HMS M33 - Commemorating Gallipoli

Property Services

Civic Trust Award 2016 - National Commendation
Location:
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, Portsmouth
Client:
National Museum of the Royal Navy
Value: £2.4m
Completed: Completed Summer 2015
Specialist Teams:
Architectural Design:
HCC Property Services, Heritage Architects
Project Manager: Conservation Plus
Quantity Surveyor: Focus Consultants
Conservator: Ian Clark Restoration
Interpretation designer: Petrichor Associates
AV specialist: Centre Screen

The National Museum of the Royal Navy secured Heritage Lottery Funding to develop
a project that looked to secure a sustainable future for the ship and dock by improving
visitor access, conserving the ship and consequently using her to host an exhibition
commemorating, in particular, her part in the 1915 Gallipoli Campaign.

“

The role played at Gallipoli by
the Royal Navy and Monitor Class
ships like M33 in protecting soldiers
in the August 1915 landings is an
incredible story of perseverance,
endeavour and bravery building.

“

HMS M33 Monitor is permanently berthed in No.1 Dock which dates from the later
18th-early 19th century and forms part of the internationally significant Georgian naval
dock facility which includes the ‘Great Basin’, a scheduled ancient monument. HMS M33
is one of only two remaining British World War 1 Warships. She belonged to a fleet of
shallow drafted coastal bombardment vessels, known as ‘monitors’. Commissioned in
1915 as part of a priority programme she took just under seven weeks to build and was
first launched on 22nd May 1915.

Sir Peter Luff, Chair of HLF

HCC Property Services were appointed by the National Museum of the Royal Navy
to design the new welcome point and access structures that would allow visitors to
not only enter the ship but also the chance to descend to the bottom of the dry dock.
The scheme creates a small welcome point shelter and gathering area at the south
east end of the dock. From here the public can access a base platform at the bottom
of the dry dock by means of the new staircase or passenger lift and subsequently the
ship via a new walkway running almost the full length of the north side of the ship.
The new staircase wraps around the internal perimeter of the east end of the dry dock
and together with the walkways, welcome point and base platform are designed to
integrate into their surrounding context by taking reference from existing dockside
structures.

Key Benefits
•

Significantly improving physical and intellectual access to HMS M33.

•

Conserve and restore the ship for the future enjoyment of the visiting public.

•

Bringing the stories and history of Gallipoli campaign to life through new
interpretation and exhibition.

•

Making Dry Dock No.1 the only dock in Portsmouth Historic Dockyard that the
public can gain access to.
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