Swanmore College Performing Arts Studio

Property Services
Location: Swanmore,
Southampton, Hampshire
Client: Hampshire County Council
(HCC)
Construction Value: £2.5 million
(including SCOLA reclad and
refurbishment works)
Completed: The all weather sports
facility (STP) was completed
in 2014, and college facilities
improvement completed in April
2018.
HCC Property Services:
Architects, Interior Design,
Quantity Surveying, Structural,
M&E and Landscape: Specialist
teams: 24 Acoustics

Following the sale of a parcel of land to the north of the Swanmore College site in 2012, it was agreed with Hampshire County Council
Children’s Services that the capital receipt could be used to improve the facilities for the College and also provide an all weather sports
facility (STP) for the local community.
Improvements to the college facilities include: the recladding of an existing SCOLA building; refurbishment works to classrooms; a new
performing arts studio, and also landscaping.
The site for the performing arts studio was chosen as it is adjacent to existing arts facilities and opposite the main hall. Its location
creates a new entrance ‘plaza’ to the front of the school, providing a linking space between
the entrance, studio and existing main hall. These links have been very successful for a college
that prides itself in performing arts.
The performing arts studio is designed to be flexible, for use as a teaching space, to facilitate
small performances and to accommodate community use, such as dance schools. It has
a high quality performance flooring system, retractable seating for 120, a large drop down
screen for digital cinema presentations and professional stage lighting and surround sound
which is managed from a control desk on a gallery at the rear of the studio.
Officially opened on 8 May 2018 by former pupil of the college, Amanda Holden, the building
is a simple box design, with a perforated mesh screen suspended to create a ‘halo’ affect that
gives some delicacy to ‘the box’. During the day, graphics depicting performers invigorate the
box and by night, the box performs with coloured LED lights, subtly illuminating three facades.

Key Benefits:
•

Improvement works to the college, which includes recladding of an existing SCOLA
building; refurbishment works to classrooms and landscaping

•

The Performing Arts studio is designed to be a flexible multi-use space for use by the
college and wider community

•

Illuminated graphics encasing the building bring it to life after dark
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