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SECTION 11: HAYLING ISLAND
How far? This section is 5½ miles long; you can return along the
same route, or use other footpaths (walkers only) or lanes. If you
were to do the sections before and after this (Havant-Portsmouth),
you can return by train.
What will I see?
This section starts at Langstone, a picturesque waterfront
community with an old mill and a row of eighteenth century thatched
cottages —the remains of the rail bridge can be seen to the west of
today’s road bridge and there is a historic causeway (the ‘wadeway’) to
the east of the bridge, now deep underwater due to the canal being cut
through in the 1820s. After crossing the bridge, continue along the Hayling
Billy, a disused rail line which now offers a wide, well-surfaced track with beautiful
views across Langstone harbour and information boards describing the fascinating railway
history (see also www.haylingbillyheritage.org) and the wildlife. This is an internationally important site for its wildfowl and
wading birds - look out for Black-tailed Godwits and large flocks of Brent Geese in winter and Oystercatchers on the
Victorian oyster beds at the northern end of the island; (divert briefly from the main track to see
this and the oyster sculpture); oysters have been fished here since at least Roman times.
Further south, look for the Little Tern sculpture; the hedgerows along this route are also
managed for wildlife, and butterflies abound in summer. On leaving the Billy, the last 1½
miles is on or next to the road, passing the Brent Goose sculpture and some colourful
houseboats before arriving at the ferry to Portsmouth; look out for the WWII Mulberry
Harbour sitting in the water north of the jetty, built on Hayling to assist the D-day
landings. Use www.haylingferry.net or call 0750 0194854 for ferry information; if it is
not running, the Stagecoach 30/31 bus service runs four times an hour from Staunton
Avenue (see map - twice an hour on Sundays) to Havant, then
Oystercatcher
change to Stagecoach bus 700 to Portsmouth (three times/hr
Mon-Sat; twice/hr Sunday - call Traveline on 0871 200 22 33).
Who can use it? This section is open to walkers (and dogs), cyclists and horseriders and provides a good flat, year-round route for pushchairs and mobility vehicles.
What is the path like? The route is flat, mostly on a well-surfaced gravel track with
no stiles or gates, then briefly on road with pavement and finally a quiet road (Ferry
Road) with pavement or verge in part. To avoid Ferry Road, walkers can choose
instead to walk across the heath and along the shingle
beach, as marked overleaf.
What facilities are available?
There are public loos and two good pubs on the waterfront at Langstone (the Ship
and Royal Oak), both serving food. West Town has shops and loos (on the
northern side of the playing fields) and at the ferry are more public loos and the
Ferry Boat Inn, which also serves food.
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What is the Shipwrights Way?
It is a long-distance route linking villages and towns in east Hampshire through
some beautiful countryside. Starting at Alice Holt Forest near Farnham, it runs down
across the South Downs to the sea at Portsmouth. The route is open to walkers and
cyclists and, where possible, horse-riders and people with disabilities.

Why ‘Shipwrights’? The name reflects the journey of oak grown at
Alice Holt to dockyards such as Portsmouth for medieval shipbuilding;
the route finishes at Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, home of the
Mary Rose, HMS Victory and the International Boatbuilding Training
College.
Little Egret
Who provided the route?
It was provided through a
partnership between East
Hampshire District Council,
Hampshire County Council, the
Forestry Commission and the
All photos except the cyclists are
South Downs National Park
courtesy of Peter Drury (copyright)
Authority. We were pleased to
Contact: countryside@hants.gov.uk 0300 555 1391
work closely with Havant Borough
Council in this area.
www.shipwrights.org.uk

