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Summary 

 

 The Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS) in its latest estimate of sub-regional growth in Q3 
2014 argues that ‘the region’s strength in high value-added services is propelling growth 
with the ICT and the professional & scientific sectors making significant contributions’. 

 

 The Hampshire County Council Area was the fastest growing county in Q3 2014 
compared to Q3 2013 and the second fastest sub-regional economy in the South East. 
The economy of Hampshire was around 3.8 per cent larger in the third quarter of 2014 
than in Q3 2013 according to RBS. Economic growth in the two cities underperformed 
relative to other sub-regional economies in the South East.  

 

 Oxfordshire was after Hampshire the fastest growing county in the South East in the 
third quarter of 2014. GVA growth in Oxfordshire was around 3.6 per cent higher in Q3 
2014 than in Q3 2013. 

 

 As outlined in the July issue of the Economy & Business Snapshot that looked at sub-
regional competitiveness, Hampshire and Oxfordshire had the largest competitive 
effects in the South East which seem to have provided significant boost to economic 
growth in both counties.1 

 

 Annual growth in GVA in Surrey was around 2.8 per cent, marginally faster than the 
South East average, comparable to West Sussex but marginally slower than in 
Berkshire. Surrey has the most favourable industry mix (structural effect) in the South 
East but stronger growth in Q3 in Surrey was most likely held back by several sectors 
such as finance & insurance, real estate and retail trade. These sectors underperformed 
across the country in Q3. 

 

 Economic growth in several large cities in the South East lagged the regional and UK 
average in Q3 2014. Large urban areas tend to drive economic growth in the UK but 
with the exception of Milton Keynes this has not been the case in the South East since 
the recession. 

 

 Timelier data from monthly business surveys shows that business activity in the South 
East and the UK slowed down towards the end of 2014. Business activity or output 
growth at private sector firms in the South East in December was the weakest since 
June 2013 but growth remained strong and above the long-run survey average. 

 

 The preliminary estimate of economic growth from ONS showed that the UK economic 
upswing continues at a healthy pace, though less strong than in the previous quarter. 
The UK economy grew by 0.5 per cent in the final quarter of 2014, the slowest quarterly 
growth in a year. Nevertheless, over 2014 as a whole GDP was up by 2.6 per cent, up 
from 1.7 per cent in 2013 and the best annual performance since 2007. 

 
 

                                                           
1
 
1
 For further information see Economy & Business Snapshot - Focus on sub-regional growth and 

competitiveness – Part 2, July 2014 

 Economy & Business Snapshot – December 2014 
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 Total output increased in only two of the four main sectoral groups – services and 
agriculture. Services expanded by 0.8 per cent in the final quarter of 2014. Faster 
economic growth at the end of 2014 was held back by construction and production. 
Within production, manufacturing posted an increase but only a marginal 0.1 per cent. 

 

 Three of the four main service categories (distribution, hotels & restaurants, transport, 
storage & communication and business services & finance) registered output growth in 
the final quarter of the year. 

 

 However, output growth in each of the main service categories was lower than in Q3 
2014 with the exception of distribution, hotels & catering. Within this broad sector retail 
made the largest positive contribution to the increase. Retail sales rose at the fastest 
pace for a decade in the fourth quarter. 

 

 In relation to the economies of Surrey, Hampshire, Oxfordshire, Enterprise M3 and West 
Sussex, the ONS does not provide official quarterly output estimates. Although the 
strong growth in output in the main service groups at the end of last year bodes well for 
output growth in the area it is likely that GVA growth was slower than in Q3 2014. 

 

 The volume of new orders (a leading indicator of short-term growth) in the South East 
and the UK increased in December but at slower pace than in the previous month. The 
rate of growth in the South East has slowed sharply from November’s four-month high. 

 

 New business at service providers continue to rise at faster pace than manufacturing 
new orders. Growth in manufacturing new orders rebounded over the three months to 
January after falling to the lowest level in a year in the previous survey. However, CBI 
argues that the drivers of growth remain primarily domestic with exports lagging behind. 

 

 The outlook for consumer spending has been boosted by falling oil prices, falling 
inflation (down to a fourteen-and-a-half year low of 0.5 per cent in December), rising 
incomes (regular earnings were up by 1.8 per cent in November) and diminishing 
prospects for higher interest rates in the UK. 

 

 The outlook for the Eurozone has also improved following recent announcement by the 
European Central Bank (ECB) that it will launch a government bond-buying programme 
which will pump hundreds of billions of euros into the economy.  This ought to foster 
greater confidence and business investment. Trade should pick up in 2015 which should 
benefit exporters in the area and across the UK. 

 

 Experian expect the UK economy to expand by 2.4 per cent in 2015, marginally weaker 
than the rate of growth in 2014. The average independent forecast is for the UK 
economy to expand by 2.6 per cent. 

 

 Inflation is expected to remain heavily subdued in 2015. The average independent 
forecast for Consumer Price Inflation (CPI) in the UK is just 1 per cent (well below the 
Bank of England Target of 2 per cent) in 2015. 

 

 There are also risks to the outlook that could cause slower rate of economic growth in 
2015 such as deflation taking hold in much of Europe, a stand-off between Greece and 
the Commission/ECB/IMF, the possibility of financial market stress from higher interest 
rates in the US as well as further geopolitical instability in the Middle East and Ukraine. 
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Strong growth in Gross Value Added (GVA) in the area in Q3 but business activity 
slows in December 

 

 In relation to the economies of Surrey, Hampshire, Oxfordshire, Enterprise M3 and West 
Sussex, the ONS does not provide official quarterly output estimates. However, a proxy 
estimate of sub-regional GVA growth can be derived by taking the UK growth rate of 
each sector and weighting them by the sector shape of each sub-regional economy 
which is then adjusted for each sub-region’s competitiveness.2 The latest independent 
sub-regional estimate refers to the third quarter of 2014.   

 

 Services continued to drive economic growth across the country in the third quarter of 
2014. The top performing sectors were professional, scientific & technical, admin & 
support, information & communication, transport services, construction and legal, 
accounting and management services. 
 

 According to the Office for National Statistics (ONS) data faster growth in the third 
quarter in the UK was held back by several relatively large sectors (finance & insurance, 
public administration and defence, arts entertainment & recreation and manufacturing). 

 

 Economic growth in the South East in the third quarter was in line with the national 
average (0.7 per cent) according to the Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS) estimate who 
argue that ‘the region’s strength in high value-added services is propelling growth with 
the ICT and the professional & scientific sectors making significant contributions’. 

 

 Most sub-regional economies in the South East performed well in Q3 2014. Milton 
Keynes grew an estimated 4.8 per cent in the third quarter compared to the same 
quarter last year. Economic growth in the UK between Q3 2013 and Q3 2014 was 3.0 
per cent, which was subsequently revised downward to 2.6 per cent.  

 

 Hampshire County Council Area was the fastest growing county in Q3 2014 compared 
to Q3 2013 and the second fastest sub-regional economy in the South East. The 
economy of Hampshire was around 3.8 per cent larger in the third quarter of 2014 than 
in Q3 2013 according to RBS (Figure 1).  
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2
 For further information see Economy & Business Snapshot - Focus on sub-regional growth and 

competitiveness – Part 2, July 2014 
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 After contracting in 2013, economic growth on the Isle of Wight was robust in the year to 
Q3 2014 but Southampton and Portsmouth underperformed relative to other sub-
regional economies in the South East.3 Relatively large share of public administration & 
defence, manufacturing, arts, entertainment & recreation activities held back stronger 
growth in the two cities. 
 

 Oxfordshire was after Hampshire the fastest growing sub-regional economy in the South 
East in the third quarter of 2014. GVA growth in Oxfordshire was around 3.6 per cent 
higher in Q3 2014 than in Q3 2013 (Figure 1). 

 

 As outlined in the July issue of the Economy & Business Snapshot that looked at sub-
regional competitiveness, Hampshire and Oxfordshire had the largest competitive 
effects in the South East which seem to have provided significant boost to economic 
growth in both counties.4 

 

 Annual growth in GVA in Surrey was around 2.8 per cent, marginally faster than the 
South East average, comparable to West Sussex but marginally slower than in 
Berkshire. Surrey has the most favourable industry mix (structural effect) in the South 
East but stronger growth in Q3 in Surrey was most likely held back by several sectors 
such as finance & insurance, real estate and retail trade. These sectors underperformed 
across the country in Q3 but tend to have significant presence in Surrey. 

 

 Economic growth in several large cities in the South East lagged the regional and UK 
average in Q3 2014. Large urban areas tend to drive economic growth in the UK but 
with the exception of Milton Keynes this has not been the case in the South East since 
the recession. The main reason is found in their dependence on several large sectors 
(such as the public sector, defence, retail and finance & insurance) that have been 
undergoing restructuring over the past couple of years. 

 

 Timelier data from monthly business surveys shows that business activity (output 
growth) in the South East and the UK slowed down towards the end of 2014 (Figure 2). 

 

 The latest survey of purchasing managers shows that business activity or output growth 
at private sector firms in the South East in December was the weakest since June 2013 
(Figure 2).  Nevertheless, output growth in the South East remained strong and above 
the long-run survey average. Economic growth in the South East continues to be led by 
service providers. 

 

 A seasonally adjusted index of business activity in the South East eased from 60.3 in 
November to 56.3 in December (50.0 separates growth from contraction). The pace of 
output growth in the South East was above the UK average (55.2 in December), Figure 
2. After having been the fastest growing UK region in November, the South East was 
ranked joint fourth in December. 

 
 
 
 

                                                           
3
 For further information on sub-regional GVA growth rates in 2012 and 2013 see Economy & Business 

Snapshot – November 2014. 
4
 Economy & Business Snapshot - Focus on sub-regional growth and competitiveness – Part 2, July 2014 
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The pace of economic growth and volume of new orders slowed at the end of last 
year but remained robust 

 

 Slower business activity in the UK in the final quarter of 2014 was confirmed by the 
official but preliminary estimates of economic growth for the final quarter of 2014. The 
preliminary estimate (based on incomplete) data showed that the UK economic upswing 
continues at a healthy pace, though less strong than in the previous quarter.  
 

 The UK economy grew by 0.5 per cent in the final quarter of 2014. This compares to an 
expansion of 0.7 per cent in Q3 2014. The increase in the final quarter of the year was 
the smallest in a year. Over 2014 as a whole GDP was up by 2.6 per cent, up from 1.7 
per cent in 2013 and the best annual performance since 2007. 

 

 Total output increased in only two of the four main sectoral groups – services and 
agriculture. Services expanded by 0.8 per cent in the final quarter of 2014 compared to 
the previous quarter, after increasing by 0.8 per cent in Q3 2014.  

 

 Three of the four main service categories (distribution, hotels & restaurants, transport, 
storage & communication and business services & finance) registered output growth in 
the final quarter of the year. Output growth in government & other services was flat in 
Q4 2014. 

 

 Output growth in each of the main service aggregates was lower than in Q3 2014 with 
the exception of distribution, hotels & catering which grew by 1.3 per cent following a 
rise of 0.7 per cent in Q3 2014. Within this broad sector retail made the largest positive 
contribution to the increase. Retail sales rose at the fastest pace for a decade in the 
fourth quarter. 
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 Faster economic growth at the end of 2014 was held back by construction and 
production. Output in the construction sector decreased by 1.8 per cent in Q4 2014 
compared to the previous quarter, after increasing by 1.6 per cent in Q3 2014. 

 

 Output in the production industries decreased by 0.1 per cent in Q4 2014, after 
increasing by 0.2 per cent in the previous quarter. Falling oil production was a major 
factor behind the fall in this area in the final quarter of the year.  
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 Within production, manufacturing posted an increase but only a marginal 0.1 per cent. 
Sluggish demand from the Eurozone and sterling’s strength against the euro were 
probably the main factors behind sluggish growth in this sector in Q4 2014.  

 

 In relation to the economies of Surrey, Hampshire, Oxfordshire, Enterprise M3 and West 
Sussex, the ONS does not provide official quarterly output estimates. Although the 
strong growth in output in the main service groups at the end of last year bodes well for 
output growth in the area it is likely that GVA growth was slower than in Q3 2014. 

 

 Output growth in all but one (distribution, hotels & catering) service category in Q4 2014 
was slower than in the previous quarter.  Business services and finance (a sector of 
importance to the area) increased by 0.9 per cent in Q4 2014, after increasing by 1.0 
per cent in Q3 2014. Output growth in information & communication, transport and 
admin & support was also slower in the final quarter of the year than in Q3 2014. 

 

 Education, a large sector in the area (especially in several large cities) contracted by 0.1 
per cent in Q4 2014 after increasing by 0.1 per cent in the previous quarter. Public 
administration & defence contracted again but at a slower pace than in the previous 
month. 

 

 Finance & insurance expanded faster than in the previous quarter but still below the 
average for the economy as a whole. Professional, scientific & technical, real estate and 
accommodation & food expanded at faster pace at the end of the year than in the 
previous quarter. 

 

 The volume of new orders (a leading indicator of short-term growth) in the South East 
and the UK increased in December but at slower pace than in the previous month. The 
rate of growth in the South East has slowed sharply from November’s four-month high 
(Figure 4). 

 

 The volume of new business in the South East eased from 60.9 in November to 57.5 in 
December (50.0 separates growth from contraction) according to the latest survey of 
purchasing managers. Nevertheless, the pace of growth in the South East in December 
was robust and above the UK average (56.3 in December). 

 

 New business at service providers continued to rise at faster pace than manufacturing 
new orders according to Markit. The Confederation of British Industry (CBI) Industrial 
Trends Survey for January 2015 shows that growth in manufacturing new orders 
rebounded over the three months to January after falling to the lowest level in a year in 
the previous survey. However, CBI argues that the drivers of growth remain primarily 
domestic with exports lagging behind. 

 

 Given weak prospects in the euro area which still accounts for around 50 per cent of 
exports of goods from the South East it is likely that services (driven by consumer 
spending) will continue to drive economic growth in the area and across the country over 
short term. 

 

 The outlook for consumer spending has been boosted by falling oil prices, falling 
inflation (down to a fourteen-and-a-half year low of 0.5 per cent in December), rising 
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incomes (regular earnings were up by 1.8 per cent in November) and diminishing 
prospects for higher interest rates in the UK. 

 

 The outlook for the Eurozone has improved following recent announcement by the 
European Central Bank (ECB) that it will launch a government bond-buying programme 
which will pump hundreds of billions of euros into the economy.  

 

 Together with existing schemes to buy private debt and funnel hundreds of billions of 
euros in cheap loans to banks, the new quantitative easing program will release 60 
billion euros ($68 billion) a month into the economy between March 2015 and 
September 2016. 

 

 Improving outlook in the Eurozone ought to foster greater consumer and business 
confidence and business investment. Trade should pick up in 2015 which should benefit 
exporters in the area and across the UK. 

 

 In its latest forecast Experian expects the UK economy to expand by 2.4 per cent in 
2015, marginally weaker than the rate of growth in 2014. The average independent 
forecast is for the UK economy to expand by 2.6 per cent. The lowest GVA growth 
forecast is 2.0 2.0 per cent and the highest 3.0 per cent. 

 

 Inflation is expected to remain heavily subdued in 2015. The average independent 
forecast for Consumer Price Inflation (CPI) in the UK is just 1 per cent (well below the 
Bank of England Target of 2 per cent). The lowest CPI forecast is 0.2 per cent and the 
highest 2.3 per cent. 

 

 There are also risks to the outlook that could cause slower rate of economic growth in 
2015 such as deflation taking hold in much of Europe, a stand-off between Greece and 
the Commission/ECB/IMF, the possibility of financial market stress from higher interest 
rates in the US as well as further geopolitical instability in the Middle East and Ukraine. 
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Business specific intelligence 

 

The latest business specific intelligence 
for Hampshire, Surrey, Oxfordshire, 
Enterprise M3 and Coast to Capital Local 
Enterprise Partnership Areas includes the 
news that: 
 

 Scottish Friendly is to acquire Marine 
& General Mutual, the Worthing-
based life assurer, for undisclosed 
terms.  03-Feb-2015 Scottish Friendly, 
16 Blythswood Square, Glasgow, G2 
4HJ 
Tel: 0333 3235433 
http://www.scottishfriendly.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/23780.htm 

 

 AFH Financial Group has acquired 
Didcot-based Roxborough 
Consultancy and West Bromwich-
based First Class Financial 
Management.  03-Feb-2015 AFH 
Financial, St Johns Hse, 16 Church St, 
Bromsgrove, B61 8DN 
Tel: 01527 577775 
http://www.afhifs.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/31032.htm 

 

 Ministry of Defence has shortlisted 
BAe, Burgess Marine and Magma 
Structures to occupy Portsmouth 
Naval Base, which could create 
hundreds of jobs.  02-Feb-2015 
Ministry of Defence, Whitehall, 
London, SW1A 2HB 
Tel: 020 72189000 
http://www.mod.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/20289.htm 

 

 University of Chichester is to 
develop a £8m engineering and digital 
technology park at its campus in 
Bognor Regis.  02-Feb-2015 University 
of Chichester, College Lane, 
Chichester, PO19 6PE 
http://www.chi.ac.uk  
http://uk-ar.com/google/38039.htm 

 

 CPI Books is to close its Cox & 
Wyman book printing operation in 
Reading with the loss of about 40 jobs.  
02-Feb-2015 CPI Books, 108-110 
Beddington Lane, Croydon, Surrey, 
CR0 4YY 
Tel: 020 86123400 
http://www.cpibooks.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/38043.htm 

 

 Daisy Group has acquired Damovo 
UK, the West Sussex-based telecoms 
firm, for undisclosed terms.  02-Feb-
2015 Daisy Group, Daisy House, 
Lindred Road, Nelson, Lancs, BB9 
5SR 
Tel: 01282 882421 
http://www.daisygroupplc.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/27878.htm 

 

 Cirrus is planning to expand its chain 
of 14 pubs to 30 over the next two 
years, and is particularly interested in 
Sussex, the Cotswolds and Home 
Counties.  29-Jan-2015 Cirrus Inns, 
17 Mossop Street, London, SW3 2LY  
http://www.cirrusinns.co.uk  
http://uk-ar.com/google/38025.htm 

 

 Capita is to acquire Constructionline, 
the Basingstoke-based procurement 
service, from the Department for 
Business, Innovation & Skills for £35m.  
29-Jan-2015 Capita Group, 71 Victoria 
St, Westminster, London, SW1H 0XA 
Tel: 020 77991525 
http://www.capita.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/12856.htm 

 

 Waitrose is planning to expand its 
chain of 336 stores with 14 new sites 
this year, and expects to create 2,000 
jobs.  28-Jan-2015 Waitrose, 
Doncastle Road, Bracknell, Berkshire, 
RG12 8YA 
Tel: 01344 424680 
http://www.waitrose.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/26568.htm 

 

 Euro Car Parts is looking to develop a 
nationwide network of distribution 

http://www.scottishfriendly.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/23780.htm
http://www.afhifs.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/31032.htm
http://www.mod.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/20289.htm
http://www.chi.ac.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/38039.htm
http://www.cpibooks.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/38043.htm
http://www.daisygroupplc.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/27878.htm
http://www.cirrusinns.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/38025.htm
http://www.capita.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/12856.htm
http://www.waitrose.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/26568.htm


 

 9 

Economy & Business Snapshot – Hampshire, Surrey, Oxfordshire, Enterprise M3 and 
Coast to Capital (cont’d) 
 

Economic & Business Intelligence Service, Research & Intelligence, Hampshire County Council.  
For further information contact: Ivan.Perkovic@hants.gov.uk 

Page 9 

hubs, including more than 1m sq ft of 
warehousing and 1,000 jobs.  28-Jan-
2015 Euro Car Parts, Fulton Rd, 
Wembley, Middlesex, HA9 0TF 
Tel: 020 89565175 
http://www.eurocarparts.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/15431.htm 

 

 Avaya, the business communications 
firm, is planning to relocate its 
headquarters from Guildford to a 
35,000 sq ft office in Addlestone.  26-
Jan-2015 Avaya, Cathedral Hill, 
Guildford, Surrey, GU2 7YL 
Tel: 01483 308000 
http://www.avaya.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/11193.htm 

 

 Giggling Squid is seeking a new 
investor to support the expansion of its 
chain of restaurants from ten sites to 
up to 150.  26-Jan-2015 Giggling 
Squid, c/o 11 Market Street, Brighton, 
BN1 1HH 
http://www.gigglingsquid.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/34459.htm 

 

 Royal Bank of Scotland is to shed 
160 jobs at 54 sites across the 
country, in order to transfer business 
customer relations work to India.  26-
Jan-2015 Royal Bank of Scotland, 36 
St Andrew Square, Edinburgh, EH2 
2YE 
Tel: 0131 5568555 
http://www.rbs.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/23302.htm 

 

 Autofarm, the Oxfordshire-based 
Porsche cars specialist, has 
undergone a management buy-out.  
26-Jan-2015 Autofarm, Oddington 
Grange, Weston-on-the-Green, 
Oxfordshire, OX25 3QW 
http://www.autofarm.co.uk http://uk-
ar.com/google/38001.htm 

 

 Metro Bank is planning to open up to 
ten more branches this year, with the 
creation of 500 jobs.  22-Jan-2015 
Metro Bank, One Southampton Row, 
London, WC1B 5HA 

Tel: 0345 0808500 
http://www.metrobankonline.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/27931.htm 

 

 Clarkson Evans is to recruit up to 50 
apprentices at nine electrical branches 
across southern England this year.  
22-Jan-2015 Clarkson Evans, Meteor 
Business Park, Gloucester, GL2 9QL 
Tel: 01452 530336 
http://www.clarksonevans.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/37982.htm 

 

 Karcher is to relocate its Banbury-
based high-pressure washers 
business and 300 staff to a new 
84,500 sq ft complex at Banbury Point 
later this year.  22-Jan-2015 Karcher, 
Karcher House, Beaumont Road, 
Banbury, OX16 1TB 
Tel: 01295 752000 
http://www.karcher.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/37985.htm 

 

 Atkins has won permission to build a 
new headquarters for up to 1,000 staff 
in Epsom by 2017.  21-Jan-2015 
Atkins, Woodcote Grove, Ashley Road, 
Epsom, Surrey, KT18 5BW 
Tel: 01372 726140 
http://www.atkinsglobal.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/11089.htm 
 

 ISS UK has expanded its facilities 
management outsourcing business 
with a £53m deal to acquire the 
technical services division of GSH 
Group.  21-Jan-2015 ISS UK, ISS 
House, Genesis Business Park, Albert 
Drive, Woking, GU21 5RW 
Tel: 0845 0576622 
http://www.uk.issworld.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/37979.htm 

 

 The Argus is looking to relocate its 
Brighton-based newspaper and up to 
100 staff to the city centre later this 
year.  20-Jan-2015 The Argus, Argus 
House, Crowhurst Road, Hollingbury, 
Brighton, BN1 8AR 
Tel: 01273 544544 
http://www.theargus.co.uk 

http://www.eurocarparts.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/15431.htm
http://www.avaya.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/11193.htm
http://www.gigglingsquid.com/
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http://www.rbs.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/23302.htm
http://www.autofarm.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/38001.htm
http://uk-ar.com/google/38001.htm
http://www.metrobankonline.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/27931.htm
http://www.clarksonevans.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/37982.htm
http://www.karcher.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/37985.htm
http://www.atkinsglobal.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/11089.htm
http://www.uk.issworld.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/37979.htm
http://www.theargus.co.uk/
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http://uk-ar.com/google/34850.htm 
 

 Paragon Software Systems has 
acquired Axida, the Hull-based 
supplier of home delivery scheduling 
software.  20-Jan-2015 Paragon 
Software Systems, Parsonage Square, 
Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1UP 
Tel: 01306 732600 
http://www.paragonrouting.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/37964.htm 

 

 Iceland is planning to expand its chain 
of 844 frozen food stores with 40 new 
sites this year, with the creation of 
1,250 jobs.  19-Jan-2015 Iceland, 
Second Avenue, Deeside Ind Pk, 
Deeside, Flintshire, CH5 2NW 
Tel: 01244 842842 
http://www.iceland.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/17736.htm 

 

 McLaren is seeking a £300m 
investment to expand its Surrey-
based technology business, and plans 
to expand vehicle production from 
1,650 to 4,000 units per year.  19-Jan-
2015 McLaren Automotive, Chertsey 
Road, Woking, Surrey, GU21 4YH 
Tel: 01483 261000 
http://www.mclarenautomotive.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/19949.htm 

 

 Taste Trends, the Surrey-based 
frozen yoghurt manufacturer, has been 
acquired by Lakeland Dairies of 
Ireland for undisclosed terms.  19-Jan-
2015 Taste Trends, First Floor, 53-57 
High Street, Cobham, Surrey, KT11 
3DP  
http://www.coolicious.com  
http://uk-ar.com/google/37955.htm 

 

 KPMG is to relocate its Southampton 
office and 120 staff to a 12,000 sq ft 
unit at Gateway House this summer.  
15-Jan-2015 KPMG, 8 Salisbury 
Square, London, EC4Y 8BB 
Tel: 020 73111000 
http://www.kpmg.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/18565.htm 

 

 Penlon is to shed an unspecified 
number of the 160 jobs at its 
Abingdon-based medical devices 
business.  15-Jan-2015 Penlon, 
Abingdon Science Park, Barton Lane, 
Abingdon, OX14 3NB 
Tel: 01235 547000 
http://www.penlon.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/21916.htm 

 

 Greggs is looking to revive plans to 
expand its chain of 1,650 bakery 
outlets to 2,000 sites.  14-Jan-2015 
Greggs, Fernwood Hse, Clayton Rd, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2 1TL 
Tel: 0191 2817721 
http://www.greggs.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/16686.htm 

 

 Thorpe Park has won approval to 
build a new 28,000 sq ft indoor 
attraction at its Surrey-based theme 
park by next year.  14-Jan-2015 
Thorpe Park, Staines Road, Chertsey, 
Surrey, KT16 8PN 
Tel: 0871 6631673 
http://www.thorpepark.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/37914.htm 

 

 Mole Valley District Council is 
considering plans for a £4m 
investment in new sports facilities at 
the Meadowbank football ground in 
Dorking.  13-Jan-2015 Mole Valley 
District Council, Pippbrook, Dorking, 
Surrey, RH4 1SJ 
Tel: 01306 885001 
http://www.mole-valley.gov.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/20357.htm 

 

 Morrisons is to close ten loss-making 
stores this year, with the loss of an 
unspecified number of jobs.  13-Jan-
2015 Morrisons, Hilmore House, Gain 
Lane, Bradford, BD3 7DL 
Tel: 0845 6115000 
http://www.morrisons.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/20475.htm 

 

 BMW Group is to recruit 150 
apprentices for its BMW and Mini 
dealerships this year, with training 

http://uk-ar.com/google/34850.htm
http://www.paragonrouting.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/37964.htm
http://www.iceland.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/17736.htm
http://www.mclarenautomotive.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/19949.htm
http://www.coolicious.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/37955.htm
http://www.kpmg.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/18565.htm
http://www.penlon.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/21916.htm
http://www.greggs.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/16686.htm
http://www.thorpepark.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/37914.htm
http://www.mole-valley.gov.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/20357.htm
http://www.morrisons.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/20475.htm
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taking place near Reading and Milton 
Keynes.  12-Jan-2015 BMW, Ellesfield 
Ave, Southern Ind Est, Bracknell, 
RG12 8TA 
Tel: 01344 426565 
http://www.bmw.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/11325.htm 

 

 Rentokil Initial has acquired Peter 
Cox Property Care, the Oldham-based 
timber treatment firm, for undisclosed 
terms.  12-Jan-2015 Rentokil Initial, 2 
City Place, Beehive Ring Rd, Gatwick, 
RH6 0HA  
http://www.rentokil-initial.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/23028.htm 

 

 Jolliman, the Worthing-based 
menswear catalogue retailer, has been 
bought out of administration by FC 
Fund Managers.  12-Jan-2015 
Jolliman, Unit 5, 54 Blenheim Road, 
Lancing, West Sussex, BN15 8UQ 
Tel: 01903 766400 
http://www.jolliman.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/37899.htm 

 

 Upham Brewery has unveiled 
proposals to set up a new brewery 
near Winchester.  08-Jan-2015 
Upham Brewery, Stakes Farm, Cross 
Lane, Upham, Hampshire, SO32 1FL 
Tel: 01489 861383 
http://www.uphambrewery.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/34181.htm 

 

 Amey has acquired an additional 
6,700 sq ft of office space at Colmore 
Plaza in Birmingham to house its 
highways, utilities and environmental 
departments.  07-Jan-2015 Amey, 
Sherard Building, Edmund Halley Rd, 
Oxford, OX4 4DQ 
Tel: 01865 713100 
http://www.amey.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/10692.htm 

 

 Forever 21 of the US is planning to 
expand its fashion stores with new 
sites across Europe and the UK, and is 
seeking high street sites of up to 
21,500 sq ft.  07-Jan-2015 Forever 21, 

c/o 360 Oxford Street, London, W1C 
1AB 
Tel: 0808 1680541 
http://www.forever21.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/15889.htm 

 

 Johnson Service is to close 109 of its 
307 dry-cleaning stores this year, 
which could lead to the loss of up to 
400 jobs.  07-Jan-2015 Johnson 
Service, Abbots Park, Preston Brook, 
Cheshire, WA7 3GH 
Tel: 01928 704600 
http://www.johnsonplc.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/18466.htm 

 

 Techelec has gone into administration 
with the loss of up to 40 jobs at its 
Brighton-based mechanical and 
electrical business.  07-Jan-2015 
Techelec, Enterprise Estate, 
Crowhurst Road, Brighton, BN1 8AF 
http://www.techelec.co.uk http://uk-
ar.com/google/37865.htm 

 

 BAe Systems is looking to recruit 
more than 700 apprentices at 14 sites 
across the country in 2015.  05-Jan-
2015 BAe Systems, Farnborough 
Aerospace Centre, Hampshire, GU14 
6YU 
Tel: 01252 373232 
http://www.baesystems.com 
http://uk-ar.com/google/11274.htm 

 

 A-Plan is planning to expand the 100-
strong workforce at its Oxfordshire-
based insurance business, following 
the acquisition of a 70% stake by 
HgCapital.  05-Jan-2015 A-Plan, 2 Des 
Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE 
Tel: 01993 894664 
http://www.aplan.co.uk 
http://uk-ar.com/google/37845.htm 

 
 

http://www.bmw.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/11325.htm
http://www.rentokil-initial.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/23028.htm
http://www.jolliman.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/37899.htm
http://www.uphambrewery.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/34181.htm
http://www.amey.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/10692.htm
http://www.forever21.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/15889.htm
http://www.johnsonplc.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/18466.htm
http://www.techelec.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/37865.htm
http://uk-ar.com/google/37865.htm
http://www.baesystems.com/
http://uk-ar.com/google/11274.htm
http://www.aplan.co.uk/
http://uk-ar.com/google/37845.htm

