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Hampshire
Outdoors
Tel: 01962 876218
Email: outdoor.education@hants.gov.uk
Website: www.hants.gov.uk/hampshireoutdoors

Hampshire Outdoors is committed to supporting and providing high quality outdoor and
physical education to children and young people across our area. Engaging children and
young people in these activities can support high levels of academic attainment, provide
important personal and social development, and promote resilience in facing challenges and
managing risk. These activities can effectively lay the groundwork for the rest of a young
person’s life, enabling them to become successful learners both
in school and afterwards.
The benefits of outdoor learning, PE, and adventurous activities are widely accepted as being
instrumental in encouraging increased educational participation and inclusion of young people
of all ages and backgrounds. They offer numerous opportunities for improving self-esteem
and long-term aspiration. Accessing the most positive outcomes requires careful planning,
implemented by confident professional staff that can set learning objectives, manage groups
in the outdoors and effectively manage risk in a consistent and robust manner.
Our expertise is in helping you and your staff members to achieve
this position, through the provision of high-quality advice, guidance,
training, monitoring, incident support and approval systems.
Hampshire Outdoors can help you and your colleagues to get the
best experiences for your children and young people in the outdoors
– safely, positively and effectively – supporting you when and where
you need it.
As part of Hampshire County Council we offer a service that can
call upon a depth and range of technical and professional
knowledge, with facilities and resources generally unparalleled
within the UK.

Educational Visits
and Outdoor Learning
Tel: 01962 876218
Email: outdoor.education@hants.gov.uk
Website: www.hants.gov.uk/hampshireoutdoors
We provide advice, guidance and training in all aspects of good practice and safety management, for off-site
educational visits and outdoor learning within the school grounds and your local area. Through our approval
and advice systems, we enable confidence in the planning, leading and reviewing of outdoor activities. We
have extensive experience, working with over 800 establishments including maintained, academy and
independent schools, SEND, childrens homes, secure and specialist provision across the South of England.
We provide rapid access Outdoor Education Advisors, outdoor learning specialists and resources to aid all
aspects of outdoor activity. Using the online EVOLVE educational visits platform we ensure the statutory
responsibilities around safety management for educational visits are in place, including support and
assurance for engaging third party providers and residential centres.

Our knowledge and experience in supporting schools and groups means that we can offer:
Experienced Outdoor Education Advisors
available via phone and email

Specific guidance for educational visits,
linked to national guidance
Training for visit leaders, including
visit management, risk assessment
and first aid

Direct support in the event of incidents and
emergencies - including 24 hour emergency
response

Robust approval process for educational visits via
a tailored EVOLVE visits management platform

Resources for outdoor learning in your school
grounds and beyond

Guidance for specific adventure
activities from bushcraft to skiing
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National accredited Educational Visits
Coordinators training* (EVC)
Outdoor and visit leader training
First aid
Outdoor learning and orienteering on or
near your school grounds
Management of Visit Emergencies training

Bespoke curriculum outdoor sessions
(beach/river studies, maths, literacy)
EVOLVE 'how to' workshop
Camping on your school grounds
*Training courses are offered at a discounted rate for
establishments with an SLA.

"Hampshire Outdoors have been brilliant in
supporting me and my school. Such a great asset!"
- Hampshire secondary school teacher, 2020

Outdoor
Participation
Tel: 01962 876218
Email: dofe@hants.gov.uk
Website: www.hants.gov.uk/dofe
The focus for the participation team is to encourage young people to get outside, enjoy taking part in outdoor
activities and develop a love for everything outdoors. We primarily work with schools and colleges, but also
support specialist educational settings and targeted young people through partner organisations. We support
Looked After Children with our 'Big Activity Week' residential in the summer and events for children and
families throughout the year.

Our extensive experience in getting schools and groups
outside means that we can also offer:
1:1 sessions with hard to reach young people
Challenge expeditions to climb mountains - such as
Snowdon, or complete National trails - such as the
South Downs Way
Small group work on your school site

Technical training & assessment for DofE supervisors
On site activity weeks
John Muir approved provider
Team building sessions

Hampshire Outdoors holds the Duke of Edinburgh’s
(DofE) Award licence for all SEND provision and open
centres in Hampshire, encouraging and facilitating
young people to complete their award. We are also an
Approved Activity Provider (AAP) for the expedition
and residential section.
We deliver expeditions to schools across the country
with our extensive team of expedition leaders:
Bronze

Silver

Gold

Our expeditions for schools take place locally within the
New Forest National Park, South Downs National Park
and across the country.
As part of our DofE offer, we support independent
participants or those who are unable to attend their school
expeditions by offering open expeditions at all three levels
of the award.
Our hugely popular Gold DofE Residentials are available
to all Gold participants - we offer opportunities such as
becoming a zoo keeper, wellness
week and an introduction
to medicine.

"Excellent trainers, supportive,
informative, challenging and friendly"
- Participant feedback, 2020

Physical
Education
Tel: 01962 876218
Email: peandsport@hants.gov.uk
Website: www.hants.gov.uk/school-pe
Our enthusiastic and experienced team provide
high quality practical and online training for
schools in a range of Physical Education,
Physical Activity and School Sport (PESSPA)
activities. We also provide guidance on Safe
Practice in PESSPA and work closely with a
range of other PESSPA organisations including
Association for PE (afPE), Youth Sport Trust
(YST), Sport England, HIAS, Energise Me,
School Games Organisers, Public Health,
University of Winchester and the Travel Planning
Team to provide support and guidance on a
range of national and local initiatives.

We offer bespoke sessions to schools which includes training on specific areas of the
curriculum such as:

Gymnastics

Athletics

Games

Dance

Trampolining

Swimming

Cycling

Health and safety

We provide a breadth of training for PE subject
We provide a breadth of training for PE subject
leaders and school staff:
leaders and school staff:
Primary PE Subject Leader Network &
Secondary PE Network

5

PESS 5 (qualification for primary PE
subject leaders)

3

PESS 3 (qualification for LSAs and coaches
teaching PE)
Sport specific session: gymnastics,
dance, multi-skills & trampolining
Lunchtime Leaders (for LSAs to get
children more active at lunchtimes)

Teacher of School Swimming
Cycle training for primary staff to
introduce cycling from YR onwards
Hampshire PE Conference
Hampshire PE
development day

“Working with the physical education over the summer was invaluable!
Their support and guidance on how to formulate our curriculum intent,
implementation and impact as well as our skills progression was fantastic.
Now, as a school, as well as personally from a subject leader perspective,
there is a much stronger understanding of P.E”
- Hampshire Primary school, PE subject leader, 2020

Stubbington
Study Centre
Tel: 01329 662244
Email: stubbington.sc@hants.gov.uk
Website: www.stubbingtonstudycentre.co.uk
Stubbington Study Centre is a very popular Children's Services facility giving KS2 children, youth and
community groups, and others, the opportunity to live and learn within a wonderful 14 acre site. We offer the
reassurance of being a highly-respected and well-used Hampshire County Council service, with a reputation
for quality, value and good fun! With great accessibility throughout the site, recently refurbished facilities and
the seashore on our doorstep, we have the perfect venue for a wide range of residential and day visit groups.

Visits to Stubbington Study Centre
Residential experiences - A unique experience that encourages children to try new things and make new
friends whilst exploring our three key values: teamwork, respect and responsibility. We have modern
accommodation, where school groups enjoy KS2-friendly facilities for up to 112 children plus staff.
Day visits - Available on Fridays during term time, you'll have exclusive use of the site and the option
to create a bespoke programme of activities.
Day camps - Themed activity days in school holidays such as; sports:
environment; adventure; survival; arts & crafts.
Summer sports week - 5 day residential during the summer
holiday for children in years 4 to 6. Children receive coaching and
have games/competitions in approximately 20 different sports.
Youth and community groups - Organised groups, with an educational
focus, can hire the site for self-catered weekend and non-termtime use. This
includes access to our dormitory accommodation or camping on our field.
Day meetings - A wonderful venue for your training event or day
meeting for up to 60 people. Refreshments available on site.

We offer a broad menu of activities designed to enhance classroom learning through a wide variety of outdoor
experiences, from environmental and cultural studies to teamwork and problem solving, delivered with an
emphasis on safe, hands-on learning and fun. Activity options include:
Nature & the environment:
• Bird study
• Beak adaptation
• Earth walks
• Habitactics
• Harry Humus
• Mammal hotels
• Minibeasts
• Migration
• Owl pellets
• Pond study
• Seashore experience
• Stubbington Fox
• Small mammal study
• Tricky Trees
• Tracks & signs

Culture:
• Anglo Saxon experience
• Gnome Caching
• Locality study
• Mapping
• Natural art
• Orientation
• Orienteering
• Past Times
• Seashore sculptures
• Seashore walk

Adventure:
• Amazon Adventure
• Bushcraft
• Earthquake activity
• Eggstreme Challenge
• Shelter building

“Our Stubbington visit was exceptional from start to finish. With our high expectations
matched by the wonderful centre staff and within excellent facilities, the children make
amazing progress in learning as well as personal and social development…it’s as if they
grow up in front of our eyes!”
- Hampshire primary school teacher 2020

Minstead
Study Centre
Tel: 02380 813437
Email: minstead.sc@hants.gov.uk
Website: www.hants.gov.uk/minsteadstudycentre
Minstead Study Centre is an outdoor learning venue in the heart of the New Forest National Park. The centre
is primarily used as a fantastic location for primary school visits focused on sustainability and environmental
understanding. The Centre is set on a beautiful and tranquil 7 acre site, with areas of ancient woodland,
stream, pond, meadow and extensive vegetable garden. It also has small and friendly flocks of sheep and
chickens! The centre gives enormous scope for off-site activities for all groups staying with us.
Visits to Minstead Study Centre
Residential experiences - Exclusive use of
the site with modern, self contained and
sustainably built accommodation for 40 people.

Youth and community groups - Organised groups,
with an educational focus, can hire the site for selfcatered weekend and non-termtime use. This includes
access to our accommodation or camping on our field.

Day visits - Bespoke programmes linking to
curriculum outcomes, using the original
Victorian schoolhouse and extensive grounds.

Day meetings - For adult groups, the Centre offers
a peaceful, self contained, well equipped venue for
retreat, relaxation and enjoyment.

KS3/4 - We can offer a perfect base for Science
and Geography field-work opportunities on site
and in the surrounding Forest, and an inspiring
venue for a range of art and media.

Camping - We also can offer an excellent venue
for DofE award camping and residentials.

The Centre education team (all qualified teachers with a wide array of school and non-school experience)
offer a completely flexible and non-prescriptive partnership, tailoring a programme for every group. We try to
put sustainability and care for the earth at the heart of the learning that children undertake.
Activity options include:
The New
Forest

• Exploring, mapwork, navigation, history and geography,
habitat exploration, conservation and experiential learning.

Sustainable
living

• Gardening – planting, growing, harvesting, tasting!
• Animals – sheep and chickens, where our food
comes from, is farming fair?

Woodland
exploration

• Shelter building and bushcraft
• Nature connection and sensory exploration, mindfulness

Local
Geography

• Rivers and the water cycle, settlements, rocks
and soils

Ancient
History

• Investigate how ancient people made use of the
landscape. Make miniature roundhouses, dye wool with
natural colours and use fire!
• Habitat study - heath, woodland, meadow and stream.

Environmental
Food chains, life cycles and adaptation, conservation and
Science
environmental protection measures.
Mapwork and
Orienteering

• Hikes around New Forest – navigation, orienteering
courses, map making.

Art and Crafts • Felt making, clay modelling, natural art

“Following the visits to Minstead the children had a much deeper
understanding of, and respect for, the natural world around them in a way
that couldn't have been achieved in school.”
- Hampshire Primary school teacher, 2020
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Stubbington Study Centre

Minstead Study Centre
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Outdoor Participation
Tel: 01962 876218
Email: dofe@hants.gov.uk
Website: www.hants.gov.uk/dofe

Follow us on social media:
@HantsOutdoors
@DofEHampshire
@Badger_ssc
@MinsteadSC

www.hants.gov.uk/hantsoutdoors

