
Making Summative Assessment Judgements to Track Progress (PVI)

Summative assessment and judgement making should happen on average every three to four months; however, for some children it could happen more frequently, particularly very young or vulnerable children.

There are two equally important pieces of information we need to track, the uniqueness of each child and their progress in the seven areas of learning and development in the EYFS.

The Key Person for each child should be the main assessment and judgement maker. Evidence from family members and others who have contact with their children should be sought and utilised. Knowledge of the child can be gained in a variety of ways and only significant information to be reminded of needs to be recorded to aid recall.
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While there is guidance in the EYFS, a good degree of professional judgement is needed, as there is no exact mathematical formula to apply when making a best fit judgement. Internal and external moderation activities are essential to have full confidence in the robustness of judgements and for the data that is analysed to be of use.
Support for making summative assessment judgement and tracking progress
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Collect together:


portfolios/learning journals, observations and evidence that demonstrates particular interests, motivations and significant achievement, predominantly from independent, child-initiated activities


any other evidence such as annotated planning, notes, responses from home/family members/childminders/other settings/midwives/ health visitors etc.


assessment guidance materials
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- child development reference materials


         - curriculum development materials.


The majority of evidence used will be anecdotal (remembered incidents), based on knowledge of the child gained through quality interactions.








For their achievement in the seven areas of learning and development, the judgement made as to which age/stage of development in the different strands best fits each child needs to be recorded on the system used by the setting.


The Key Person must then look at: 


the progress made and judge if  it is appropriate,


 the child’s age to see which strands they are age appropriate, exceeding or delayed in,


what the next steps are for individuals and groups of children and make plans to meet them.


The Key Person will need to consult/seek advice where there are concerns/delay.








Leaders and managers need to:


provide opportunities for staff to moderate their judgements, together and externally,


review results to assess robustness, 


analyse trends and make judgements about the progress of individuals and groups, in particular the most vulnerable and EYPP children, 


consider implications for practice and provision and make changes as appropriate.


Implications of the review and analysis need to be fed into staff appraisals/ performance management, the setting development plan and staff training plan as part of the self-evaluation cycle to improve outcomes for children.





For the uniqueness of the child a summary of the likes, motivations and characteristics of learning needs to be recorded to support future planning that appeals to and meets the individual child’s learning needs. 








The Key Person will need to consider the range of evidence collected and known and reflect on what they say about: 


the uniqueness of the child, their likes/interests,  motivations, characteristics of learning etc.


their achievements, where they are in the different strands of the EYFS areas of learning and development.


Make a judgement for each strand as to which set of descriptors best fits. Refer to guidance materials for support.





This handbook has been developed to support practitioners in making accurate judgements about each child's attainment.
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Non-statutory guide for practitioners and inspectors, to help inform understanding of child development through the early years.





Progress Matters 


Provides a wealth of support for managers and leaders with prompts on how to analyse progress data. 
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