rural population is set to age more than its urban
counterparts, with significantly more growth amongst the very old (namely
those aged 85 and over) in rural areas compared to Hampshire’s urban
centres.



Dependency ratios provide further measures of the different age structures
between urban and the three rural population groups across Hampshire.
Rural populations have significantly higher total dependency ratios
compared to urban centres, with the difference attributable to a significantly
greater proportion of older people.



The ageing index which look at the split between older people and children
shows across all areas there are at least as many older people as children,
with rural communities suggesting on average 134 older people per 100
children in 2016. By 2022, with the exception of rural hamlets and isolated
dwellings where the ageing index is due to fall slightly as a result of the
growth in the child population, all areas are set to see an increase in the
number of older people per 100 children than seen in 2016.



Hampshire is a largely White British county, but does have pockets of
ethnic diversity and the cities of Portsmouth and Southampton provide a
much greater diversity for the HEA area. Indeed Hampshire’s rural
communities are significantly less diverse than their urban counterparts,
with its ethnic diversity more likely to be made up of those from ‘White
Other’ backgrounds compared to the urban centres where Asian ethnicities
are as prominent.



The Output Area Classification reinforces the lack of rural diversity
underpinned by generally older and wealthier groups, but does suggest
there are pockets of lower income groups more vulnerable to deprivation.
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Overall population
4.

The overall population across the Hampshire County Council area in 2016 is
estimated to be 1.35 million people (2015 based Small Area Population
Forecasts (SAPF). Almost 296,000 of those (or 21.8%) live in rural parts of the
county. Indeed, there are rural communities across all parts of Hampshire
County, ranging in size from just 230 people living in areas classified as rural
in Gosport to 69,350 people living in rural areas within Winchester. Table 1
below breaks this down further into the three rural categories, as well as
highlighting the corresponding figures for the Hampshire Economic Area
(HEA), its two Unitary Authorities and Hampshire’s 11 Districts.

Table 1: Total population by its Urban / Rural Classification for Hampshire and its
Districts, 2016
Rural hamlets
and isolated
dwellings
Number
%

Rural village
Number
%

Rural town and
fringe
Number
%

Rural Total
Number
%

Basingstoke & Deane

10,390

6.0

12,430

7.2

22,000

12.8

44,820

26.1

East Hampshire

Urban city and town
Number
%
126,960

73.9

10,530

8.8

14,170

11.9

17,940

15.0

42,640

35.7

76,730

64.3

Eastleigh

600

0.5

250

0.2

11,170

8.7

12,020

9.3

116,710

90.7

Fareham

640

0.6

0

0.0

0

0.0

640

0.6

113,440

99.4

Gosport
Hart
Havant
New Forest
Rushmoor

0

0.0

0

0.0

230

0.3

230

0.3

83,430

99.7

4,150

4.4

8,700

9.2

16,770

17.7

29,620

31.2

65,390

68.8

180

0.1

1,690

1.4

0

0.0

1,870

1.5

121,970

98.5

13,300

7.5

9,100

5.1

27,290

15.3

49,690

27.9

128,130

72.1

0

0.0

0

0.0

1,410

1.5

1,410

1.5

94,590

98.5

Test Valley

11,540

9.4

21,510

17.4

10,300

8.3

43,350

35.1

80,050

64.9

Winchester

13,350

11.1

17,490

14.5

38,510

31.9

69,350

57.5

51,250

42.5

HCC

64,670

4.8

85,340

6.3

145,620

10.8

295,630

21.8

1,058,650

78.2

0

0.0

0

0.0

0

0.0

0

0.0

210,370

100.0

0

0.0

0

0.0

0

0.0

0

0.0

247,570

100.0

64,670

3.6

85,340

4.7

145,620

8.0

295,630

16.3

1,516,590

83.7

Portsmouth
Southampton
HEA

Source: HCC 2014 based SAPF, using the OA 2011 RUC

5.

Almost half (49.3%) of all rural residents across Hampshire County Council
live in areas categorised as ‘Rural Town and fringe’, with just over a fifth
(21.9%) living in ‘Rural Hamlets and isolated dwellings’.

6.

Most of Hampshire’s rural community lives in Winchester, with a total of
69,400 people living in rural areas, and accounting for 57.5% of Winchester’s
total population. Basingstoke and Deane, East Hampshire, New Forest and
Test Valley also have large numbers living in rural areas. Interestingly,
Rushmoor, Fareham, Gosport and Havant often thought of as wholly urban
areas also have pockets of rural dwellers, as classified by the ONS RUC2011
OA level rural classification.
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Future overall population
7.

By 2022 the forecast number of people living in areas currently classified as
rural rises to 323,300, and accounts for 22.5% of Hampshire’s total population
(Table 2).

Table 2: Total population by its Urban / Rural Classification for Hampshire and its
Districts, 2022
Rural hamlets
and isolated
dwellings
Number
%

Rural village
Number
%

Rural town and
fringe
Number
%

Rural Total
Number
%

Basingstoke & Deane

12,940

7.0

16,020

8.6

24,530

13.2

53,490

28.8

East Hampshire

Urban city and town
Number
%
132,220

71.2

10,710

8.3

14,640

11.3

20,400

15.8

45,750

35.4

83,380

64.6

Eastleigh

1,450

1.0

250

0.2

11,650

8.3

13,360

9.5

127,010

90.5

Fareham

640

0.5

0

0.0

0

0.0

640

0.5

118,790

99.5

0

0.0

0

0.0

450

0.5

450

0.5

85,430

99.5

4,420

4.4

8,790

8.7

20,500

20.2

33,710

33.2

67,770

66.8

190

0.1

1,660

1.3

0

0.0

1,850

1.4

127,160

98.6

13,430

7.5

8,960

5.0

27,820

15.5

50,220

28.0

129,410

72.0

Gosport
Hart
Havant
New Forest
Rushmoor

0

0.0

0

0.0

1,430

1.4

1,430

1.4

100,630

98.6

Test Valley

11,620

8.7

21,520

16.1

11,070

8.3

44,210

33.0

89,570

67.0

Winchester

18,480

13.9

20,650

15.6

39,090

29.5

78,220

59.0

54,280

41.0

HCC

73,890

5.1

92,480

6.4

156,950

10.9

323,330

22.5

1,115,650

77.5

0

0.0

0

0.0

0

0.0

0

0.0

216,880

100.0

0

0.0

0

0.0

0

0.0

0

0.0

259,620

100.0

73,890

3.9

92,480

4.8

156,950

8.2

323,330

16.9

1,592,150

83.1

Portsmouth
Southampton
HEA

Source: HCC 2014 based SAPF, using the OA 2011 RUC

Population change

8.

Over the course of the forecast period the rural population of Hampshire is set
to increase by 27,700 people, an increase of 9.4%. Close to 10,000 of whom
will come from an increase in those living in rural hamlets and isolated
dwellings as Table 3 shows. This equates to an increase of 14.3% over the
period. Whilst urban areas are set to increase the most numerically (57,000
across the Hampshire County Council (HCC) area and 75,600 across the
Hampshire Economic Area (HEA)), its proportionate increase will be the least
at around 5% over the period (5.4% (HCC), and 5.0% (HEA)).

9.

For a full district level breakdown refer to Table 1 in the Supplementary
Report.
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Table 3: Change in population by its Urban / Rural Classification between 2016
and 2022
2016

2022

Growth
(number)

Growth (%)

Rural hamlets and isolated dwellings

HCC

64,670

73,890

9,220

14.3

Rural village

HCC

85,340

92,480

7,140

8.4

Rural town and fringe

HCC

145,620

156,950

11,330

7.8

Rural Total

HCC

295,630

323,320

27,690

9.4

Urban city and town

HCC

1,058,650

1,115,650

57,000

5.4

HEA

1,516,590

1,592,150

75,550

5.0

HCC

1,649,910

1,762,290

112,380

6.8

HEA

1,812,220

1,915,470

103,250

5.7

Total

Source: HCC 2014 based SAPF, using the OA 2011 RUC

Age Structure
10.

Hampshire’s rural population accounts for a significant proportion of
Hampshire’s overall population and is set to increase markedly over the
forecast period. This next section looks at the age structure of the rural
population. Figures 1a-1e each show the age structure of Hampshire’s
population by the rural-urban categories through the use of population
pyramids.

11.

Hampshire as a whole is often categorised as having an older population –
indeed the proportion of the population aged 65 and over is significantly
higher across Hampshire County Council than is seen nationally (17.1% vs
16.0%, 2011 Census). But as the pyramids overleaf show, this ageing varies
markedly according to the rural nature of the area involved. Indeed the
pyramids clearly show how the rural population across Hampshire is much
older than the urban population as shown by the larger bars amongst the
older age groupings on all the rural population pyramids, compared to the
urban pyramid. The population aged 65 and over accounts for a significantly
higher proportion of rural populations than urban ones (23.9% vs. 20.5% for
urban HCC and 18.6% for urban HEA). The 65 and over population is also
greatest in the rural hamlets and isolated dwellings communities at just over a
quarter of the total population of such areas (25.3%).

12.

The rural population also has a much smaller young adult population (namely
those aged roughly 20-39 years) compared to the urban population, and this
is also more evident in rural hamlet and isolated dwellings. This is perhaps not
surprising as young people tend to move to urban centres for university and
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then on to work, but the extent of the difference between urban and rural
populations is quite stark.
13.

The pyramids also show large child and youth populations (5-19 year olds)
amongst rural communities, though comparatively smaller young child
populations (those aged 0-4 years). This suggests those with school aged
children perhaps return or move into rural areas to raise their families.

14.

It is also worth noting however, that it is this young child population that is set
to increase significantly by 2022 in the rural hamlet and isolated dwelling
areas (as indicated by the bars and black lines at the bottom of the pyramids).

15.

In addition, the older populations are set to make up larger shares of all
populations by 2022 as indicated by the longer black outline bars amongst the
older age groups seen in all pyramids.

16.

Breaking the population of Hampshire down into key age groups can be used
to further analyse the urban and rural populations across Hampshire. Figure
2a and 2b show the population across Hampshire broken down by their rural
classification into key age groups.
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Figure 2a: Population by age by Rural/Urban Classification, 2016

Source: HCC’s 2015 based SAPF, using OA RUC2011 rural classification

Figure 2b: Population by age by Rural/Urban Classification, 2022

Source: HCC’s 2015 based SAPF, using OA RUC2011 rural classification
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17.

Figure 2a shows the ‘sliding’ scale of ageing across the more rural parts of the
county. Fewer than 50% of the rural hamlets and isolated dwellings
communities are aged 50 or over, compared to less than 40% of those living
in areas categorised as urban city and town. By 2022 this difference has
reduced slightly, largely as a result of the increased proportion of older people
in the urban cities and towns.

18.

By 2022, both the child (0-15 years old) and older population groups (65 years
and over) will occupy larger proportions of the population of all parts of
Hampshire, with those age 16-24 and 35-49 conversely reducing slightly.

19.

In terms of the older population, when looking at those aged 65-84 years,
growth between 2016 and 2022 is forecast to be quite similar across rural and
urban areas at about 11%, with the exception of rural hamlets and isolated
dwellings when growth will be significantly greater (14.1% increase between
2016 and 2022). Growth by age is set to be greatest amongst the population
aged 85 and over (proportionately) for all areas, with those living in rural areas
and in particular those living in either rural villages (29.5%) or rural hamlets
and isolated dwellings (31.3%) set to experience a much greater rise,
compared to urban centres across HEA (21.0%) or HCC (23.7%).

20.

For a full district level breakdown of the patterns by age refer to Tables 2a-d in
the Supplementary Report.

Dependency ratios and ageing index
21.

A further method of investigation into the differences and similarities within the
age structures across the populations of Hampshire is to look at dependency
ratios. Dependency or support ratios can be used to investigate the balance of
a population between those of working age compared to children and older
people1. It should be noted that the measures are used here as an indicator of
the changing age structure of the population and is not meant to imply that all
those aged 65 and over, or 15 or under are dependent or in need of support
and neither that all those aged 16-64 are working or provide support.
However, a comparatively high dependency ratio can highlight where issues
may be more focused if a large proportion of an area’s population is either old
or young, with a comparatively small working aged population.

1

The Total Dependency Ratio is the ratio of children (aged 0-15 years) and older people (those aged 65 and over) to the
‘working age’ population (defined as 16-64 years).
The Child Dependency/Support Ratio is the ratio of the population aged 0-15 years to the working age population.
The Old Age Dependency/Support Ratio is the population aged 65 and over against the working age population.
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22.

Figures 3a and 3b show the dependency and support ratios by each of the
rural and urban categories.
Figure 3a: Dependency and support ratios by Rural Classification, 2016

Source: HCC’s 2015 based SAPF, using OA RUC2011 rural classification

23.

Figure 3a shows a clear distinction between the rural areas and urban centres
in terms of both their overall dependency ratio and more specifically the old
age support ratio. Total or overall dependency (the ratio between the sum of
those aged 65 and older and children aged 15 and under, against those of
working age) indicate that for every 100 people of working age, rural
communities generally have just over 71 dependent aged people, compared
to between 60 and 65 such people amongst those living in urban centres.
The old age and child support ratios are the sub categories of this overall
dependency ratio. From this it is clear that it is the old age support ratio which
is responsible for these differences, with old age support ratios ranging from
40-43.5 older people per 100 people of working age in rural areas to 30-34
such people per 100 people of working age in urban centres.

24.

By 2022 all areas show an increase in the total dependency ratio, indicating
proportionately smaller working age populations across all areas (see Figure
3b overleaf). Most of the increase seen can be attributed to growth in the older
populations, with the exception of the rural hamlets and isolated dwelling
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areas in which most of its increase in its total dependency ratio is attributable
to growth in the child population.

Figure 3b: Dependency and support ratios by Rural Classification, 2022

Source: HCC’s 2015 based SAPF, using OA RUC2011 rural classification

25.

2

The differences with regards to ageing can also be examined using the ageing
index2, which is the number of older people (aged 65 and over) per 100
children (aged 16 years of age and under). A figure of 100 equates to an
equal number of children and older people, a figure higher than 100 indicates
that there are more older people than children and figures less than 100
indicate more children than older people within an area. Examining this can
help show where the most need for services might lie; namely those for
elderly or those for children. Figure 4 shows the ageing index across the rural
classifications of Hampshire as estimated for 2016 and that forecast for 2022.

The Ageing Index is the ratio of the older population (those aged 65 and over) to the child population (those aged 0-15).
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Figure 4: Ageing index by Rural Classification, 2016 and 2022

Source: HCC’s 2015 based SAPF, using OA RUC2011 rural classification

26.

The ageing index is consistently higher amongst the rural communities
compared to the urban centres, both in 2016 and 2022. Indeed rural hamlets
and isolated dwellings have, on average, 154 older people for every 100
children, and across all rural areas in total in 2016 there are estimated to be
134 older people for every 100 children. These compare to urban areas
across the Hampshire Economic Area where there is an equal number of
children and older people.

27.

By 2022 this figure has risen only very slightly across rural areas of
Hampshire, indeed amongst the rural hamlets and isolated dwellings the
figure is forecast to fall (as a result of the increase in the child population).
However, in urban areas of Hampshire the ageing index is set to increase,
these will still be somewhat lower than its rural counterparts.

28.

For a full district level breakdown of both dependency ratio and ageing
indexes refer to Table 4 in the Supplementary Report.
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Ethnicity
29.

Figure 5 shows the ethnic breakdown of the population by each of the three
rural categories as well as an overall rural estimate and the urban populations.
Hampshire is a predominantly White British area, with a much higher
proportion classifying themselves as such compared to the country as a whole
(89.0% HEA, compared to 80.5% across England and Wales). As perhaps
expected the urban areas have higher proportions of their populations
classified as Non-White British ethnic groups compared to rural areas. NonWhite British ethnic groups make up 6.1% of Hampshire’s rural communities,
compared to 12.0% of urban centres across the HEA area.

Figure 5: Ethnic breakdown of the population by Rural Classification, 2011

Source: 2011 Census, using OA RUC2011 rural classification

30.

Breaking the Non-ethnic White British group down further allows for a more
detailed investigation of ethnicity across Hampshire and how it varies by the
types of area people live (Figure 6).
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Figure 6: Breakdown of the Non-White British population by Rural
Classification, 2011

Source: 2011 Census, using OA RUC2011 rural classification

31.

At the aggregate level the most prevalent Non-White British ethnic group
amongst those living in rural areas across Hampshire are those of White
Other ethnicity. Indeed roughly half of the rural Non-White British community
are classified as White Other. This compares to just over a third of those living
in urban centres, with slightly higher numbers in urban centres categorising
themselves as Asian.

32.

For a full district level breakdown refer to Table 5 in the Supplementary
Report.
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Settlement types

Table 4: Settlement types in Hampshire
District

City

Town

Village

Hamlet

Basingstoke and Deane

3

60

65

East Hampshire

4

58

32

Eastleigh

2

11

Fareham

1

10

6

Gosport

1

Hart

3

25

14

Havant

2

4

1

New Forest

5

80

73

Rushmoor

2

Test Valley

2

69

44

Winchester

1

3

66

49

Hampshire (CC area)

1

28

383

284

Source: HCC using Ordnance Survey

33.

City status in the United Kingdom is currently granted by the monarch of the
United Kingdom. It is possible for towns to be larger than officially
designated cities. Definitions of towns and villages can also vary, but broadly
towns are larger in area and population and may hold, or did hold a market.
A village is smaller than a town, and what traditionally distinguishes a village
from a hamlet is the presence of a church. A hamlet usually consists of only
a few houses and will not traditionally have a church.

34.

On this basis, the Hampshire County Council area has the one city
(Winchester), or three including Portsmouth and Southampton as part of the
wider Hampshire Economic Area (Table 4). At 383, the village is the most
common settlement type in Hampshire County Council area. The County has
28 towns and 284 hamlets. The distribution of settlement types can be seen
in Map 4.

35.

By rural and urban classification 83% of localities are in the rural areas and
17% in the urban areas. The split by type of settlement is shown in Table 5.
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There are a number of villages and hamlets that ‘sit’ with urban areas as a
result of the way the ONS classify areas by population thresholds.

Figure 7: Settlement types in Hampshire

Source: HCC

Table 5: Settlement types by Rural and Urban Classification
Type
City
Towns
Villages
Hamlets
All

Rural areas (83% of
localities)
0
5
313
262
580

Urban areas (17% of
localities)
1
23
70
23
117

Source: HCC using Ordnance Survey
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Area profile (Output Area Classification)
36.

The Output Area Classification (OAC) describes the characteristics of local
areas based on similar lifestyle traits and demographic profiles. OAC is a
cluster based model derived from a range of 2011 Census indicators, and
provides three hierarchical classifications:




37.

Supergroups: eight lifestyle groups ideal for broad descriptions, but limited
in scope, especially for rural areas.
Groups: 26 lifestyle groups used for a detailed description, and the level
appropriate for most analysis.
Sub-groups: 76 lifestyle groups for the most detailed descriptions, but less
coherent to analyse and with only subtle differences from the above parent
groups. OAC has an ethnicity bias that make the sub-group very sensitive
to minor changes in ethnic populations.

The OAC group is appropriate for the rural profile and mapped to the OA
Rural definition. OAC is a spatial entity that describes the area by its most
common collective characteristics. It does not describe individuals.
Figure 8: Number of Output Areas by OAC and Rural/Urban split

Rural Tenants
Ageing Urban Living
Suburban Achievers
Semi-Detached Suburbia
Urban Professionals and…
Hard-Pressed Ageing Workers
Ageing Rural Dwellers
Farming Communities
Industrious Communities
Ageing City Dwellers
Challenged Diversity
Migration and Churn
White Communities
Rented Family Living
Challenged Terraced Workers
Students Around Campus
Constrained Flat Dwellers
Comfortable Cosmopolitans
Ethnic Dynamics
Inner-City Students
Asian Traits
Challenged Asian Terraces
Ethnic Family Life
Aspiring and Affluent
Aspirational Techies
Endeavouring Ethnic Mix
0

mixed
rural/urban

urban only

Rural Total
250

500

750

Urban city and town
1,000

1,250

Number of Output Areas

Source: ONS OAC 2011
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35

Although the fit between OAC and the rural-urban definitions will not be
perfect the model generally describes Hampshire’s population. It is clear from
Figures 8 and 9 that increasing rurality leads to less diverse populations, and
as a rule of thumb, are generally older and wealthier. This is not to say other
groups do not live in these rural areas, but that they are not numerous or
concentrated enough to form distinct clusters.
Figure 9: Number of OA by ‘Rural’ OAC groups
Number
of OA

250
200

Rural town and fringe
Rural village
Rural hamlets and isolated dwellings

150
100
edge of town, more diverse

50
0

Source: ONS OAC 2011

36.

Looking at the three rural categories (Figure 8), there is more ‘diversity’ as you
move towards the rural villages and edges of town. There is also a suggestion
of pockets populated by those groups associated with lower incomes and
more vulnerable deprivation. Some of these areas are lost, or smoothed out
by less deprived neighbourhoods when modelled in the Indices of Deprivation
which uses a larger geographic area. This is explored more in the rural profile
under the Health and well-being report.

37.

By local authority district, the rural groups are located mostly within
Basingstoke and Deane, East Hampshire, the New Forest, Test Valley and
Winchester (see Figures 10a-10c). These areas all have similar profiles,
although the New Forest has a much higher proportion of Aging Rural
Dwellers. The diversity of urban areas is clearly shown in Figure 10d. A brief
overview of the main groups found in the rural hamlets and village areas can
be found at the end of this report (pages 22-24). A description of all OAC
groups can found online at: http://www3.hants.gov.uk/factsandfigures/figureseconomics/deprivation_indices.htm#section424065-1
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Figure 10a: Rural Hamlets and Isolated Dwellings by OAC Group

Figure 10b: Rural Village by OAC Group
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Figure 10c: Rural Town and Fringe by OAC Group

Figure 10d: Urban City and Town by OAC Group

Source: ONS OAC 2011
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Rural residents (parent Supergroup)
The population of this supergroup live in rural areas that are far less densely
populated compared with elsewhere in the country. They will tend to live in
large detached properties which they own and work in the agriculture, forestry
and fishing industries. The level of unemployment in these areas is below the
national average. Each household is likely to have multiple motor vehicles,
and these will be the preferred method of transport to their places of work.
The population tends to be older, married and well educated. An above
average proportion of the population in these areas provide unpaid care and
an above average number of people live in communal establishments (most
likely to be retirement homes). There is less ethnic integration in these areas
and households tend to speak English or Welsh as their main language.
Farming communities group
This group has a lower population density than the supergroup, and people
are less likely to live in communal establishments. There are a higher
proportion of households living in detached properties when compared with
the supergroup and much lower proportions living in terraced properties and
flats. Households are less likely to live in social rented accommodation. There
are a higher proportion of people working in the agriculture industry compared
with the supergroup.
Rural tenants group
The age structure is very similar to the supergroup, though people are less
likely to live in communal establishments. Compared with the parent
supergroup, there are a higher proportion of households living in semidetached, terraced properties and flats, with a higher proportion socially
renting. People are less likely to work in the agriculture industry than for the
parent supergroup.
Ageing rural dwellers group
The age structure of this group has a lower proportion of people aged under
65, and higher proportions aged 65 and over, particularly for the 90 and over
age group. People are more likely to live in communal establishments or in
detached properties.
Urbanites (parent Supergroup)
The population of this group are most likely to be located in urban areas in
southern England and in less dense concentrations in large urban areas
elsewhere in the UK. They are more likely to live in either flats or terraces, and
to privately rent their home. The supergroup has an average ethnic mix, with
an above average number of residents from other EU countries. A result of
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this is households are less likely to speak English or Welsh as their main
language. Those in employment are more likely to be working in the
information and communication, financial, public administration and education
related sectors. Compared with the UK, unemployment is lower.
Urban professionals and families group
The population of this group shows a noticeably higher proportion of children
aged 0 to 14 than the parent supergroup and a lower proportion aged 90 and
over. There are also a higher proportion of people with mixed ethnicity.
Households in this group are more likely to live in terraced properties and to
live in privately rented accommodation. Unemployment is slightly higher than
for the parent supergroup.
Ageing urban living group
The population of this group shows a higher proportion of people aged 65 and
over than the parent supergroup. Residents are more likely to live in
communal establishments, detached properties and flats than the supergroup,
with a higher proportion of households living in socially rented
accommodation.
Suburbanites (parent Supergroup)
The population of this supergroup is most likely to be located on the outskirts of
urban areas. They are more likely to own their own home and to live in semidetached or detached properties. The population tends to be a mixture of those
above retirement age and middle-aged parents with school age children. The
number of residents who are married or in civil-partnerships is above the
national average. Individuals are likely to have higher-level qualifications than
the national average, with the levels of unemployment in these areas being
below the national average. All non-White ethnic groups have a lower
representation when compared with the UK and the proportion of people born
in the UK or Ireland is slightly higher. People are more likely to work in the
information and communication, financial, public administration, and education
sectors, and use private transport to get to work.
Suburban achievers group
When compared with the parent supergroup a higher proportion of households
live in detached properties and flats, and are less likely to rent their
accommodation or live in overcrowded conditions. People of Indian ethnicity
are over-represented when compared with the supergroup. Higher proportions
of people have higher qualifications, and are more likely to work in the
information and communication, and financial related industries.
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Semi-detached suburbia group
People in this group are slightly more likely to be divorced or separated than
those in the supergroup. Households are more likely to live in semi-detached
and terraced properties, with a higher proportion of households renting their
accommodation.
Hard-pressed living (parent Supergroup)
The population of this group is most likely to be found in urban surroundings.
There is less non-White ethnic group representation than elsewhere in the UK,
and a higher than average proportion of residents born in the UK and Ireland.
Rates of divorce and separation are above the national average. Households
are more likely to have non-dependent children and are more likely to live in
semi-detached or terraced properties, and to socially rent. There are a smaller
proportion of people with higher level qualifications, with rates of unemployment
above the national average. Those in employment are more likely to be
employed in the mining, manufacturing, energy, wholesale and retail, and
transport related industries.
Hard pressed ageing workers group
Residents who live in this group have a broadly similar age structure to the
supergroup, though a smaller proportion of young people and higher proportion
of older people. There is less non-While ethnic group representation than with
the parent supergroup. Employment characteristics for this group closely reflect
those for the supergroup.
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Conclusion
38.

Close to 300,000, predominantly ‘White British’ people, currently live in rural
parts of Hampshire. That equates to over one fifth of Hampshire County
Council’s total population. Whilst most will live in the main rural hubs, such as
East Hampshire, the New Forest, Test Valley and Winchester, there are
pockets of rural dwellings across the county. It is rural areas that are set to
see the most growth between now and 2022, with an increase of close to 10%
forecast, compared to just 5% amongst urban centres.

39.

The rural dwellers are older than the urban population and it is the elderly
aged 85 and over, in particular, who are set of increase at a greater rate
across rural parts of the county over the forecast period.

40.

The Output Area Classification reinforces the lack of diversity in rural areas
and a skew towards older and wealthier areas. However, OAC also picks up
small clusters of groups associated more with lower incomes and prone to
deprivation that is otherwise lost in the Indices of Deprivation.
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Appendix – Rural Urban Classifications (2011)
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