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	Welcome to the 9th Hampshire Learning Update

Our Updates aim to keep you informed of the latest news and developments within the Community Learning and Further Education and Skills sectors.  

Hampshire Learning Updates are also signposts for action and consultation and are designed to highlight key issues to support your work in Hampshire.  If you have any comments about the content or topics for inclusion within future editions  please let us know.
May I also take this opportunity to thank you for your work and support throughout this year and, on behalf of all at Hampshire Learning, offer our best wishes for Christmas and the New Year
George Allen

Head of Hampshire Learning


	Procurement and Commissioning 2013/14

As you know, Hampshire Learning is formulating proposals for the commissioning of adult and community learning (ACL) activities for 2013/14. We are currently liaising with HCC Procurement Unit and with Legal Services in relation to the relevant documentation. The procurement and commissioning of ACL services is designed to ensure value for money, adherence to the Strategic Commissioning Plan for ACL for 2013/14, and compliance with both HCC and Skills Funding Agency procedures. Our intention is to enable an understandable and inclusive bidding process and we will arrange both a Procurement Information Event and a Commissioning Briefing during the Spring term 2013 and will inform you of dates and venues as soon as possible.  We hope that all current providers, large and small, will come along to these events to ensure you have all the information and support you need to continue your valued work on behalf Hampshire Learning.
In the meantime if you require any further information in relation to our emerging commissioning plans please contact Hampshire Learning or liaise with your respective Link Officer.
Skills Funding Statement 2013-2015
The Chancellor’s Autumn Statement on 5th December involved details of the Skills Funding Statement for 2013-2015. The Funding Statement outlines the good news that the national Community Learning programme of £210m per annum will remain ring-fenced until 2015. There is also an expectation upon ACL providers to deliver within local communities, generate greater income and widen participation and it is intended that Hampshire Learning Procurement and Commissioning for 2013/14 reflects these expectations.    

Ofsted Inspections and Common Inspection Framework for FE and Skills 2012
The  Common Inspection Framework (CIF) for FE and Skills came into effect in September 2012 and contains newer aspects including a policy of ‘short notice’ Inspections, an increased emphasis upon Teaching, Learning and Assessment (TLA) and a main grade for Overall Effectiveness. We are aware that a range of Inspections have taken place amongst local authority providers from across the region over the past month and feedback has indicated that the Ofsted focus has been upon learner progression and TLA. Our work with you and a partnership-based approach to Ofsted regulations will be important over the next period and please see the latest Ofsted circular relating to Inspection preparation.
Richard’s Review of Apprenticeships – November 2012 
The Richard Review of Apprenticeships has been published and contains a number of recommendations including: 
· Redefining apprenticeships
· Focusing with greater rigour on the outcome 
· Recognised industry standards forming the basis of every apprenticeship 
· All apprentices reaching a good level in English and maths before they can complete 
· Government funding creating the right incentives for apprenticeship training 
· Encouraging far greater diversity and innovation in training 
The Review also makes a clear statement that ‘an apprenticeship is an education’ and that the three key elements comprising successful apprenticeship programmes are strong links between employers, government and individual apprentices.
Adult Learners’ Week – May 2013 
Adult Learners' Week is a national celebration of the benefits of lifelong learning and offers an ideal opportunity to highlight the many types of learning available to adults from all walks of life.  Hampshire Learning believes that there are many examples of excellent practice and learner performance to celebrate and nominations for the Adult Learners' Week Awards are still open. The Awards provide a platform to highlight your projects or learning provision and the impact that your support has on the people you work with.  By nominating individual learners you can also boost their self-confidence and turn them into role models to inspire others back into learning.  This year there is a range of new award categories that your nominations could be eligible for, including Learning for Work; Learning with Family or Community; and Learning Life Skills.
It is still not too late to submit a nomination:  Nominations close at 5pm, Thursday 13 December 2012.
Prize draw for all remaining entries

All nominations submitted between 7 and 13 December 2012 to Adult Learners’ Week Awards will be entered into a prize draw to give nominators the chance to win £50 worth of gift vouchers.  Complete your nomination to ALW now for your chance to win.

FE Guild

The establishment of a national FE Guild by 2013 is aimed to ‘enhance the status of FE by providing a single body to set professional standards and codes of behaviour as well as developing qualifications’. The emerging FE Guild will have an important impact upon the adult and community sector  particularly if it has full responsibility for professionalism in the sector and it replaces the functions of IfL and LSIS. An Implementation Plan will be prepared by April 2013 and the FE Guild could be operational in August. We will keep you posted of developments. 
NCFE Investing in Quality Licence (IIQ)
If you are delivering courses accredited under the NCFE Investing in Quality Licence, you must follow the instructions for the use of the Investing in Quality logo when using the NCFE IIQ logo in your promotional materials.
Course Search Facility
All Hampshire Learning adult and family learning courses are promoted through Hampshire County Council’s Course Search Facility, available through the ‘Learning Zone’.  The Course Administration System (CAS) is currently being re-developed to provide a more user-friendly interface and will be available in its new format early in 2013.  Once the new updated system is in place, further training will be offered to Centre Administrators to ensure they know how they can check that courses have been uploaded correctly from AQUA, Hampshire Learning’s management information system (MIS), and also, importantly, so that they can add additional details to ensure all courses are being fully promoted.
Providers are reminded that details of adult and family learning courses must be forwarded to Hampshire Learning by key dates to ensure they can be uploaded to the Course Search Facility and are, therefore, promoted to learners across Hampshire.  For providers who do not have access to upload their courses directly to AQUA, the following date should be noted: 
Summer term courses – course details returned to HL by 8 February 2013.

In addition, please note that it is also vital that we have details of all courses on the MIS as soon as they are arranged to ensure we can report to the Skills Funding Agency and so that we are prepared at all times for an Ofsted inspection.  

Good News and Success Stories

We welcome news of your learners’ success stories and of the excellent practice that shapes the Hampshire Learning provision.  Please send us details of all of your success stories and celebrations of learners’ achievements as well as any nominations you make for Adult Learners’ Week.
Local Learning Partnerships
The Local Learning Partnerships remain important within the district/borough council areas as they continue to develop, to identify local learning needs and to support programmes of learning to meet these needs.  Each of the 11 partnerships has an important role in curriculum planning, CLT developments and the opportunity to develop an ongoing Local Learning Plan to inform future activity and funding applications.  Details of your Hampshire Learning team local contact are as follows: 
Area

Hampshire Learning Contact

Basingstoke

Sue Muldowney
East Hants 

Gillian Fifield
Eastleigh

Kevin May
Fareham

George Allen
Gosport

Kevin May
Hart

Julia Gahagan
Havant

Tracy Baker
New Forest
Tracy Baker
Rushmoor

Julia Gahagan
Test Valley

Sue Muldowney
Winchester

Fiona Mackie
Feedback to Hampshire Learning

The Hampshire Learning website contains information about key aspects of our provision and is regularly updated with news and guidance for learning providers, tutors and learners.  It provides opportunities for learners to offer feedback on their courses and welcomes suggestions for improvements and development of the curriculum.

We want to support all adult learning providers within Hampshire and welcome your feedback on any aspect of your provision and how this can be developed to support learners in Hampshire.
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