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Dear Colleague 
 
RE: Hampshire Safeguarding Children Board (HSCB) 2018 Education Audit 
 
You will be aware of the requirement for all schools and colleges, including Local Authority 
maintained schools, academies and the independent sector, to complete an annual 
safeguarding children audit. This audit is conducted in line with the statutory obligations 
placed on the Governing Bodies (or equivalents) by Keeping Children Safe in Education 
2016 (with reference to section 175 of the Education Act 2002, section 7 of the Education 
(Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014 and Section 3 of the Non-Maintained 
Special Schools (England) Regulations 2015.) 
 
The audit tool is aimed at supporting all educational establishments across Hampshire in 
ensuring that all required safeguarding measures are in place. 
 
Last year, 97.5% of schools across Hampshire completed the safeguarding audit which will 
be reported in the HSCB Annual Report in September. I would like to thank those of you 
who completed the last return in 2017. 
 
As previously communicated, we commit to publishing the results and themes from this 
year’s audit, including details of those education settings that do not submit a response. 
 
We would be grateful if you could complete the assessment of your school / college using 
the audit tool by 30 September 2018 and use the findings from this this to respond to the 
10 questions on the achieve form. 
 
The internal tool is available from the following section of the Local Authority’s website: 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/safeguardingchildren/annualaudit 
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The schedule for the audit is as follows: 
 

 HSCB / Local Authority to issue self-assessment tool by 31 May 2018 

 Schools and colleges to submit the completed summary / overview of the self-
assessment electronically via the ‘achieve form’ by 30 September 2018 

 Following submission, the Local Authority will undertake an analysis of the returns 
and conduct a number of school visits to follow up on the information provided 
during the audit and to gather evidence of good practice to share. More information 
will follow in due course. 

 Themes from the exercise will be published in next year’s HSCB Annual Report. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Local Authority Designated Officer 
(LADO) team on 01962 876364, child.protection@hants.gov.uk 
 
We look forward to receiving your completed audit tool and thank you for your continued 
support in keeping children safe. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Derek Benson 
Independent Chair 
Hampshire Safeguarding Children Board 
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