Framework for Decision Making for Early Years Specialist Hub Provision 

For consideration of specialist support in early years a child must be a Hampshire Local Authority resident or a looked after child placed in Hampshire. 
Children can only be considered for specialist early years support by Hampshire’s SEN Service and based on recommendations from local pre-school advisory groups. Parental consent must be obtained before a referral can be made.

 
Current Position 
 
1.      The child is currently attending an Early Years setting?	Yes / No 
 
2. If yes, is the setting currently meeting need?	  Yes / No / Unsure 

Children attending a mainstream setting which is meeting need, will not meet need for EY SEN Hub Provision. SfYC Inclusion Setting Support (ISSO) team will contact setting to ascertain if any further support is required. 

If it is unclear whether the setting is currently meeting need an assessment will be undertaken by the SfYC Inclusion Setting Support (ISSO) team before consideration.

3. The child is about to enter or is in Year R-1, is eligible for Early Years education funding (EYE) and has an identified special educational need/disability.                                                                    Yes / No / Unsure 

Children can be referred for a placement in line with 3 and 4 yr old statutory Early Years Education funding (EYE) entitlement.
Two-year-old children can only be considered under exceptional circumstances, where it is deemed that no other placement is able to meet need and ensuring the child is safe, with appropriate support.
Where children are not accessing a mainstream preschool provision, or there has been an issue in identifying a suitable placement, parents can contact SfYC Inclusion Team for support using the brokerage support link – add here


4. Developmental Delays: The child is exhibiting significant delays (two thirds of their chronological age) in cognitive abilities and one or more other areas of development, such as speech and language, motor skills, or social communication.                                                                    Yes / No / Unsure 
 
 
5. Severe Social Communication Needs / Social Emotional and Mental Health Needs: Children and young people exhibit behaviours which are either dangerous to themselves or others and/or interfering with their education to an extent that they require intensive adult support and strategies specifically designed to develop their self-regulation.                               Yes / No / Unsure 

Children must also meet one or more of the following criteria:
Medical Conditions: Children with diagnosed medical conditions that significantly impact their ability to participate in a mainstream preschool setting.
Behavioural and Emotional Needs: Children who display behavioural or emotional difficulties that require specialised support and intervention.
Sensory Impairments: Children with visual, hearing, or other sensory impairments that necessitate a tailored educational environment.
Learning Disabilities: Children with significant identified learning disabilities that affect their ability to access the curriculum in a mainstream setting.


Children will only be considered for a place at an Early Years Specialist Hub Provision if they meet the criteria above, one of the criteria 6-9 and at least half of the additional criteria outlined in 10-18. 
 
  

6. A risk assessment demonstrates that with all resources available and appropriate measures put in place in a mainstream setting there remains a high risk of substantial harm to the child and other children (with regards to the child’s safety and ability to progress developmentally). 


7. Children and young people with severe Social Emotional and Mental Health needs (SEMH)  exhibit behaviours which are either dangerous to themselves or others or interfere with their education to an extent that they require intensive adult support and strategies specifically designed to develop their self-regulation. 


8. There is a need for specialist equipment or a specialist environment due to equipment needs over and above what can reasonably be provided within the mainstream setting. E.g. hoisting - This may include augmentative and/or alternative communication


9. They require a significantly higher level of staff expertise than is ordinarily available (even with additional advice, support and training) within a mainstream early years setting.


Children will only be considered for a specialist support through the SfYC EY SEN Hub Provision team if they meet the criteria above and at least 50% of the criteria outlined below.

10. They are eligible for early years education funding and have an identified special educational need/disability.    


11. The child has Severe Learning Difficulties (SLD), using Appendix , or Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulty (PMLD) 


12. Their communication is restricted to non-verbal gesturing, body language and physical contact and they exhibit high levels of ritualistic or stereotypical behaviour and are severely impaired in all aspects of the triad of impairments (social communication/social interaction/imagination). 


13. The child has significant / severe Social Communication needs as identified by a health professional.


14. The child has such significant and complex medical needs that they meet the continuing care threshold and multiple agencies are already involved.


15. Their SEND needs are so severe that it is clear they need additional support over and above that normally available in a mainstream setting (using reference to the broad areas of need in the Code of Practice 2024).


16. Advice has been sought and implemented from external agencies, with evidence of the ‘assess, plan, do, review’ approach over a reasonable time period. 


17. They are making little or no progress against evidenced individual small step goals or the child is regressing even with targeted support.


18. They require co-ordinated support from multiple specialists.


Other factors for consideration:  
Where there is greater demand than provision available places will be prioritised taking account of: 
The other provision available in the area 
The other support services the family / child is able to access       
     The child is entering or is in Year R-1 
The child is a Looked After Child 
Army covenant –   
The child has a life limiting health condition 
The child has continuing heath care needs 
(Please note this list is not in priority order)  

Appendix 
Special educational needs (SEN) criteria | Education and learning | Hampshire County Council
SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf

What the legislation says...
Early Years providers must:
· Use their best endeavours to make sure that a child with SEN gets the support they need
· Ensure that children with SEN engage in the activities of school alongside children who do not have SEN
· Designate a teacher to be responsible for co-ordinating SEN provision (the SEN co-ordinator, or SENCO)
· Inform parents when they are making special educational provision for a child
They must also prepare a report on:
· The implementation of their SEN policy
· Their arrangements for the admission of disabled children
· The steps being taken to prevent disabled children from being treated less favourably than others
· The facilities provided to enable access to the school for disabled children, and their accessibility plan showing how they plan to improve access over time

"Where a child continues to make less than expected progress, despite evidence-based support and interventions that are matched to the child's area of need, practitioners should consider involving appropriate specialists, for example, health visitors, speech and language therapists, Portage workers, educational psychologists or specialist teachers, who may be able to identify effective strategies, equipment, programmes or other interventions to enable the child to make progress towards the desired learning and development outcomes. The decision to involve specialists should be taken with the child's parents."
SEND Code of Practice pg. 88. 5.48
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