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Dear Provider,


VARIATION OF CONTRACT – EARLY YEARS EDUCATION FUNDING PAYMENT TERMS AND CONDITIONS
[bookmark: _Ref_a613579]We refer to the agreement between you and us for the delivery of the Early Years Education Free Entitlements (‘Agreement’).
[bookmark: _Ref_a802849]The Department for Education has updated its guidance relating to the provision of early years education on 9 February 2026. As a result, the parties wish to amend the Agreement as set out in this amendment letter with effect from 1 April 2026 (‘Variation Date’).
[bookmark: _Ref_a614630]Expressions defined in the Agreement and used in this amendment letter have the meaning set out in the Agreement unless otherwise defined.
[bookmark: _Ref181285382]With effect from the Variation Date, the parties agree the following amendments to the Agreement:
	a)
	"Early Learning for 2-year-olds"
	References to “disadvantaged 2-year-old funding” shall be read and construed as meaning “Early Learning for 2-year-olds" as the term used to describe the targeted funded childcare entitlement for eligible 2-year-olds

	b)
	Definition for “Improvement Support Programme”
	The entire text of the definition is deleted and replaced with: “means the Council’s published development and learning support offer for Providers whose inspection outcomes fall below required quality standards, including ratings such as ‘requires improvement,’ ‘inadequate,’ less than ‘good’, ‘needs attention,’ ‘urgent improvement,’ or safeguarding being ‘not met,’ (or such other outcome or grades as may be applicable from time to time) as determined by the relevant inspection framework, provider type, and inspection date.”

	c)
	Clause 11.1(h) amended:
	The text of clause 11.1(h) shall be replaced with:
“the Provider has, over a period of time, received inspection ratings below the required quality standard — including ‘requires improvement’, ‘inadequate’, less than ‘good’, ‘needs attention’, ‘urgent improvement’, or safeguarding being ‘not met’ (or such other grades or outcomes as may be applicable from time to time) with thresholds determined by the relevant inspection framework, provider type, and inspection date, as detailed in Schedule 9 and in the Funder’s reasonable opinion does not make satisfactory progress during that period;”

	d)
	Clause 11.1(i) amended:
	The text of clause 11.1(i) shall be deleted and replaced with “not used”.

	e)
	Clause 12.1(g) amended: 
	The text of clause 12.1(g) shall be replaced with:
“where Ofsted rates the provision below the required quality standard — including ‘requires improvement’, ‘inadequate’, less than ‘good’, ‘needs attention’, ‘urgent improvement’, or safeguarding being ‘not met’ (or such other grades or outcomes as may be applicable from time to time) with thresholds determined by the relevant inspection framework, provider type, and inspection date, as detailed in Schedule 9;”

	f)
	Schedules amended:
	Schedules 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 shall be replaced with the Replacement Schedules as set out in Annex 1 to this amendment letter.

	g)
	New Schedule 9:
	New Schedule 9 (and Supplemental Annexes 1 and 2) as set out in Annex 2 to this amendment letter shall be inserted.


[bookmark: _Ref_a639077]Except as set out in paragraph 4, the Agreement will continue in full force and effect.
[bookmark: _Ref_a470712]To the extent of any conflict between the terms of the Agreement and this amendment letter, the terms of this amendment letter will prevail.
[bookmark: _Ref_a749787]This amendment letter and any dispute or claim (including non-contractual disputes or claims) arising out of or in connection with it or its subject matter or formation is governed by, and will be interpreted in accordance with, the law of England and Wales and is subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of England and Wales.
[bookmark: _Ref_a278448]Please sign and return a copy of this letter to acknowledge your agreement to the variation of the Agreement.



Yours faithfully,
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	................................................................

	Peter Cooper, Childcare Development Service Manager
for and on behalf of Hampshire County Council 

	
The Service Provider agrees to the variation of the Agreement with effect from the Variation Date on the terms set out above.


	Signed ................................................................

	for and on behalf of the Service Provider


	Date ........................................................
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 (
David Kelly BA Hons Solicitor
Deputy Director - Legal Services and Monitoring Officer
Jac Broughton FCIPD
Director People and Organisation
)
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